TRUM 





CHRIS7 1 Ae 











Li. 
@) r 
Li 
yas 
: = § 
= 
as =——— MARCH 1951. == 
mm 
— 


Although they live in a world beset by “blizzards” of conflicting ideolo- 
gies, Northwestern students do not wander in aimless circles. 
They have found the main track. Whether participating in vigorous out- 
door sports in Minnesota’s winter scene, studying in Memorial 
Hall’s modern classrooms, or attending early morning Mission Prayer 
Fellowship, these young people evidence the same certainty. 
Understanding counsel of a competent faculty helps students maintain 
ballast and poise. Beyond that, for skiing or serious realities 
of life, they know One who makes all activity purposeful and joyous— 

Christ, the Way and the Goal of life. 


President, Rev. Billy Graham Founder, Dr. W. B. Riley 





50 WILLOW on Loring Park, Minneapolis 3, Minn. 
Write Dept. E. 
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Eternity Bible 
Tour Party Will 
Visit Yosemite 





El Capitan, Yosemite Park 


One of many spectacular Western scenic 
wonders to be enjoyed this summer by mem- 
bers of the Eternity Bible Conference Tour 
will be Yosemite National Park, high in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains, 200 miles east of 
San Francisco. 

The central attraction in the park is Yose- 
mite Valley which is approximately 7 miles 
long and 1%4 miles in width. The walls of 
the valley rise to sheer heights exceeding 
3500 feet above the valley floor. From these 
lofty precipices leap five great waterfalls, a 
display of falling water unsurpassed any- 
where on earth. 

From Glacier Point, over 3,000 feet 
straight above Camp Curry, one has a spec- 
tacular view of distant snow-clad peaks, 
while far below Yosemite Valley appears as 
a miniature garden. Three of the Valley’s 
waterfalls are visible. Directly across the 
valley Yosemite Falls plunges in its long 
silvery ribbon, a total of 1750 feet. To the 
east, the glistening waters of both Nevada 
and Vernal Falls drop in majestic grandeur. 

Above the valley floor are the great heights 
of El Capitan (3604 feet), Half Dome (4892 
feet) and Sentinel Rock (3049 feet), all 
worn smooth by the glacial action which 
carved this valley from solid granite count- 
less years ago. 

All of this breath-taking grandeur, plus a 
visit to the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees, 
some of the earth’s oldest living things, will 
be enjoyed by members of our party when 
they circle through the Southwest, Califor- 
nia, the great Northwest, and finally through 
Yellowstone, greatest of all our national 
parks. 

Ask for our free folder describing the pty ed 
progress of this interesting tour. A postal or letter 
will bring it to you, free. Then plan to join this 


grand circle tour with this fine group. You'll have 
the trip of a lifetime! 


Please address 


Eternity Bible Conferences 
P. O. Box 2000, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 
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THE SCOFIELD BIBLE 


Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 

I always have had a great esteem for you 
and have now a petition for you. Years 
ago someone poisoned my mind against 
the Scofield Reference Bible. A few weeks 
ago one came into my possession and I am 
astonished at the wealth of truth it has in 
the notes. Do you recommend its use when 
sermonizing and also to church members 
for their reading? A word or two from 
you would be so helpful to me, since I 
find myself at that Bible long after mid- 
night hours. Thanking you, and with 
kind regards, 

Yours in His Service, 
A Minister in the Reformed Church. 


The Bible with the Scofieid reference 
notes has been greatly attacked by many 
men. I believe I have read all of the seri- 
ous attacks on the notes, and find that they 
come, almost all of them, from those who 
deny that God’s promises to the Jews are 
to be literally fulfilled. 

The one serious charge that has been 
brought against the notes is that concern- 
ing the one line in the middle of the note 
on John 1:17. Dr. Scofield said, “The point 
of testing is no longer legal obedience as 
the condition of salvation, but acceptance 
or rejection of Christ, with good works as 
the fruit of salvation.” As a matter of 
theological fact, the point of testing was 
never in any age a question of “legal obedi- 
ence as a condition of salvation.” All the 
rest of Dr. Scofield’s notes negate the idea 
that is implied in such a sentence. In my 
opinion, it was an unfortunate oversight, 

The reference to Isaiah 45:7 where God 
states that He created evil is explained 
by Dr. Scofield in his note by saying that 
the Hebrew word ra which is translated on 
several occasions by “sorrow, wretchedness, 
adversity, afflictions, calamities,” but never 
translated “sin.” Dr. Scofield djd not know 
Hebrew and evidently picked this note up 
from someone who failed to point out 
that the Hebrew word, ra, while it is trans- 
lated by these five words on a few occa- 
sions, is translated “evil” on a hundred 
and fifty occasions, and in such passage 
as Genesis 6 where it says that God saw 
every thought of the heart was only evil 
continually. 

Those are the only two gross errors that 
I have found in the Scofield notes. 

In my opinion, the Bible with the Sco- 
field reference notes, will bring a baby 
Christian to spiritual maturity faster than 
any other single set of Bible study methods 
that has ever been devised. Thousands 
of people have shared your experience 
when you write that “I find myself at that 


Bible long after midnight hours.” An 
official in the Oxford University Press told 
me several years ago that they had more 
complaints on the binding of the Bible 
with the Scofield reference notes than on 
any other book. The bindings, of course, 
are exactly the same, and those who com- 
plained when questioned say that they use 
the Bible ten or twenty times as much as 
they used any other Bible before. That, 
of course, is the reason why it wears out. 
I have myself sold about two hundred 
thousand copies of the Scofield Reference 
Bible through our magazine. These were 
sold in inexpensive cloth editions and at 
least a large percentage of these who pur- 
chased the cloth edition later got them- 
selves copies in more durable leather bind- 
ings. 

I would say to any minister that even 
if he finds some difficulties in the Scofield 
reference notes, he is cutting off his nose 
to spite his face if he withholds this book 
from his young people, since there is 
abundant evidence that its notes have led 
many thousands of people swiftly from 
the position of baby Christians to mature 
Christians. - 


RENEWALS 


I cannot afford to miss any issues. I 
look forward to each copy, for it is such 
a blessing to me. Genesis is a new book to 
me, the other features of the magazine 
give spiritual guidance in world affairs. 
It gives me added courage to witness for 
my Lord Jesus Christ. 

CiarRE R. ROGER 
Rahway, N. J. 


I would about as soon try to get along 
without my meals as without ETERNITY. 
It is my meat and drink. 

FRANKIE F. Hooper 
Phoenix, Arizona 


We trust that our other charter sub- 
scribers who have been putting off the 
matter of renewing their subscriptions 
feel the same way and will take advan- 
tage of their expiration notice appearing 
in this issue. 


TIME AND ETERNITY 


We just want to say thanks to you and 
your staff for turning out such a well-bal- 
anced, godly magazine as ETERNITY is. We 
also have a gift subscription to Time which 
we enjoy, but which after it is read leaves 
you all mixed up concerning the truth 
about world conditions. To right that we 
only have to absorb ourselves in the truth 
of God’s Word as it is expounded in ETer- 
nity and we are put right back in the 
Heavenlies at the Master’s feet. 

















EDUCATIONAL and SPIRITUAL PREPAREDNESS 


In these days of unsettled conditions the chances that your Koy will be able to 
stay in college for four years are very slim. 





\ When our country demands military service from its citizens, it is youth who 
must answer the call. 


Educators the country over urge that boys finish as many school years as pos- 
sible prior to being called for military service. A boy of ability should have thorough 
college preparation with emphasis on English, science, mathematics, and physical fit- 
ness. With two years of college, about the most that boys can expect now, many 
parents are considering the independent boarding school for their teen-age sons. 


BOARDING SCHOOL APPROXIMATES COLLEGE LIFE 


At Stony Brook boys prepare for college in an atmosphere that closely approxi- 
mates college life. On a beautiful, well-appointed campus set on the northern shore 
of Long Island, Stony Brook boys receive personal attention and expert instruction 
in small classes. Their masters are men of proved ability. 


The student who is unsure of himself is helped and guided in his studies. The 
brilliant student is given encouragement and is able to proceed as fast as his 
abilities permit. 

STONY BROOK EMPHASIZES SPIRITUAL VALUES 
Central to all the work at Stony Brook is the evangelical Christian faith. 


One of the pioneers of Christian education, the School has a Bible-centered 
curriculum. Under Christian masters boys are taken beyond the limits of sound 
academic training and are prayerfully encouraged to trust Christ as Saviour and 
Lord of their lives. 


No better insurance for the troubled days ahead can be found 
than a life founded upon His truth. 


For a catalogue and other information, address the headmaster 


Frank E. Gagserein, Litt. D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 


Please mention ETERNITY 





tony Brook School 
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Are You in Need of a Season of 
Convalescence or Rest? 

“Rabbit Hill"—a small private home for 
women — offers you a refined Christian 
atmosphere—the quiet of country life— 
appetizing meals, daintily served. Con- 
venient transportation. Open all year. 

For details, write — Miss Lucy Powel, 
R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 


‘Are You Ready 
for mony oed 








Enroll Now for Fall Term 


YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
Write today for our catalog. SUBSTITUTES 


~ ay rt your own missionary. A native 

On Wien A. Mine, Crntiat Rtrica or India can we supported 

=. $30-150.00 —_ cooperate 

Bible Institute ite with evangel cal Sell evangelistic 
ssio' 


We get you reports of your worker. 
Write for information. 


oo Quinoy Street, Brookiya 8, M. ¥. 











Thanks so much for your work on 
Romanism, we work among it here, and 
your exposition helps explain many Scrip- 
tural truths to those that sit in spiritual 
darkness. 


RALPH AND Mary KEEP 


The Central American Mission 
El Salvador, C.A. 


VOWS AND OATHS 


Will you please tell me what the Bible 
teaches about vows and oaths? For example, 
in our church a man took an oath at the 
time of the death of his first wife, that he 
would never marry again. He was just a 
babe in Christ. Two years later he met his 
childhood sweetheart who told him God 
would forgive him his oath and they were 
married. Was the oath binding and will he 
be forgiven for having broken it? 

—A New York subscriber. 


In the Old Testament there are many ref- 
erences to vows and oaths. In the New 
Testament these are strictly forbidden. The 
pertinent passage is found in the Sermon 
on the Mount, “Again, ye have heard that 
it hath been said by them of old time, Thou 
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths: But I say unto 
you, Swear not at all; neither by Heaven; 
for it is God’s throne: Nor by the earth; 
for it is His footstool: neither by Jerusalem; 
for it is the city of the great King. Neither 
shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou 
canst not make one hair white or black. But 
let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay; for whatsoever is more than those 
cometh of evil” (Mt. 5:33-37). Even our 
earthly courts recognize that a signature se- 
cured under duress is not binding. This has 
been demonstrated over and over again 
where some representative in an accident case 
secures a waiver from a widow, for example, 
of an accident victim. Later when the one 
responsible for the accident is sued and has 
presented the waiver, tle courts have de- 
cided that a signature secured under such 
conditions is not valid. 

In the case covered in the question, the 
man had no right to make such a vow. We 
do not believe that a Christian has a right 
when he has been defeated in sin to say, 
“Lord, I vow [ll never do it again” or, “I 
swear I'll never do it again.” Rather must 
he understand that there is nothing within 
himself that could furnish strength to keep 
the oath or perform the vow so that if he 
ever commits the sin again, he is not only 
guilty of the sin but of breaking the vow. 
Rather must there be a clear reliance upon 
grace and the strengthening power of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit which alone can make 
it possible for us to live in a way that would 
satisfy the Heavenly Father. 

In our opinion, the man described in the 
above question should confess, not the sin 
of remarriage or of breaking a vow but of 
making a vow in the first place. The Lord 
would then forgive him that sin and main- 
tain him in His fellowship in accordance 
with 1 John 2:9. 
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Dear Dr. Barnhouse: 


My copy of December Eternity arrived 
on Christmas morning, and I have read it 
with very great profit. Your article on 
The Two Genealogies is simply priceless. 
It ought to be reprinted and scattered in 
thousands, so I thought, and then I noticed 
to my relief that it is a copy of one of 
your broadcast addresses, and so it has al- 
ready been made known to millions. 

I have often studied the two genealogies, 
and have read everything I could lay my 
hands upon, but always felt dissatisfied. 
However, your light on Jechonias and Jere- 
miah 22:30 has cleared everything up. 
Thank you! 

May I say how much I also appreciate 
your daily Bible readings on Genesis— 
they are excellent. 

RosBert LEE 
Manchester City Mission 
Manchester, England 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of Eternity: 
February 25 through March 2—Hamilton 
Square Baptist Church, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia; March 4 through 9—Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, The Alameda at 


Shasta, San Jose, California; March 18 
through 21i—City Auditorium, Pueblo, 
Colorado 


William Allan Dean, Pastor, Aldan Union 
Church, Aldan, Pa.: March 5, 12, 19, 26— 
First Presbyterian Church, Norristown, Penn- 
sylvania; March 6, 13, 20—Bethany Temple 
Presbyterian Church, 53rd and Spruce 
Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; March 
6, 13, 20—Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, 12th and Wyoming Streets, Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania; March 7 (2:00 P.M.) 
—Strawbridge and Clothier Auditorium, 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania; March 27, 28, 29 
—Providence Bible Institute, Providence, 
Rhode Island 


Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pa. 
March I! through 16—Bible Conference, 
West Oak Lane Baptist Church, Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania; March 21—Broadway 
Presbyterian Church, New York, New York: 
March 22— Evangelical Congregational 
Church, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 


Vance Havner, Writer and Bible Conference 
Speaker: March 8, ?—Winstanley Baptist 
Church, Carbondale, Illinois; March !0— 
Youth for Christ, St. Louis, Missouri; March 
11 through 18—Seventh Street Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee; March 20 
through 25— Evansville Rescue Mission, 
Evansville, Indiana 


Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean, Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, Philadelphia; March 3 
—Reading Youth Centre, Reading, Penn- 
sylvania; March 4— Fifth Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: March !10— 
Christ for Youth, Russellville, Pennsylvania: 
March 18—Colonial Hills Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia 


William A. Mierop, President, Bible Institute 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia: March 2— 
First Baptist Church, Mt. Ephraim, N_J.: 
March 3—Main Line Youth for Christ: 
March 4— Maranatha Tabernacle, Darby. 
Pennsylvania; March I! through 18—First 
Presbyterian Church, Kensington, Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania; March 20 through 25— 
Bible Conference, First Brethren Church, 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania: March 26, 27— 
Juniata Bible Conference, Juniata, Altoona, 
Pennsylvania; March 31—Bridgeton-Millville 
Youth for Christ, Bridgeton, New Jersey 
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To Hear Faithful Preaching mm 


Go To A Site Seliewing Church 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 





WASHINGTON, D. C. 





FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


79th and Broadway 
7th Avenue, local Subway te 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible teaching ministry in the heart of New York. 


Morning Worship—ii A.M. 
Evening Worship— 8 P.M. 


WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 


GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9h & South Carolina Ave., S.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 

DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL [8 
PREACHED 





DENVER, COLORADO 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 





NORTH PRESBYTERIAN 
37th at Federal Blvd. 
“LIVING MESSAGES —~ aay THE 


WHOLE BOO 
MERLE L. EDWARDS, Preacher 
SUNDAY 
Services: 9:30, 10:50 


A.M.; 6:30, 7:45 P.M. 
Wednesday 7:45 P.M. 


SOUTH HOLLYWOOD 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Normandie at Santa Monica 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:30 P.M. 
Hollywood's “Bible Preaching Center” 


Rev. Wilbur James Antisdale, Pastor 








LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


OCEANSIDE, L. L., N. Y. 








A Cordial Welcome Awaits You In Los Angeles At 
The Church of the Open Door 

SIXTH AND HOPE STREETS (Downtewn) 
DR. J. VERNON McGEE, Pastor 

SUNDAY SERVICES: 11:00 A.M. 7:30 P.M. 


Broadeast KGER KXLA 
WEDNESDAY—BIBLE STUD Y—7:30 P. M. 


WINDSOR AVENUE 
BIBLE CHURCH 


OCEANSIDE, L. I., N. Y. 


FRANK J. VURTURE, Pastor 
The Church With A Warm Welcome 








SAN JOSE, CALIF. 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 








WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


the alameda at shasta 
sunday services 11 AM and 7:45 PM 
midweek Bible Hour Wed. 730 PM 
DWIGHT H. SMALL, pastor 
San jose, Calif. 
“pr hing the full 
Word.” 


ls of the inspired 








ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


WHEN NEAR ALLENTOWN 


VISIT THE NEW UNUSUAL BIBLE CENTER 
THE EVANGEL FELLOWSHIP, Inc. 
513-527 N. Saint Lucas Street 

eee PA. 
$.8. 9:30 Morning’ Worship i 10:30 
Always presenti P.M. 


THE FIRST CENTURY MESSAGE IN A 
TWENTIETH CENTURY SETTING! 








Chelsea Presbyterian Church 
9 S. Chelsea Avenue 

Sunday Worship 10:30 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. 
Breadeast WFPG 8:30 A.M. 

Mid-Week Prayer Meeting Wed. 8:00 P.M. 

“The Preaching of the Cross - + Power” 


I Cor. 1:1 : 
REV. MILTON N. LEININGER, Pastor 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 
Convenient downtown location 
Open the year around 
Sunday Services 10:45 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, D.D., Minister 
a ~ -_ known ay Expositor, 
Radio Author 
Editor, Piboraity _ *-— 








MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 A.M. 
EVENING WORSHIP 739 P.M. 
MID-WEEK PRAYER & BIBLE-STUDY 
WED. 1:30 P.M. 

4 Bible-centered ministry 6 blocks from the 
heart of downtown Atlanta 








ATLANTA, GA. MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 
PRYOR ST. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH A Cordial Welcome Awaits You... 
606 PRYOR ST. ATLANTA, GA. MIAMI BEACH 
pe enero ere ge lg PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


indian Creek Drive at 7ist 
Miami Beach, Flerida 
DR. WILLIS E. GARRETT, Pastor 
Preaching the Book, the Blood, the 
Blessed Hope 











must give the gospel to the Russians, 





6 ee sO: 


RUSHING TO RUSSIANS WITH THE GOSPEL 


I have just visited Europe where I found great spiritual hunger for the Word of God. We 

Ukrainians and other Slavic-speaking peopie in Europe, 

South and North America now. Some doors are closing for gospel work. We must re- 
deem the time. Relief must be sent to suffering Christians 

. Peter Deyneka. Pray and send your gift to 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
( Russian 


in Europe. We need more 


Association) 
a Chien 
Chicago 47, Ill. 
Peter Deyneka 

















TRIUMPH 


The possibilities of triumph in Christ 
are unlimited. The position to which 
He has called us is as high as Heaven 
(Eph. 2:6). The power that He has 
provided for us is the power of — 
potence (Matt. 28:18; Acts 1:8). 
wisdom He has in store for us is .~ 
wisdom of omniscience (1 Cor. 1:30). 
The peace He has made for us is the 
quiet calm of eternity (Col. 1:20). The 
love which He has toward us is His 
own infinite being (1 John 4:16). The 
blessings with which He has blessed 
us are guaranteed in the Heavenly 
places (Eph. 1:3). The resources 
which He has deposited to our account 
are presently available (Phil. 4:13). 
The battles which we must fight have 
already been won for us by the tri- 
umph of Christ upon the cross (1 Cor. 
10:13; Col. 2:15). 


It is well for us to go over these 
assets, not as a miser counting gold, 
but as a philanthropist balancing his 
accounts so that he can distribute to 
the need around him and live plenti- 
fully while he blesses others. 


In our watch-night meeting at the 
end of the year a young woman in our 
church who has suffered for her wit- 
ness for the Lord, gave a testimony of 
triumph that was a blessing to all who 
heard it. She quoted the verse of a 
hymn which, when I heard it, I knew 
immediately I must procure from her 
and pass on to our readers. I have 
not yet located its source, but the lines 
breathe the triumph that has been pro- 
vided for us by our Saviour. 


I hear the accuser roar 

Of sins that I have done. 

I know them all and thousands 
more; 

Jehovah findeth none. 

For though the angry foe accuses, 

Sins recounting like a flood, 

Every charge my God refuses, 

Jesus answers with His blood. 


Here is the ground of our faith, the 
basis of our full assurance, the source 
of our power, and the comfort of our 
hope. Here we see ourselves accepted 
in the Beloved and know that our God, 
who spared not His own Son, but de- 
livered Him up for us all, will also 
with Him, freely give us all things 
(Rom. 8:32). We must never forget 
that we have eternal life and that it is 
our privilege to live that life of eter- 
nity even here in time. The more we 
enter into it, the more the things of 
earth will grow dim and we shall know 
a life that is surging triumph. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 


the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 
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it is a very consistent position. There are a great many 
men, as you know, who are entirely self-centered, just 
as self-centered as the brigand, but they use God, and 
men, in their own interests. They bow to God and 
they maintain an outward appearance of respectability, 
but they are just as self-centered. I sometimes wonder 
te which class I would rather belong. I think I would 
rather be the brigand, who ignores God, and exploits 
man, than the man who is self-centered, whose daily 
assion is to seek his own welfare and his own well- 
ing, and uses God and man to that end. 

How are we to account for the marvel of the trans- 
formation that took place in the mind of this man? 
We must not be dogmatic, but so far as the records are 
concerned, this man had no contact with Christ, other 
than that which he had on the cross. I am not pre- 
pared to say that he had never heard Him, or seen 
Him. Perhaps he had, but I am inclined to think not; 
for his earlier attitude in comradeship with the other 
malefactor seems to prove that he knew nothing about 
Him. I assume, then, that the only contact this man 
had with Jesus was the contact vf that dark hour of 
execution on the cross. That was the hour in which 
Jesus was numbered with the transgressors. Any effect 
ee yeny upon the man by Jesus, was produced in the 

our of the cross. He himself was caught, condemned, 
crucified. So was Jesus. There were three of them, all 
of them caught, all of them condemned to the cross, all 
of them now crucified. That is how the man first saw 
Jesus. 

The narrative makes it perfectly plain that Jesus was 
nailed to his bitter cross before the thieves. This man, 
then, had seen Jesus crucified, seen the actual crucify- 
ing, and had seen this amazing thing — that as they 
crucified Him He was silent, “as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth.” He 
had seen this man suffering the physical agony of cruci- 
fixion without a whimper, quietly. I do not know if 
that had made very much impression on him, but he 
had seen it. Moreover, before he said what he did for, 
and to Jesus, he had heard Jesus speak once. When 
the nails were driven, and the cross was uplifted, and 
He hung there in the midst, this man heard Him say. 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 





do.” Supposing that for a moment, we say nothing 
about the Diety of our Lord, and take that as a word 
passing human lips. Then it is matchless in its wonder 
and its beauty. Unjustly condemned, put upon His 
cruel cross, buffetted and spit upon, bruised and bloody 
and broken, He said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” That is the ultimate in human 
nature at its highest and at its best. 

Then presently, the other malefactor, still railing, he 
spoke to him, and lest I miss the point let me quote his 
words. Across the crucified form of Jesus he said. “Dost 
thou not even fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive 
the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done 
nothing amiss.” No word spoken to Jesus yet, but a 
matchless revelation of something that had taken place 
in the mind of the man. I am not saying that I have 
accounted for that change. I have only asked you to 
see how the man watched Him, as He yielded Himself 
to His cruel cross without protest or complaint, and 
how he heard Him pray ,reach out beyond the darkness 
to the God of the universe, call Him “Father,” and ask 
Him not to crush these murderers, not to blast them, 
but to forgive them. Then he talked to the man on the 
other side. 

In the thing he said I find two matters which arrest 
me: first, a recognition of God, and, secondly, a recog- 
nition of man. “Dost thou not fear God? . . .We receive 
the due reward of our deeds.” 

Go back for a moment to the things that I said at 
the beginning. The man was lawless, ignoring God, 
exploiting humanity even to cruelty and murder. Sud- 
denly I find him speaking of a recognition of God, 
talking of a recognition of his responsibility to his 
fellow men. A double recognition has come to him, 
that of the sovereignty of God, and of the rights of his 
brother. That is a marvelous change. The change that 
is revealed in this speech, not to Jesus but to the other 
malefactor, can be expressed in a word, and the word is 
“repentance.” That is repentance. It is a change of 
mind, a change of outlook, a change of conception; the 
whole fact of life was suddenly centered on a new view- 
point. He had ignored God—he recognized Him. He 
had wronged his fellow men—he recognized the sin of 

it, and said, “I am suffering justly.” 





That is repentance. 
Repentance is not sorrow for sin. 








In his studies of conditioned re- 
flexes, the Russian Scientist Paviov 
once demonstrated that a dog 
can differentiate between shades 
of black which appear identical 
to the human eye. Fifty screens 
were prepared, graduated in 
shades from a total white to a 
total black. Pavlov fed the dog 
only when he came to screen 
number fifty, and finally the dog 
would rush to that screen, no 
matter how the shades were 
shuffled, and would produce salive 
while waiting for his food. Our 
senses can be trained to distin- 
guish righteousness from unright- 
eousness only when we have been 
consistently fed upon the word 
of God. It is by reason of use 
that we have the senses exercised 
(Heb. 5:14). 


Choices are eternal 


Sorrow for sin may be an accompani- 
ment to repentance. It may not be 
there at the beginning. A man may 
be sorry for sin, and never repent. 
That is the old dispute between the 
Roman and Protestant theologians. 
The Roman theologians insisted upon 
sorrow as the vital element in repen- 
tance. The Protestants insisted upon 
it that it is the change of mind that 
produces the right-about-face toward 
God. They were right, if the Bible is 
to be trusted. 

Here, then, was a soul repentant, 
admitting the justness of his punish- 
ment that is always an element in re- 
pentance—and admitting it because 
he had recognized that forgetting 
and ignoring God is_ rebellion 


(Continued on page 48) 
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Texts the Romanists Have Twisted 


3 


The Lord's Supper: Memorial or Sacrifice 


THIS IS THE THIRD IN THE SERIES BY THE EDITOR ON TEXTS THAT HAVE 
BEEN TWISTED. THE APOSTLE PETER TELLS US THAT THE SCRIPTURES CAN- 
NOT BE BROKEN, BUT THIS SERIES IS PRESENTED SO THAT CHRISTIAN PEOPLE 
MAY CLEARLY SEE HOW THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS TWISTED CER- 


TAIN TRUTHS TO SUIT THEIR PURPOSE. 


THE FIRST ARTICLE IN THE SERIES 


WAS PRESENTED IN OUR JANUARY ISSUE. 


It is our purpose in these articles 
to show that the teachings of the 
Roman Catholic Church do not pre- 
sent the Jesus of the Gospel, but an- 
other Jesus. Paul said, “if any one 
come and bring you another Gospel 
let him be accursed.” 

Probably most people do not know 
that Catholics believe in salvation 
from their sins, not by the death of 
the historical Jesus who lived nine- 
teen hundred years ago, but by the 
death of a piece of bread, turned into 
Jesus and killed today, in nineteen 
fifty-one, upon each altar in every 
Catholic church throughout the world. 
For it is this sacrifice of the mass 
which is the groundwork for the ob- 
taining of salvation by Roman Catho- 
lics. When the Mass is spoken of, the 
sacrifice of the Mass, it is the sacrifice 
of a piece of bread, put to death by a 
priest, today. 


The Mase—A Sacrifice 


The Council of Trent, in discussing 
the subject of the Mass, declared, 
“Let him be anathema who states that 
sins are not removed by the non- 
bloody sacrifice of the Mass.” And in 
the Baltimore Catechism. the cate- 
chism which is used by Catholics in 
the United States, there is the definite 
statement that sins are.removed by the 
non-bloody sacrifice of the Mass. Thus, 
in other words, sins are removed by 
the death of a piece of bread. 

We now turn to the text which has 
been twisted so that it might be used 
as a foundation for the doctrine of 
the Mass. The Roman church contends 
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that long before the last supper, Jesus 
promised the Mass. He said in John, 
chapter six, “I am the living bread 
which came down from Heaven. If any 
man shall eat of this bread he shall 
live forever, and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh for the life of the 
world.” Thus the bread is the true 
flesh of the Lord Jesus Christ. When 
feeding the five thousand Jesus said; 
“Labor not for the meat that perisheth 
but for that which endureth unto life 
everlasting which the Son of Man will 
give you. I am the living bread which 
came down from Heaven. If any man 
eat of this bread he shall live forever 
and the bread that I will give is My 
flesh for the life of the world.” Here 
Jesus is making the definite statement 
He will give His flesh to be eaten. 


His Body and Blood 


The Roman church points out that 
in the next verse the Jews objected, 
for they understood that He was prom- 
ising them His real flesh, for they 
answered, “How can this man give us 
His flesh to eat?” And the Lord Jesus 
answered, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man, and drink His blood, you 
shall not have life in you. He that 
eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood 
has everlasting life and I will raise 
him up at the last day for My flesh is 
meat indeed and My blood is drink 
indeed. He that eateth My flesh and 
drinketh My blood, abideth in Me and 
I in him. As the living Father has 
sent Me and I live by the Father, so 
he that eateth Me, the same also shall 


live by Me. This is the bread that 
came down from Heaven. Not as your 
fathers did eat manna and are dead, 
but he that eateth this manna shall live 
forever.” Many of the disciples still 
objected saying, “Thisis hard and who 
can bear it!” The text continues: 
“When Jesus knew in Himself that His 
disciples murmured at it, He said unto 
them. Doth this offend you? What 
and if ye shall see the Son of Man as- 
cend up where He was before?” It is 
from these passages in the sixth chap- 
ter of John that the Roman church 
teaches that the natural body of our 
Lord was to be the food of His people 
and that they were to have it in a mys- 
tical manner under the appearance of 
bread. 


Spiritual Truth Not Grasped 


In order to refute the interpretation 
of these passages by Rome we must un- 
derstand first of all that the disciples 
never understood the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is especially made mani- 
fest in the Gospel of John. The disci- 

les did not understand spiritual truth. 
n the first chapter of John it was not 
comprehended that He should be Is- 
rael’s Messiah. In the second chapter, 
when the Lord said “Destroy this tem- 
onge in three days I will raise it up”’, 

is disciples immediately an to 
think of stones and masonry. He had 
referred to His death and resurrection. 
To Nicodemus, in chapter three, our 
Lord said, “Ye must be born again!” 
Nicodemus began to think of obstetrics. 
“How can a man enter the second time 
into his mother’s: womb and be born?” 
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A moment later Jesus said, “Except ye 
be born of water. . . .” He could not 
understand that. Nicodemus thought 
of H,0. 

In the fourth chapter of John you 
find the Lord speaking to the woman 
at the well. After requesting a drink 
from her He said, “If thou knewest 
the gift of God, and who it is that saith 
to thee, Give Me to drink; thou wouldst 
have asked of Him, and He would have 
given thee living water.” Like Nicode- 
mus, she thought of H2O and began to 
say the well is deep and you have 
nothing with which to draw. He re- 
peated the promise, placing the em- 
phasis upon the spiritual truth, and she 
began to think about plumbing, say ing, 
“Lord, give me the water that I thirst 
not, neither come hither to draw.” 

In chapter six, when our Lord spoke 
of flesh and blood, they thought of 
cannibalism. And it is into this error 
that the Roman church has fallen. In 
the eighth chapter He said, “I go Mv 
way, and ye shall seek Me, and shall 
die in your sins: whither I go ye can- 
not come” (8:21). Immediately they 
assumed that He would 


is the New Testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you” (Lk.22:19,20). 
Now Rome maintains that under the 
appearance of bread and wine there is 
really constituted the real body and 
blood of Christ. “If any one shall deny 
that the body and blood, together with 
the soul and divinity of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and therefore the whole 
Christ are truly, really, and substan- 
tially contained in the holy eucharist, 
let him be anathema” (The Council 
of Trent). This doctrine is called 
“transubstantiation,” trans meaning 
“across,” and substantiation, as in the 
word “substance,” so that the real body 
and blood of Christ is “put across” in- 
to the bread and wine, so that these 
elements become the very real, physi- 
cal Christ Himself. 

Alfonse de Liguori, several centuries 
ago maintained that the body, the 
blood, the skin, the eyeballs, the toe- 
nails, the hair; plus a hundred and 
sixty-three other items of the human 
anatomy were to be found under the 
appearance of the bread. He presented 
his idea in such a manner that I am 





quite sure if he were living today he 
would have added, the hemoglobins, 
the red corpuscles, the palmus gland, 
the pituitary, and all the other parts 
of the body which have been discov- 
ered by medical science since his day. 
Of course, he was trying to say in the 
most forceful language possible that at 
the moment the celebrant of the Mass 
takes the piece of bread and raises it, 
saying, “This is my body,” it stops 
being bread and immediately becomes 
the true, literal, absolute, body of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, chemical analysis 
notwithstanding. 


Not Once For All 


If the teaching of the Roman church 
ended here, it might not be so impor- 
tant. But its logic forces it into blas- 
phemy. When the bread has become 
Christ, the priest kills it. Thus the Bib- 
lical doctrine of the death of Christ— 
once for all—is entirely done away 
with. For Christ is killed afresh each 
morning on every altar in every Cath- 
olic church in the world. Thus our 
Lord, according to Roman theology, 
if it be logical, has died 





commit suicide. Always 
when He was illustrating 
spiritual truth by mate- 
rial things, those who 
heard Him thought only 
of the material illustra- 
tion. They missed the 
point entirely. 

Even His disciples, who 
had been with Him, mis- 
understood Him. After 
the woman of Samaria 
had departed, His disci- 
ples came to Him. While 
they were eating, one of 
them said to Him, “Mas- 
ter, eat!” He replied: “I 
have meat to eat that you 
know not of.” “Oh, who 
brought Him lunch?” 
went through their minds. 
The disciples did not think 
on the level of the spirit- 
ual, they thought on the 
level of the material. 


Bread and Wine 


We come now to the 
great text upon which 
rests the ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper. “And He 
took bread and gave 
thanks, and brake it, and 

ve unto them saying, 
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millions of times down 
through the years, and is 
continually dying at the 
hands of men for Roman 
sinners. Thus the Mass is 
not only a sacrament, but 
a sacrifice. To the Cath- 
olic the Mass is the most 
sacred, solemn, and sub- 
lime act of religious wor- - 
ship that can be per- 
formed. Of all the trea- 
sures that Christ has left 
to His church this insti- 
tution is the richest and 
most precious. 

The Protestant Evan- 
gelical, who knows his 
Bible well, would agree 
that the Lord’s Supper is 

a rich treasure but for 
entirely different reasons. 
We shall see that he re- 
gards the eucharist as a 
memorial feast of thanks- 
giving, even as its Greek 
name implies. Further 
we shall see that the Fa- 
thers of the early Church 
regarded it not as a sac- 
rificial Mass, but as a 
time of remembrance. In- 
deed, in our final para- 
graphs we shall return to 
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is is My body which 
is given for you: this do 
in remembrance of Me. 
Likewise also the cup af- 
ter supper saying, this cup 


8 


Reprinted from Collier's 
This is like a great deal of preaching . . . and the reason for the miss is 
that the ammunition is not the solid word of God. There is a Bible- 
perfume to it ... a text that becomes a pretext . . . but if the evil heart 
of unbelief is to be reached, there must be yieldedness to all of the 
Book and its implications. 


To be holy is to be happy 


the Roman doctrine of 
the Mass and observe 
from their own texts the 
fear with which they re- 
gard their own position. 
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In Luke 22:19,20, where the account 
of the institution of the Lord’s supper 
is given, we note several things: He 
gave them bread, He called it His 
body, He gave to them. Would Roman 
reasoning cause us to believe that there 
were divine twins at the supper; the 
One giving the Other to be eaten by 
those present? The same with the cup. 
Was it manufactured blood from the 
vine, or did Jesus draw it from Him- 
self? Indeed, our Lord Himself is 
careful to state that a memorial is be- 
ing instituted, that the supper was to 
be a feast of thanksgiving for the work 

“of the Lord on the cross, as our Sav- 
iour. This was to be done in remem- 
brance of Him. It was a testimony 
that the sacrificial work was done once 
for all. No more need there be a sac- 
rifice for sin. This was the understand- 
ing of Paul; this was the understanding 
of the Fathers. 

For fear some of my readers may 
think I am making light of the Cath- 
olic position when I ask “Were there 
twins at the first supper?” may I point 
out that any one familiar with the con- 
troversies within the Council of Trent 
will know that when the dogma of the 
Mass was defined the Dominicans and 
the Franciscans were troubled with this 
very possibility. These two orders bat- 
tled long over the question “How is 
Christ produced in the Mass? Does He 
come from Heaven to the churches 
of the world? Is he miraculously pro- 
duced when the bread is raised? If so, 
do we have many Christs? If so, which 
Christ is the real Christ?” The argu- 
ment centers around two terms: “ad- 
duction,” the leading of Christ from 
Heaven to the altars of the churches, 
“production,” which is the miraculous 
appearance in the bread of the real 
presence of Christ, although the Christ 
in Heaven is not disturbed. This ques- 
tion has never been satisfactorily 
solved by Roman theology. 


A Memorial 


In First Corinthians eleven, Paul 
sets forth the communion service as a 
memorial. After the words of institu- 
tion as given in verses twenty-three 
and twenty-five, we read: “For as of- 
ten as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do declare the Lord’s death till 
He come.” Thus we have a memorial 
and not a sacrifice. It reminds us of 
two things: looking back to the past 
it reminds us of His work for us on 
the cross; looking forward to His ad- 
vent, it reminds us of our testimony 
till He come. The emphasis is upon 
our testimony through the bread and 
cup, which pictures His body and 
blood. 


Marcu 1951 


From this Corinthian passage there 
is a psychological reason which would 
indicate clearly that a memorial pres- 
ence and not a real presence is in view. 
Why does the apostle Paul deem it 
necessary to stress personal conduct at 
such a time? If the believers really 
believed that the Lord would be liter- 
ally present, it is logical to assume that 
they would be on their best behavior. 
But in the light of the context, such 
was not the case. They were eating 
and banqueting, and indeed doing 
everything which His real presence 
would abhor. In fact, their conduct is 
so bad that Paul tells them that some 
of them know God’s judgment of ill- 
ness, and even death, because of it. 
From a psychological point of view, it 
would appear that many of the carnal- 
minded believers took the feast of 
thanksgiving as just another religious 
feast, and as a result had grown quite 
careless in their conduct. Had our Di- 
vine Lord been there physically, no 
doubt things would have been quite 
different. 


The Real Presence 


Indeed, the Roman catechism on this 
passage would lead us to believe that 
the passage itself teaches a memorial 
and not a sacrifice. In its commen- 
tary on the clause; “Not discerning the 
Lord’s body”, to read; “not discerning 
under the bread and wine, the Lord’s 
body which is concealed in them” 
(Corpus Domini, quod in Eucharistia 
occulte latet, ab alio ciborum genere 
non distinguit). 

Why the labored explanation if the 
true presence were there? Paul, the 
Fathers, and many of the saints of the 
centuries felt no need of thus comment- 
ing. Could it be that the Bible will not 
support Rome here too? Bellarmine, 
whose devotion to Rome cannot be 
challenged, tells us that it was Pascha- 
sius Rathbert, Abbot of Corbie, in the 
ninth century, who first positively 
taught the doctrine of the real pres- 
ence. Bellarmine goes on to state that 
correspondence proves that Rathbert 
was roundly condemned by his fellow 
churchmen for exaggerating the words 
of Jesus. Thus still at the close of the 
ninth and the beginning of the tenth 
centuries, the accepted interpretation 
of the Mass today was not a settled 
truth but an opinion strongly attacked 
from within the church itself. 

We turn now to the Fathers. What 
have they to say upon the subject? 
“On the day of the sun we meet. The 
Scriptures are read and then an elder 
exhorts the people to follow such beau- 
tiful examples. We rise, we pray 
anew; water, bread, and wine are set 


down. The Presbyter gives thanks, and 
those present reply, Amen. A part of 
the consecrated things are distributed, 
and the deacons take the rest to the 
absent” writes Justin. To Justin, the * 
communion was a memorial service 
without altar or priest, merely the com- 
pany of believers being present, the 
memorial being cared for by deacons. 

And Tertullian: “Jesus Christ hav- 
ing taken bread, and having distribut- 
ed it among His disciples, and made 
it His body, said: This is My body, 
that is to say, the figure of My body.” 
It is to be noted that Tertullian follows 
the Scriptures in first distributing the 
elements and then pronouncing the me- 
morial instead of the reverse order of 
the Romanists (Tertullian—Against 
Marcion. Bk. III). 


Christ’s Humanity 


* In his argument with the Marcion- 
ites, who denied the humanity of 
Christ, Origen says: “If Christ, as the 
Marcionites maintain, had neither flesh 
nor blood, of what body and of what 
blood were that bread and that wine 
Sicns anD Imaces?” (Origen against 
the Marcionites). In other passages, 
Origen refers to the figurative body of 
our Lord. Cardinal Duperron would 
make Origen a heretic for this, but not 
so St. Augustine, Jerome, and others, 
for they followed after Origen (Origen 
—Commentary on St. Matthew). 


(Continued on page 47) 








In the normal human blood stream, red cor- 
puscles die and are replaced at the rate of 
about 150,000 a second. Since we know (Lev. 
17:11) that the life of the flesh is in the 
blood, it is most interesting for us to realize 
that this death and re-creation of life is tak- 
ing place by the second within us, and from 
the drawing of oxygen from without. Our 
spiritual life must be similarly replenished 
moment by moment by our drawing in the 
life of God in our contact with Him in the 
communion of continuing prayer. We may 
be exceedingly active in many things, but 
there must be the constant glancing away to 
=" we are to be maintained in spiritual 
health. 


Does God shine like the sun into your soul? 9 








What Is This: "A Little While’? 


BY HERBERT H. EHRENSTEIN 


There are many common, trite phrases which we 
human beings are accustomed to using—phrases which 
we deal with regularly in our everyday speech. For in- 
stance, how many times have you said “That’s what you 
think,” or “You can say that again,” and a host of 
similar ejaculations which characterize our daily con- 
versation with our fellow men. There is another, three- 
word, expression with which most of us are familiar 
because of frequent use, and it is the phrase which shall 
occupy our attention in this message: the words “a little 
while.” 

Here is a school boy who hears his mother call him 
in the morning: “Get up, Johnny; you'll be late for 
school.” Johnny rolls over on his other side in bed and 
mumbles something like, “I'll be up—in a little while.” 
And in no time, the boy is fast asleep once more. Or, 
we might consider the businessman who has finished 
a day’s work, and is just about ready to leave the office. 
He picks up the telephone, calls his wife and says: 
“I’m leaving the office now, dear. I'll be home—in 
a little while.” One further illustration will suffice. A 
young man calls at a young lady’s home to take her out 
ona date. The girl’s mother opens the door and admits 
the young man while a voice calls down from upstairs, 
“Tell Harry to wait; I’m not dressed yet. I'll be down 
in a little while.” 

Now, the thing I want you to notice is this. Each 
of these “little whiles” may mean a vastly different, 
varying length of time. With Johnny, the schoolboy, 
“a little while” may mean all day in bed if he can get 
away with it. The husband leaving the office, on the 
other hand, may desire to get home as rapidly as possi- 
ble to supper, the easy chair, the evening newspaper, 
and the television set. Hence, his “little while” is 
conceived of in terms of the shortest interval of time. 
And, for the young man’s sweetheart who is getting 
dressed, “‘a little while” may go on at some length. 
Consequently, we clearly-see’ that .“a -little -while” -1s-a 
flexible term, capable of expansion or contraction to 
fit the situation. 

Now let us make the spiritual application. It was 
shortly before His public sufferings and death on Cal- 
vary’s cross that Jesus sought to impress upon His disci- 
ples the reality of His going away—His death. In fact, 
all through His earthly ministry in Palestine, Jesus had 
made repeated reference to His crucifixion, but His 
disciples were too spiritually dull to comprehend the 
significance of His hints. They envisioned earthly 
glory, a tangible kingdom, an enthroned King. They 
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pictured themselves, starry-eyed dreamers that they were, 


as enthroned submonarchs telling the Romans what to 
do, and how to do it. With such visions of glory and 
pompous fame, this band of Jesus’ followers could not 
conceive of a defeated Ruler. Their King had to reign, 
and that was ail there was to it. Hence, all of Jesus’ 
references to His death fell upon deaf ears. 

However, there was one exception. One person alone 
of the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ apparently 
caught a glimpse—however slight it may have been— 
of His approaching decease. That was Mary of Bethany. 
You recall that she came to anoint Him with a costly 
ointment for His burial in a gesture that had a two- 
fold meaning. It was a symbol of her appreciation of 
her Lord, and—by far the more significant—a fore- 
shadowing of His death. Is it not rather interesting, 
therefore, to notice that Mary of Bethany was con- 
spicuous by her absence when the women went to the 
sepulcher to anoint and embalm the dead body of the 
Lord Jesus after He had been put in the tomb? She 
had already done her share; her labor of love had been 
completed. 

So, we see that Jesus found it necessary to call His 
yet unbelieving disciples aside from their duties to do 
some really serious thinking about what would soon 
take place. It was high time that they took an occasion 
to sit down and carefully evaluate the situation. Sev- 
eral years before World War II, I worked with a com- 
mercial artist who constantly would come out with 
some new ideas in the art field which he just knew 
would build up our employer’s business. He was 
young—just out of art school—and “rarin’ to go,” with 
very little consideration for monetary values. After 
all, it is always much easier to spend someone's else 
money than your own, and that is precisely what this 
young fellow tried to do. It was just about this time 
that I had written my first Gospel tract, and had it 


. printed .in, a, simple, unobtrusive style. Thinking it 


might have some effect upon him, I showed the tract 
to my artist friend. He surveyed it critically for a 
while from all angles, and then began to go off into 
wild, imaginative plans of what might be done with 
the tract to make it more acceptable to the public. He 
suggested illustrations, photographs, drawings, better 
paper, two or three color inks, and all the rest. It was 
necessary to bring this youthful enthusiast back from 
his flights of fancy to the practical everyday problems 
of life by asking a very mundane question: “Who's 
going to pay for all this?” And his bubble burst in 
mid-air. 

It was something of the same thing that occurred 
when our Lord Jesus Christ had to put a stop to the 
wishful thinking of His disciples. And His words 


i0 The only way to keep from falling is to grow ETERNITY 


ee a a aa 





sounded like the blowing up and breaking of a paper 
bag in a quiet room. The disciples were probably all 
struck dumb with amazement. They rubbed their eyes 
and stroked their bearded chins in astonishment and 
unbelief. Had they, indeed, heard right? What did 
Jesus mean? Let’s look at that which Christ said to 
them to bring such chagrin to these disciples: “A little 
while and ye shall not see Me; and again, a little while 
and ye shall see Me, because I go to the Father” (John 
16:16). A very simple statement: “A little while .. . 
and again, a little while.” There seems to be nothing 
so startling in that, and yet obviously the unnerved 
disciples gave evidence of their wonderment in the next 
verse: “Then some of His disciples said among them- 
selves: What is this that He saith unto us, A little 
while, and ye shall not see Me: and again, a little while, 
and ye shall see Me; and because I go to the Father?” 


In spite of the seriousness of the situation, the pic- 
ture of the puzzled disciples whispering among them- 
selves in utter incredulity must have brought a smile 
to the lips of our Lord. For surely, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who knows exactly what is going on in the 
human mind, could read those followers of His like a 
book. He knew their perplexity and was about to pre- 
sent the solution. One of the interesting things about 
being a preacher, and talking to audiences, is to watch 
their facial expressions and manifest attitudes. When 
I stand in the pulpit speaking to a congregation, I 
study the people very closely as I talk, for it permits 
me to know whether the points I am making are going 
over, or if further illustrations are necessary. And very 
often, it is extremely fascinating to watch audience- 
reactions to statements made from the pulpit. 

Some time ago, I preached to an audience on the 
subject, “God is Hate,” and I had no sooner announced 
the title than I noticed several people turn to each 
other and begin to whisper and shake their heads. Un- 
doubtedly, they thought their speaker had suddenly 
taken leave of his senses. “Imagine—saying that God 
is hate! The very idea! Why everyone knows that 
God is love, sweetness, goodness, and light; that He 
wouldn’t harm a flea.” Yet, of course, my message was 
designed to point out God’s perfect holiness and 
righteousness; His absolute hatred for all sin in any 
guise, and I chose to use that title to cause the con- 
gregation to stop and think. 

In exactly the same way, Jesus must have watched 
his followers closely as He said to them: “A little while 
and ye shall not see me; and again, a little while, and 
ye shall see me. . .” They were shocked! They mur- 
mured among themselves: “We cannot tell what He 
saith. . .” (verse 19)—or, to put it into “American” — 
“What's He talking about anyway? We don’t catch 
on.” Now, you know, of course, that Jesus was a top- 
notch preacher. He knew when illustrations or stories 
were needed to let some more light in on the subject 
He was dealing with. His whole ministry gave evi- 
dence of this discerning ability. To show you what I 
mean, recall that when Christ talked one night to 
Nicodemus about spiritual things, He dealt with a man 
who should have known all that there was to be known 
about the matter in question, but actually, was in abys- 
mal ignorance. Nicodemus, though a Pharisee, a grad- 
uate of the best schools of learning of his day, was 
ignorant of one of the most vital truths of life, and he 
gave ample evidence of his lack of understanding in 
the conversation he had with Jesus. When the Lord 
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Jesus Christ talked about “being born again,” Nico- 
demus stared in blank amazement. Instantly, the Lord 
saw the importance of an illustration—the use of a 
picture or phenomenon with which Nicodemus was 
familiar. And Jesus chose the wind. “Listen to that 
wind blowing, Nicodemus,” the Saviour said; “You 
hear the sound of it, but if you look outside the win- 
dow, you won’t see any wind. You won’t be able to tell 
its point of origin, or its destination. All you hear is 
the sound, and all you see is that which is accomplished 
by the wind. In the same way is everyone who is born 
of the Spirit. . .born again. He may not look any dif- 
ferent; he may not even act too much differently; yet 
the person who is born again will be different. A 
change will have taken place inside, not outside.” 

Then, too, when the Pharisees tried to trap Christ 
in regard to the paying of taxes, our Lord carefully used 
an illustration to convince His listeners of the truth 
He set forth. “Show me a penny. . .Whose image and 
superscription hath it?. .. Render unto Caesar the things 
which be Caesar’s and unto God the things which be 
God's.” Christ was, indeed, the great Illustrator. In the 
same fashion, therefore, we see that He sought to ex- 
plain by illustration this matter of “a little while” 
which so confused the disciples: “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, that ye shall weep and lament, but the world 
shall rejoice: Ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall 
be turned to joy. A woman when she is in travail, hath 
sorrow because her hour is come: but as soon as she 
has been delivered of the child, she remembereth no 
more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 
world” (verses 20, 21). How well Jesus knew the sor- 
row and the heartaches which His coming demise would 
bring to the lonely, loving disciples who had leaned so 
heavily upon Him. And how earnestly He longed to 
prepare them for that inevitable event. 

(Continued on page 45) 
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THE UP-AND-INS 


We have all heard of the down-and- 
outs. General Booth stood in London 
with a broken heart because of the 
submerged masses, and out of his 
heart of love was born the Salvation 
Army which ministers in the name of 
Christ to untold multitudes. 

At the other end of society there is 
an unfortunate group which is perhaps 
farther from God than any man who 
ever dragged the ruin of his body 
along Skid Row. They are the up- 
and-ins. They are on their way to a 
Christless eternity, most of them, just 
as surely, and perhaps even more 
surely, than the bums who wander on 
degradation lane. 

Almost anybody, high or low, can 
minister to the man who has fallen. 
He needs no argument to tell him that 
he is a sinner. And he will tell you 
almost immediately that he has no 
hope in himself or his own good 
works, for he knows himself and his 
failure. But at the other end of soci- 
ety are those who are rich in pride, 
and, because they are free from eco- 
nomic want, they imagine themselves 
free from spiritual needs. This is why 
the Lord Jesus said that it was easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of Heaven. It is more 
difficult to reach people of this class. 

There is still another group, much 
more closely related to the latter than 
to the former, and that is the group 
of professional people: doctors, law- 
yers, bankers, engineers, professors, 
scientists—who think that Christianity 
is out of date, and who do not meet 
many born again people. These peo- 
ple are more difficult to reach than the 
social outcast. Someone has likened 
them to a special mission field, speak- 
ing a foreign language, only approach- 
able by “native” evangelists who 
speak their “language” and mix with 
them day by day in their work or in 
their homes. 

We have been told by advertisers 
that a page advertisement in another 
religious magazine may bring 200 re- 
quests for information about a Bible, 
for example, at $2 or $3, but that a 
similar advertisement in this publica- 
tion will bring a hundred requests for 
information about $20 Bibles. This 
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would mean that many of you who 
read these lines are among the class 
that speaks the “language” of these 
people in our midst that are foreign 
to the Lord. If you do not make a de- 
termined effort to reach them, who 
will? 


CALL IT MURDER 


Several years ago we wrote an edi- 
torial concerning the use of airplanes 
by foreign mission societies. We point- 
ed out that it was a wonderful collect- 
ing point in taking offerings and in 
making appeals for money, but that 
there were practical questions which 
were more important than the glamor 
of having planes. 

There is a place for aviation in for- 
eign missions, but it is not a place that 
involves long distance flying in huge 
planes. The great air lines that fly out 
over the world are always ready to 
charter a plane for a single flight for 
an amount that is less than the cost of 
the total number of places available. 
For example, if Pan-American charges 
$800 for a one-way ticket to a central 
city in South America, they will gladly 
take twenty people on a chartered trip 
for less than $16,000. To own a Con- 
stellation would cost a missionary so- 
ciety more than a quarter of a million 
dollars, and they could fly it only on 
rare occasions and to fields large 
enough to land such a plane. To char- 
ter a worn-out plane from a cut-rate 
company would save two or three thou- 
sand dollars but would endanger the 
lives of the missionaries. 

If a mission is going to have a plane 
in wild jungle places where air travel 
is almost the only means of locomo- 
tion, then a proper study of the situa- 
tion must be made. A hangar must be 
built, and houses for a pilot and a 
mechanic. A first class tool shop must 
be built and spare parts amounting al- 
most to a total new machine must be 
on hand. Rust and decay in the trop- 
ics work many times more rapidly than 
in our countries. Hangars must be 
built at any points where a plane will 
have to stay for any length of time. 
Any mechanical failure at a distant 
point will demand the presence of an- 
other plane to fly in the parts needed 
for repair. The pilots and mechanics 
who run the job must be thoroughly 
trained. A Bible Institute student with 


a few hours of flying experience in the 
aviation “schools” that are not of the 
caliber that would qualify a pilot to 
fly for a commercial air line is not a fit 
person to take a plane over a tropical 
jungle. 

Any short cut in missionary aviation 
is murder and it is nothing else. Sev- 
eral years ago I predicted disaster in 
this field and said that the offending 
parties would call their casualties mar- 
tyrs and heroes of the faith and would 
want to raise money to send rescue 
parties to the scene of their disasters 
or to raise money for replacements. 
These people who have died in these 
missionary disasters are victims, and 
not martyrs. Their loved ones may 
rest quietly in the knowledge that all 
things work together for good, and 
these people will not have died in vain 
if their death stops this worthless effort 
that glorifies the flesh but does not 
honor the Lord in reality. 

Anyone who contributes to mission- 
ary aviation that does not follow the 
careful practices we have outlined 
above, employing men who have had 
thorough training and experience in 
flying, may consider himself not as a 
contributor, but as an accessory-before- 
the-fact in a case of murder. 


TAFT 


Perhaps a word of explanation of 
what may seem to be a political edi- 
torial is in order. Before the days of 
the radio commentators and column- 
ists almost all this type of writing and 
speaking was done by the ministers, 
and they thundered forth on all sub- 
jects pertaining to all aspects of life. 
I do not expect the world to listen to 
what I have to say, for the world re- 
fused to listen to my Lord, but I hope 
that some thoughtful Christians will 
realize where our nation is going, and 
that they will be small centers for the 
diffusion of thought and information 
in the midst of a very confused world. 

We rejoiced at the Republican vic- 
tory in Pennsylvania that put a min- 
ister’s son with a clean voting record 
into the United States Senate instead 
of a Democrat with a record of voting 
for liquor, gambling, and Sunday 
sports. ; 

We were also glad that Taft had won 
a victory in Ohio, and considered that 
his campaign had made the veteran 
Senator a strong candidate for the 
presidency in 1952. But Taft’s speech 
on foreign policy at the beginning of 
this year changed all that. A man who 
would make the proposals on foreign 
policy that Taft has made does not 
deserve the support of his fellow citi- 
zens, and his plan would lead the na- 
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tion to a place of retirement which 
would permit Russia to overrun the 
rest of the world and would bring us 
under the total domination of the 
Soviet within a very few years. 

Taft’s policy is the road to slavery. 
We must have none of it. We must 
defend the rights of free peoples at 
every outpost in the world where they 
are attacked. We must be ready to lose 
a hundred thousand men and to spend 
a hundred billion dollars to defend the 
rights of every little corner that is at- 


tacked by the enemy. Only thus can’ 


we keep tyranny from our shores for 
any length of time. While Taft has 
demonstrated his mastery of Ameri- 
can issues on many an occasion, his 
ignorance of foreign affairs is appall- 
ing, and the nation must repudiate it 
in every way possible. 

The Editor would vote for any Demo- 
crat that might be named to keep a 
man with Taft’s policies on foreign 
affairs out of the White House. It 
would be better for us to have a Tal- 
madge in the White House, bitter pill 
that that would be, than to have a man 
so blinded by isolationist prejudice 
that he could conceive the policy of 
crawling into a hole and then seeking 
to pull the hole in after himself. 

We might add one further idea: no 
matter who is in authority the debacle 
cannot be postponed too long, but it is 
better to have it a year sooner by the 
right means than to postpone it a day 
by the wrong means. 


EMPLOYMENT 


One of my favorite columnists 
writes in the liberal Christian Century 
under the mosi delightful name of 
Simeon Stylites, who was an ascetic 
who lived on top of a column for 68 
years! Simeon gives me many a 
chuckle, but occasionally I catch him 
off base, which is dangerous for one 
who lives on top of a column. 

Recently Simeon took a word from 
John Wesley, “Never be unemployed; 
never be triflingly employed,” and 
poked fun at it. He said that we 
should all be frequently unemployed 
and frequently employed with trifles. 
He suggested that history was on the 
side of the loafer, and gave Isaac New- 
ton as an example because he was sit- 
ting under an apple tree when he dis- 
covered gravitation. But most certain- 
ly Isaac Newton was employed while 
resting, and not with trifles. 

I remember the consternation of my 
young bride years ago, when she knew 
that I had a deadline to meet and two 
sermons to prepare, and when she saw 
me lying prone on the floor in front of 
the fire. She called me to do an er- 
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rand, and I went back to my lying 
down. A little while later she called 
me again for an unimportant matter. 
I suggested that perhaps she might 
allow me to work undisturbed for a 
while. Wide-eyed she said, “Work? 
I called you both times thinking that 
if you were up you might go to your 
desk and work.” She had to learn that 
I am one of the laziest men alive, and 
that I let my body return to a state of 
inertia on every possible occasion, in 
order that my mind and spirit may be 
fully employed. 

Simeon thinks that Wesley would 
have been happier if he had had a few 
trivialities. “He did not recognize that 
Grace Murray was foreordained to be 
his wife. But courtship is mostly 
‘trivialities,’ and he: was not strong on 
the trivial. If he had been he would 
have escaped marrying the harridan 
who overtook him.” Again Simeon is 
wrong. The little amenities of love 
are not only not trifles, but they are 
the solid cement that joins the stones 
of life together. A good husband, of 
whatever occupation, will want to “say 
it with flowers,” and he should say it 
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with a dish-cloth at times, and above 
all, say it with words. To change the 
figure, such matters of great impor- 
tance become the oil that lubricates 
the machinery of the home. Perhaps 
Wesley’s mistake was in not telling 
Grace often enough that he loved her 
and that she was the hearth by which 
he wished to warm himself before go- 
ing out on another circuit. She would 
have sandpapered down fast. And 
when he left home it would have been 
harder to leave, but the love of Christ 
would have constrained him, and he 
would have gone just the same. 


ROOTS OR BRANCHES 


The idea for this editorial came to 
me while reading an article by an 
English Baptist minister, Leslie Stokes, 
in a London weekly. “Once upon a 
time there was a tree. It was a lovely 
looking tree, shapely and strong and 
stately. But appearances are not al- 
ways to be trusted, and they were not 
in this case. For the tree knew in- 
wardly that its massive strength was 
beginning to wane. When the wind 


was strong, it had felt itself shaking 
ominously, and heard suspicious 
creaks. So, wisely, it took itself in 
hand. With much effort it grew 
another branch or two, and then 
looked stronger and safer than ever. 
But when the next gale blew, there was 
a terrific snapping of roots and, but 
for the support of a friendly neighbor, 
it would have been flat on the ground. 

“When the tree had recovered from 
the shock, it looked at its neighbor 
curiously. ‘Tell me,’ it said, ‘how is 
it that you have not only stood your 
ground, but are even able to help me, 
too?’ ‘Oh,’ replied the neighbor, 
‘that’s easy. When you were busy 
growing new branches I was strength- 
ening my roots.’” 

This is a parable, and a very good 
one, too. It represents the life both of 
churches and of individual Christians. 
One more paragraph from Mr. Stokes 
deserves application. “Many of us, 
when we begin to be concerned about 
our life and strength, grow new 
branches. We find it difficult to sup- 
port the ones we already have—so we 
start new ones! New committees (how 
we love committees!) new movements, 
more societies, more meetings! Ought 
we not rather attend to the roots? To 
strengthen the meetings for prayer and 
Bible study, and to be more diligent 


‘about these things in private as well? 


Old-fashioned things these are, of 
course, but then, roots are old-fash- 
ioned. And no substitute has been 
found for them.” 

We are seeing great mass move- 
ments of evangelism, and we pray 
God’s richest blessing upon them. Any- 
thing that can be done through Billy 
Graham, Merv Roselle, and the others 
who are having revival meetings with 
thousands of people attending, is in- 
deed a blessing. And while there will 
be many who will come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth and receive Jesus 
Christ as their personal Saviour, it 
should be realized that those who are 
already Christians are not going to 
grow spiritually through evangelistic 
meetings, nor through any activity in 
connection with them. There is no 
possibility of spiritual growth apart 
from the prayerful study of the Word 
of God. Sanctification comes through 
the Word of truth (John 17:17). 
Growth comes by the Word of God 
(1 Pet. 2:2). Faith comes by hearing 
the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). 

Mr. Stokes ends his article with a 
neat phrase. “And—who knows?— 
perhaps some day you will be able to 
afford to have another branch or 
two!” 


Jesus didn’t say “PU show you the way.” He said, “ I am the way.” 13 








The Administration Of Grace 


In the study before us, we come 
to the heart of the epistle to the 
Ephesians. It will have been noted 
that God’s great work on our behalf 
has been presented in several as- 
pects. ‘‘The exceeding greatness of 
His power’’ was manifested in the 
resurrection of Christ; it was dem- 
onstrated in our quickening, ascen- 
sion, and being seated in the Heaven- 
lies; it was observed in our being 
made one new man in Christ, the 
enmity between Jew and Gentile 
being abolished. Now we shall see 
how God’s dealing with us in grace 
is related to His other covenant 
which He made with Israel. You will 
be reading this study during the 
period when Christendom is cele- 
brating Easter. May our fellowship 
together cause us to commemorate 
the resurrection of our Lord daily 
in our hearts as we live from the 
resources of His risen life. 

Paul begins chapter three thus: 
**For this grace, I Paul, the prisoner 
of Christ Jesus in behalf of you, the 
Gentiles—since, indeed, ye heard of 
the administration of the grace of 
God which was given to me for 
you.’’ For two reasons Paul writes 
this great message (3:1-13) to them: 
because of the grace provided; be- 
cause he was the Lord’s prisoner to 
declare it. The King James version 
says ‘‘for this cause,’’ the Greek 
actually uses the word ‘‘for this 
grace.’’ Thus the cause is described. 
Our last study explained the con- 
tent of the cause—we who were far 
away were brought nigh; we who 
were without the camp of blessings 
as exiles have been born into the 
family as children. And again, ‘I, 
the prisoner of the Lord.’’ Paul was 
actually a prisoner at Rome, under 
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‘*protective custody.’’ But in writ- 
ing to the Ephesians he was not 
thinking of his chains of steel, his 
heart dwelt on the cords of love 
which bound him to the Lord whose 
prisoner he was. Paul knew the 
secret of the experience: 


Make me a captive, Lord, 
Then I shall be free 


In St. Jerome’s word vinctus for 
‘*prisoner,’’ we have the Latin root 
of the word ‘‘conquer,’’ and as we 
have seen, Paul on the Damascus 
road truly became the ‘‘conquered 
one’’ by sovereign grace. But at the 
same time he was a prisoner, he also 
was a missionary, for he says; ‘‘in 
the interests of you Gentiles, that is, 
you, the Gentiles.’’ A Jew is a mis- 
sionary to Gentile dogs; one bound 
with the cords of love is sent to those 
bound with the sinews of sin. Why? 
*‘For this grace.’ 

But what is his message? He con- 
tinues: ‘‘Since, indeed, ye heard of 
the dispensation of the grace of God 
which was given to me for you.’’ The 
term ‘‘dispensation’’ in the Author- 
ized Version is not to be thought of 
as a time word. It is to be thought 
of in an administrative sense. It 
literally means ‘‘the management of 
a household, the running of business 
affairs.’’ We speak of the ‘‘new deal, 
the old deal, the square deal.’’ In 
political circles these terms mean 
modes of political administration in 
Washington. God has always been 
gracious to His people Israel. Judg- 
ment was mixed with mercy. When 
the law was given at Sinai the Lamb 
was provided, first in type by ani- 
mal sacrifice, later in reality in Jesus 
Christ, God’s Lamb. But THovcH 
Gop Was Gracious He DEeaLt WITH 
IskaAEL ON THE Basis Or Law. But 
on the cross, the administration 
changes. The old nature, slain by 
the law, succumbs. From the empty 
tomb comes the risen Lord to usher 


in a new administration, not to abro- 
gate the law, but to make it full 
through His risen life manifested in 
the lives of the redeemed. The law 
is to condemn the old nature of sin, 
the natural man devoid of the Spirit 
of God. Grace makes available the 
new life to the new man in Christ, 
which enables the new nature, the 
supernatural man to live after the 
Spirit. 

Paul now uses a very interesting 
Greek construction which contains a 
nugget of grace. The word akouo, 
‘‘to hear’’ in Greek, has a two fold 
meaning: when used with one case 
in Greek it means to hear what has 
been said and to understand it; in 
the other instance it means to hear 
but not to understand what has been 
said. It is this latter use which the 
apostle employs here. Thus, he is 
saying: ‘‘Since indeed ye heard of 
the administration of grace, but you 
do not know what it is all about.’’ 
This is not strange, for even the 
prophets who wrote about it did not 
know what they were writing (1 Pet. 
1:10,11). Thus Paul tells us that 
‘‘the administration’’ of grace was 
given to him for us. How was it 
given? He continues ‘‘ According to 
revelation this mystery was made 
known to me.’’ As a Jew Paul knew 
the Old Testament. He certainly 
was familiar with the promises and 
prophecies concerning salvation. 
Still, to him as a student, it was a 
mystery. But when he was con- 
fronted with this very mystery it 
all became clear. When he was most 
blind, on the Damascus road, Paul 
saw most clearly. He saw the Lord. 
The mystery was unveiled. He was 
commissioned to declare the results 
of the revelation to the Gentile 
world. Thus Paul spoke with au- 
thority, not as a Jew steeped in Old 
Testament tradition, but as a cap- 
tive of grace who had trod redemp- 
tion’s pathway. The word ‘‘make 
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known’’ is not merely the word ‘‘to 
know,’’ but ‘‘to perceive, to make 
the intellect aware of.’’ Paul says, 
**T could not figure it out, I was not 


taught it by my teachers, but 
through the divine unveiling of the 
Lord Himself, I was given an under- 
standing of this mystery. And thus 
with the Lord as my Teacher, and 
His message to declare, a joyful 
prisoner am I, as I write to you.”’ 

‘‘But this is not all,’’ says Paul, 
‘‘this message is for you!’’ The 
preposition ‘for’’ is the Greek word 
eis meaning, ‘‘to, into.’’ Thus Paul 
is saying, ‘‘You are not merely to 
hear of the administration of grace, 
you are to experience it, for it is to 
be for you and into you!’’ He con- 
tinues: ‘‘Even as I wrote before in 
brief, so, while reading, you can un- 
derstand my insight into the mystery 
of Christ which in other generations 
was not made known to the sons of 
men, as it has now been made known 
to His holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit’’ (Eph. 3:5). The great- 
ness of the statement lies in the little 
word ‘‘now.’’ All the 
wonderful truths we 
have been studying in 
this epistle were pro- 
phetically recorded in 
the Old Testament. Holy 
men, moved by the Spir- 
it of God had written 
the record. But no one 
of them knew the mean- 
ing. It was only to be un- 
der stood during ‘‘the ad- 
ministration of grace.’’ 
Only apostles and 
prophets of this era 
would understand the 
message for this age— 
the age of grace. Peter 
was to unfold it to the 
Jews. Paul was chosen 
to reveal it to the Gen- 
tiles. 

What is the mystery? 
If we clearly under- 
stand the answer, we 
shall have the basis of 
dispensational teaching. 
If we clearly see the 
content of the mystery, 
we shall see that cove- 
nant theology does not 
preclude dispensational 
teaching. What is the 
message of the mystery 
for the many without 





fellow members of the body, and 
SuHarers of the promise in Christ 
Jesus THROUGH THE GOSPEL’’ (v.6). 
There are those who discount dis- 
pensational teaching on the ground 
that God has always been gracious. 
They point to God’s covenant with 
Israel. They point to its provisions 
which manifest the grace of God to 
them. They would show that by the 
promises God dealt with them by 
grace even though the law was pres- 
ent. Indeed, they would suggest that 
the very condemnation of the law is 
a form of grace in that it is a means 
whereby Israel could be warned of 
coming short of God’s holiness. The 
capstone of grace was the provided 
lamb whereby Israel could have 
atonement for sin. 


To this we agree. ‘‘Then why,’’ 


say they, ‘‘demand a dispensation 
of grace when you have it in the 
covenant?’’ Simply because the Gen- 
tiles were not included. ‘‘They were 
without hope, they were without 
Christ, they were strangers, they 
were aliens to the commonwealth of 








Christ, and _ without 
hope, and without God, 
and without the prom- 
ises? ‘‘That the Gentiles 
may be fellow-heirs, and 
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in the midst of a bombardment. 


ae ee 2 
Reprinted from Collier’s 
This war cartoon from Collier's shows a soldier setting an alarm clock 
Man can force himself to sleep, even 
as Jonah in the midst of the great storm, and needs the setting of his 
conscience with the Word of God to keep him really awake. 


Israel and of the covenants of prom- 
ise, THEY WERE WITHOUT GoD’’ 
(2:12). A Gentile, becoming a Jew, 
only then had access to God through 
the sacrifices and priesthood. Sin 
was atoned for but ever present. It 
was never removed. The mystery of 
the ‘‘administration of the grace of 
God’’ of which Paul here speaks 
does two things: First, for the Gen- 
tile it provides a way to be saved; — 
second, that Jew and Gentile may be 
together ‘‘fellow-heirs, fellow mem- 
bers of the body, and fellow-sharers 
of THE PROMISE IN JESUS CHRIST.”’ 
The old covenant never provided 
this abundance. In these privileges 
of grace’s mystery there is provided 
a possession, a life, and a promise. 
The Jews, as God’s earthly people 
were given many things; among 
them were a land, a book, and a 
promised Messiah. The Gentiles were 
promised nothing. But now! Jews 
and Gentiles, in Christ, are ‘‘fellow- 
heirs,’’ that is to say, they have been 
given an inheritance, based upon a 
fellowship, a fellowship in Christ. 
Thus Paul says ‘‘we are 
heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Jesus Christ’’ 
(Rom. 8:17) since we 
are His children. The 
law never accomplished 
_this for Israel. They 
were given such high 
privileges in their prom- 
ises. Then God dealt 
with a people, His peo- 
ple to be sure! Now God 
deals with His children, 
born by the Spirit, made 
possible through the 
blood. With Christ, re- 
deemed Jew and Gentile 
inherit with Him the 
Father, all that He is 
and has. Thus our Lord 
says on.the resurrection 
morning, ‘‘I ascend un- 
to My Father and unto 
your FATHER, and un- 
to My God and your 
Gop.’’ (John 20:17). 
Israel had Jehovah 
and the God of their fa- 
thers. But no Jew could 
ery ‘‘Abba, Father.’’ 
But now we can cry it, 
for ‘‘ye have not re- 
ceived the spirit of 
bondage again to fear; 
but ve have received the 
spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba, 
Father!’’ (Rom. 8:15). 
A close reading of the 
personal pronouns ‘‘ye”’ 
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and ‘‘we’’ shows that this is a new 
privilege for Paul, as a converted 
Jew. 

‘“Members of His body,’’ a com- 
pound word in the Greek suggests 
the vital relationship that we as the 
redeemed have in our blessed Lord. 
As Jews and Gentiles we were at 
war. Their religion excluded us 
from God. But the cross changed 
all that. Now we are what the Jews 
were not. With them, we are mem- 
bers of His body. ‘‘And that He 
(Christ) might reconcile both unto 
God in one body by the cross, hav- 
ing slain the enmity thereby, having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments con- 
tained in ordinances.’’ (Eph. 2:16, 
15). The religion of the flesh drove 
us apart. The new life in the Spirit 
brings us together. The covenant of 
Israel never could accomplish that! 

Again, ‘‘sharers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the Gospel,’’ 
what of that? Israel never had any- 
thing like this! What is the prom- 
ise? It is to be found in the Gospel. 
What is the promise of promises? 
‘*How that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scripture, and that 
He was buried, and that He arose 
again the third day according to the 
Seripture.”’ (1 Cor. 15:3,4). The 
Latin pun for our English ‘‘prom- 
ise’’ is most interesting. ‘‘Promise’’ 
comes from pro and mitto, which 
means ‘‘to send before.’’ That actu- 
ally occurred at Calvary. Gentiles 
who were dead in sins, and Jews who 
could not be justified by the law, 
were both victims of God’s wrath 
which was to be poured out at the 
time of His appointment upon them. 
But the Father in Heaven sends the 
Son to intercept by His death the 
wrath of God meant for us. The 
Jew and Gentile have a new deal in 
Christ. There is-a new administra- 
tion. No longer the priesthood work- 
ing in Jerusalem, but our Divine 
Lord in the glory, on the Father’s 
throne, having satisfied the law, now 
makes intercession for us. And we 
are seated with Him! A new ad- 
ministration—an administration of 
grace! Oh Israel! Is your covenant 
greater than this? Oh Gentile! 
What else do you need than this? 

‘‘Through the Gospel’’ is the way 
to these privileges. Believing the 
written Word leads to the living 
Word. ‘‘Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God’’ 
(Rom. 10:17). All has been done. 
We have now but to believe. No 
longer is there the administration 
of the law which condemns. Now 
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there is the administration of grace 
which invites to the Savior. 

In verses seven to nine Paul sets 
before us his ministry as the agent 
of this mystery in a three-fold man- 
ner: he is a qualified agent, having 
experienced this grace (v.7) ; he has 
been set apart to preach the un- 
searchable riches of this mystery 
(v.8); his desire is that men will 
plumb the depths of this mystery 
(v.9). 

‘By which (Gospel) I became a 
minister by the gift of God’s grace 
which was given to ime according to 
the energy of His ability’’ (v.7). By 
Paul’s choice of words one can see 
that he was truly an object of this 
grace. His ministry was a gift of 
grace. Considering Saul of Tarsus 
it had to be so. In ‘‘gift’’ and 
‘‘grace’’ the Greek words spell out 
in the strongest manner possible the 
unmerited favor of God. In the 
terms ‘‘effectual working of His 
power’’ (A.V.) we have the Greek 
words for ‘‘energy and that power 
which enables one to do a thing, 
energeian and dunamis, the latter 
word giving us the English word 
‘*dynamite.’’ And it took the energy 
of God to dynamite the apostle out 
of his phariseeism into his apostle- 
ship. 

‘*To me, myself, who am less of 
the least of all saints was given this 
grace’ (v.8). Paul is apparently 
overcome. Here we have a break in 
his thought. He thinks back upon 
what he was. He has just recorded 
what he is! It is too much. To show 
his gratitude faintly he uses the 
most emphatic form of the personal 
pronoun possible plus the superla- 
tive of the adjective ‘‘less,’’ plus 
the comparative of the same adjec- 
tive. Paul never forgot the pit from 
which he had been blown ‘‘dyna- 
mitely speaking.’’ It was only sover- 
eign grace that could do it. Paul, 
above all others, knew what was his 
due. Paul, above all others, knew 
how to appreciate what had been 
done for him. 

But: with this privilege, great 
though it is, comes a greater respon- 
sibility. He is called to be a minister 
**to the Gentiles, to gospel the un- 
traceable riches of Christ and to en- 
lighten all men as to what is the 
administration of the mystery which 
has been concealed from the ages in 
God, who created all things’’ (vs. 
8b,.9). Two verbs sum up Paul’s 
missionary responsibility—to gospel 
—and to enlighten. Paul does not 
use the ordinary Greek word for 
preach. He uses a verb made from 


the noun ‘‘Gospel.’’ He never 
thought of his testimony as a pro- 
fession. To him it was always a dec- 
laration—a declaration of good 
news. Paul never appealed to ig- 
norance nor was he willing to leave 
people in religious darkness. His lot 
was to enlighten. He wanted men 
to know the message. He wanted 
them to experience the good news. 
For the Authorized Version’s ‘‘un- 
searchable’’ Paul uses the word ‘‘un- 
traceable,’’ as though to suggest that 
once lost in sin; we now find our- 
selves lost in the maze of Christ’s 
riches. It is a glorious experience 
for a poor saint to be lost in the 
riches of his Lord. Paul, in his ex- 
perience, discovered many riches, 
but the more he discovered the more 
he found there was still to be dis- 
covered. They simply could not be 
traced out. They were too abun- 
dant—‘‘the exceeding riches of His 
grace.”’ 


Again, Paul manifests the essence. 


of grace in the timing of the mes- 
sage. This mystery was hidden since 
time began with God, in fact, it 
dwelt in the Father’s heart in eter- 
nity. Ages came and ages went. 
Still the mystery was concealed. And 
then, the cross. The concealed is re- 
vealed. You and I are to share it! 
We are to know its administration. 
We are assured that God deals 
with us in grace. 

‘‘In order that now it may be 
known, the manifold wisdom of God, 
by the rulers and the authorities in 
the Heavenlies, through the agency 
of the called out ones according to 
the eternal purpose which He ac- 
complished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord’’ (vs.10,11). Here is a stupen- 
dous passage. Who were the rulers 
and authorities in the Heavenlies? 
Satan and his hosts! Why does 
God’s wisdom need to be shown to 
them? To them has God failed? 
Adam disobeyed God’s Word in the 
Garden. Men disobeyed God’s voice 
in conscience. Human government 
was a failure. Abraham, son of 
promise, was faulty, Israel was re- 
bellious, God’s ordinances of bless- 
ing became a curse to the Jews. At 
each stage Satan could say to God, 
‘*Failed again!’’ But in the fullness 
of time, He, who was to come, came! 
Not from necessity did He come, but 
of eternal purpose. Satan feared 
that Coming One. Satan tried to kill 
his Slayer. Through Herod at His 
birth, and Judas at His death. The 
Devil himself tried to tempt our 
Lord after His wilderness fast. 

(Continued on page 44) 
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CURRENT EVENTS IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE 


Postscript Un horea 


In addition to the article in this 
issue by the Rev. Harold Voelkel, the 
Editor has secured some information 
on Korea which will supplement the 
story and present more of the horrible 
details which are set forth there. The 
story is of such overwhelming impor- 
tance, that a little duplication may be 
excused. 

Wherever the Communists went dur- 
ing their surge through Southern Ko- 
rea they followed their policy of liqui- 
dation of all leaders, with special 
emphasis on Christians: pastors, edu- 
cators, and doctors headed the list. In 
Seoul many of them were rounded up, 
forced to join their hands together, 
somewhat in the attitude of prayer, 
and then had wires thrust through the 
hands so that they could not move in 
any way. These wires were joined to 
a lengthy wire, connecting many men 
together. The men were then driven 
off toward the North and when they 
became too exhausted to walk further, 
they were shot or clubbed to death and 
buried in graves by the roadside. 

Church property in many cases was 
taken over, destroyed, or defiled pur- 
posely, as a mark of their hatred of 
Christianity and all it stands for. The 
Communist headquarters in Pyong- 
yang, the Northern capital, was a mas- 
sive concrete building erected in the 
center of the Presbyterian Mission 
compound, while the schools were 
turned over to the Reds as Communist 
training centers, with large pictures of 
Stalin and Mao set up on the outside 
of the walls. As the U.N. troops forced 
their way North toward Seoul, in the 
towns of Taejun, Chungju, Suwon, and 
others, not less than 25,000 bodies were 
found in mass graves, into which they 
had been thrown, doubtless before 
some had fully expired. 
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The above information I have se- 
cured from Dr. T. Stanley Soltau, 
whom I have known for many years, 
and whom I visited in Korea when he 
was a missionary there. He spent 25 
years in Korea and is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with every part of the coun- 
try. Forced out by the early phases of 
the second world war, he returned to 
the United States, and has been the 
pastor of the First Evangelical Church 
in Memphis for the past few years. 
Under his ministry the church has 
grown to the point where a new audi- 
torium is being erected to accommo- 
date the growing numbers of people 
who have been blessed under his min- 
istry. From time to time we have pub- 
lished Bible studies from his pen. 

As I have recently spent a week in 
Memphis, teaching in another church, 
I met Dr. Soltau again, and had some 
time with him concerning the situation 
in Korea. It came to me so forcefully 
that I wanted to pass along to our 
readers the true picture, so that those 
who have any illusions about the Reds 
in Korea, or in China, or in any other 
place, may know the stark reality of 
truth. The pattern is an old one, the 
same that the Reds followed in Russia 
in 1917, and the same that they have 
followed in the Baltic States, in Po- 
land, and in every other place where 
they have come to control, even for a 
short time. 

Dr. Soltau told me that he had fre- 
quently been asked why the North Ko- 
reans had so quickly become Commu- 
nists. In answer to that question he 
explained as follows. While many were 
doubtless deceived by the lies and 
propaganda of the Communists with 
their promises of land and easy living. 
the great majority are opposed to 
Communism as much as, if not more 









than those who live in the South, who 
have not yet fully experienced its ruth- 
lessness and oppressions. During the 
early days of the occupation by the 
Communists in the North and the 
American troops in the South, nearly 
one thousand refugees a day came 
across the 38th parallel. These carried 
with them only the clothes they wore 
and crossed the line under cover of 
darkness. Their common deseription 
of the situation in the North was, “Un- 
der the Japanese, conditions were terri- 
ble; under the Russians, they are un- 
speakable and infinitely worse. Now 
we are all beggars.” 

Many of the prisoners captured 
among the Northern troops were young 
men who had been rounded up and 
forced against their wills to carry 
arms. 

Another question which is frequent- 
ly raised is why there are so few lead- 
ers among the Koreans. During the 
thirty-odd years of the Japanese occu- 
pation it was the government’s policy 
to train only very few Koreans for 
comparatively minor positions in the 
government. After the liberation of the 
country these men were naturally re- 
garded by their fellow countrymen as 
collaborators and traitors, and there- 
fore, there was absolutely no one who 
had had any experience in government 
circles who could be put into places 
of prominence. Several leading Pres- 
byterian pastors, because of their 
church experiences, were used as pro- 
vincial governors and. in similar im- 
portant positions. But in any event 
there lies ahead a rather lengthy period 
of training in the theory and practice 
of government, before a strong fabric 
can be built up. 

At this point in the conversation be- 

(Continued on page 44) 
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LETTERS FROM KOREA 


Harold Voelkel writes of his experiences as a Chaplain 


October 6, 1950 


Until today I was assigned to the 
7th Division which was stationed at 
An Yang, about 10 miles south of 
Seoul, half way to Su Wun. Today I 
came over to the Logistical Command 
which in English means the Supply 
Department of the Army, located at 
In Chun. The probability is, although 
we can’t be sure, that we'll be here for 
sometime, and it will prove a fine base 
from which to operate. There are 
some 5,000 prisoners of war here, 
many deceived Christians from the 
North among whom I'll be working, 
and also R.O.K. troops, a fine evangel- 
istic challenge. And with the fine as- 
phalt foad to Seoul I'll be able to run 
up and contact the various people and 
groups there. 

I wonder if you wouldn’t like to 
know something of the set-up, that is 
a detail or two about the life of a 
civilian chaplain, which is no different 
from the life of any other soldier on 
duty in Korea. The day we arrived we 
were driven from Kimpo Airport right 
over to Ascom City, Headquarters of 
the 10th Corps that was occupying the 
bombed and blasted quarters that the 
Americans built in 1945. We were as- 
signed to quarters for the night in the 
VIP section which for those unac- 
quainted with army lingo means “Very 
Important People.” That was quite 
satisfying to our vanity until we saw 
the place, the second floor of a shelled 
building, with cots crowded into it 
occupied by privates, Red Cross men 
and some queer- foreigner, perhaps a 
British officer, who sported a pointed 
beard. We got some sleep but it was 
against great handicaps as for example 





Mr. Voelkel has been a missionary in Korea 
for more than twenty years. In the summer 
of 1950 he was evacuated from his station in 
Andong, leaving all his household and per- 
sonal goods behind. This was his second 
experience of this kind. He was evacuated 
immediately after Pear! Harbor, but returned 
as soon as it was possible to do so at the 
end of the war. Not long after his recent 
evacuation to Japan, he returned to Korea 
as an Army Chaplain. 
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a fellow coming in during the night to 
flash a light in our faces and ask if 
we were Capt. X. 

In the morning we scrounged water 
enough to shave out of an army hel- 
met, pouring the wash water out the 
window, second floor, to the regions 
below. That day we were driven to the 
7th Division to which are attached 
some 8,000 Korean troops which were 
to be the field of service for us. The 
Division had taken over an elementary 
school, and all the departments of a 
huge division crowding into the build- 
ing burst its bounds and overflowed 
into the yard and grounds. We were 
given a tent located beside the dusty 
road, terribly dusty, that covered our 
stuff with layers of dirt continually. 
The army has issued us all sleeping 
bags and it looked for a while as if 
we would have to sleep on the ground, 
but fortunately the local chaplain came 
along with two litters from the medi- 
cal group that we used with deep grati- 
tude. How the ladies who read these 
letters would react to the mess hall 
where sergeants with their caps on, 
with two or three days growth of beard 
brought on the food! The menus are 
great, limited of course to canned food, 
but plentiful and varied with a sur- 
prising range considering the condi- 
tions. The sight of the GI’s sleeping 
outdoors on the ground in sleeping 
bags with only shorts on, no under- 
shirt, these chilly nights gave me the 
chills. 

During the day we'd visit the Korean 
troops, holding impromptu meetings, 
and call on church groups when in vil- 
lages where there were congregations. 
At nightfall our tent was a dismal place 
without light, of course, but we were 
able to borrow a Coleman lamp. Fre- 
quently I went over to the dispensary 
that had electricity and wrote letters. 
At first I had a job getting accustomed 
to the litter and the sleeping bag, but 
gradually, just being tuckered out, I 
got off to sleep very readily and de- 
spite the really cold weather got good, 
refreshing sleeps. 


Today we came half way back to 
civilization, we are living in a former 
Japanese house with COTS (big im- 
provement). We are to be here until 
Monday and then get into a house that 
is being prepared for officers. The mess 
hall here is in the assembly hall of a 
girls’ school and is better than any- 
thing I’ve yet seen in Korea. I about 
roared when I entered the mess tonight 
for lo and behold here was a Korean 
jazz band blowing away. The Special 
Services I suppose had hired them for 
morale purposes. Seven musicians, and 
they did pretty well to enliven the meal 
hour, but a jazz band in this land is so 
different from the music I’ve been as- 
sociated with it seemed incredible. The 
drummer and pianist and the rest of 
them swayed from side to side as they 
played and when I finished eating I 
went up and got into conversation with 
them. When I asked who were Chris- 
tians they all pointed to the pianist! 
I then went on to ask how a Christian 
could be carrying on the way he was 
to which he replied that he was “all 
right on the inside.” I suggested that 
he be O.K. on the outside too. A num- 
ber said they would go to church day 
after tomorrow, Sunday. 

On the way over to In Chun this af- 
ternoon I had an unforgettable and a 
sad experience. A few miles east of 
In Chun has been established a mili- 
tary cemetery for the American forces, 
and today the highest officers and gen- 
erals of the Army, Marines, and other 
services gathered for the occasion. 
There are over 500 American graves 
and a number of Korean ones. I tried 
to think of the homes from which 
these boys came with the heartache and 
heartbreak of parents in their sorrow 
and loss. 

What an awful thing war is. O may 
God in His mercy overrule the affairs 
of the nations and grant us peace. Yes- 
terday I was passing a Korean home 
and heard a woman mourning and up- 
on inquiry learned she was weeping 
over the death of her son killed in the 
shelling of In Chun. The people here 
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still seem to be in a daze from the ten- 
sion of the Communist regime and then 
the fearful shock and devastation of the 
invasion. Many, many people have lost 
all their material possessions BESIDES 
loved ones. How very much more Ko- 
rea needs our prayer and help than 
ever before. May the Lord in His 
grace make up to Korea for all she has 
passed through in these recent years. 


Oct. 9, 1950. 


Part of my assignment is working 
among the Prisoners of War and I 
don’t know that anything I have ever 
seen moved me as my visit to the POW 
hospital. All the POW’s are housed in 
the former Inchun prison, not a bad 
building in its way, but now in a mis- 
erable condition, and many of the 
rooms are filled to overflowing with 
hospital cases. The suffering of these 
prisoners is indescribable. The Ameri- 
can Army is doing a wonderful job in 
attempting to care for them and is sup- 
plying generous stocks of drugs and 
medicines and American officers and 
men are helping in caring for the sick, 
but what is so little among so many. 
There must be some 6,000 prisoners 
and the number grows daily. I went 
from room to room where the former 
Reds.were living on straw mats, covered 
with army blankets, with every imag- 
inable wound and illness. Some were 
crying out in their agony of pain. I 
saw one young fellow who had been 
bayoneted through the arm, with a 
hole so large through his arm that you 
could see through it, and the doctors 
informed me they were going to ampu- 
tate the arm that morning. 

I must have spoken to eight or more 
groups averaging up to a hundred, 
comforting them as best I could under 
the circumstances attempting to point 
them to Christ and also to remind them 
of the evil of godless Communism. 
Down in the kitchen they had about 
50 well and strong prisoners working, 
keen and alert fellows, many of them 
from Pyong Yang, a number of whom 
said they were Christians. They were 
greatly interested in my remarks and 
responded readily and it was difficult 
to believe that these fellows who 
seemed so agreeable and pleasant were 
the bunch that were killing our Amer- 
ican men a few weeks ago. How they 
had been victimized by the Reds! As 
I kept asking each group why they had 
attacked South Korea they all answered 
that they were forced to do it, which 
may be true in some cases or even in 
many instances but certainly not in all. 

After the POW visit I drove into 
Seoul and as I arrived on the mis- 
sionary compound all the servants were 
waiting for me with news that had 
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them all agitated and got me worked 
up too, namely that the army was tak- 
ing over our houses, all but the Adams’ 
house which the servants told the army 
was now occupied by a missionary 
since Ned had been back on a visit. I 
immediately went over to Eighth Ar- 
my Headquarters in the hope that I 
could ward off the deal but the Colonel 
was all prepared for objections, in fact 
he happened to be the same immovable 
individual who had taken over the 
compound in 1946, knew all our argu- 
ments and simply answered that the 
army was in the midst of a shooting 
war that with the destruction in Seoul 
there was less property available than 
before and that the army was much 
larger than in 1945, and moreover that 
we couldn’t expect the Americans to 
live out in the cold. Since he had all 
the power needed to take the houses 
and had previously decided to take 
them, there was little I could do. He 
did assure me that the army would 
leave them in good condition when 
they left, but we shall see. 


October 11, 1950. 

Back after another full day in Seoul. 
Things are picking up and the changes 
taking place in the city are surprising. 
Among other things is the return of the 
crowds. On my first trip soon after 
the siege it resembled a ghost town 
with few people on the streets but now 
“business as usual” seems to be the 
spirit with everybody (or nearly every- 
body) back, the shops filling up with 
goods, the streets being cleaned, and 


temporary buildings started on the 
rubbish ‘of previous homes and stores. 
People are sere to laugh again and 
those fortunate enough to be alive are 
mighty grateful that they escaped the 
fate of others. Time is a wonderful 
healer and some have already gotten 
far away enough from the recent suf- 
fering to become involved again in for- 
mer jealousies and enmities. THIS IS 
RUMOR, please note, but I overheard 
a man in one Seoul group today tell a 
cronie of his that a number of the other 
group had participated in pro-Commu- 
nist demonstrations during the recent 
Red occupancy, and also that a group 
of pastors had put on a Communist-co- 
operating mass meeting by the Chris- 
ians. Please note again that this is ru- 
mor and I mention it merely to chal- 
lenge all who read these letters not to 
lessen your intercession for the leaders 
here that in this period of national suf- 
fering a real unity may bind all to la- 
bor together for the rehzbilitation of 
the land and the church. Only one 
room in the C.L.S. Building is fit at all 
for occupancy, the large committee 
room on the second floor and a few 
desks have been put in there. It is the 
rallying place for the Christian leaders 
of the city. 

Then I went out to the compound 
and found that Ned Adams had not yet 
returned. He was expected back last 
Saturday (today is Wednesday). The 
servants said he expected to drive back 
and with his Ford in the condition it 
is I wouldn’t be surprised if he were 
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relatives in te U. S. give 
me letters to mail to let 
their relatives know that 
all is well which I am 
happy to do. 


Pyong Yang, Korea, 
October 29, 1950. 


Think of all that it means 
to be able to write the 
above address; Pyong 
Yang—after ten years. 
From all that I can gather 
Howard Moffett was the 
first to return, having ar- 
rived a week ago, only a 
day or so after the city 
fell. I hear that Charles 
Bernheisel and Buddy 
Avison are “up front” 
with the troops, and they 
may have been the first 
to reach the city. Bill 
Shaw got here last Tues- 
day and our truck and 
jeep carrying Ned Adams, 
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who wish to know more about Christianity. 


delayed another week (or two) getting 
to Seoul from Taiku with that wreck. 
A Pusan contractor was fixing up the 
houses, and the servants had gathered 
some stray pieces of furniture and put 
them all in one room of our basement. 
When Ned gets back he can use what- 
ever he wants of the furniture in 
his house. We are particularly hap- 
py that the servants got our piano 
back. I saw a Jeep station wagon that 
looked exactly like the DeCamps’ being 
driven by an army major so | stopped 
him and asked about it but he as- 
sured me it was a U.S. State Depart- 
ment vehicle. I don’t know what I’d 
do if I saw a Cheyie Carryall come 
along! 

I took Han Kyung Chik, Pak Young 
Hi, Yoo Haw Jin, Im Rung Bin to 
meet the Eighth Army Chaplain who 
had just arrived from Pusan. Their 
Headquarters are now in the Seoul Im- 
perial University Building. The pas- 
tors are asking for tents to house the 
people who are returning from the hills 
whose homes have been destroyed. I 
visited Han Kyung Chik’s orphanage 
and learned that that wonderful matron 
and all the children had been there 
throughout the bombing and siege of 
the city. Nothing came near them. The 
Chief of Chaplains from Washington 
is to be in Seoul over the coming week 
end and Han Kyung Chik asked that it 
be arranged for him to preach in Beth- 
any Church Sunday morning. Last 
Sunday 2,500 gathered in the morning 
service. On each visit numbers with 
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Hill and Fran Kinsler, 
plus five Korean pastors 
(Yoon High Yung, Han Kyung Chik, 
Yi In Sik, Kim Yung Sun, Yoo Haw 
Joon). I planned to ride with them but 
it didn’t work out that way. Instead | 
got a jeep and trailer for my own use 
and came up yesterday. It was a beau- 
tiful day and the thrill of being able to 
cross the 38th parallel was tremendous. 


‘But the sights en route were dreadful. 


Kae Sung was hardly damaged at all, 
but the other cities all along the route, 
Kum Chon, Whang Ju, and Sari Wun 
are all in ashes, almost a total ruin. 
The march north of the armies is so 
recent the towns and cities are still 
quite deserted. People are returning 
to their homes after the invasion, all 
along the roads are families carrying 
their belongings. 

I left Seoul about 7:30 A.M. and at 
4:00 P.M. had crossed the pontoon 
bridge north of Kija’s grave. Soon I 
was at the compound, in front of Miss 
Doriss’ house where the four mission- 
aries are “camping.” My, how my soul 
stirred at the privilege of once more 
standing on this holy ground. But 
what a sight for anyone who knew 
these scenes in their former beauty. 
How different! The whole place is 
overrun with weeds, and tall grass, and 
debris. The Army and Air Force have 
taken over all the properties. The 
Women’s Higher Bible Institute and 
the dorm is a billet, Phillips’ house is 
a mess hall, Miss Best’s is the Air 
Force’s mess, where I was Howie Mof- 
fett’s guest last night. General Par- 
tridge (Air Force) is in Biggers. Over 





on the other side, Hill’s, Roberts’, 
Hamilton’s, and the new Swallen house 
are GI’s. Lutz’ house is in need of 
much repair. The seminary houses are 
in need of repairs. The seminary build- 
ing, the Foreign School building and 
the gymnasium can be fixed up and 
used again. But everything is changed 
around and isn’t easily recognizable as 
our former missionary compound. 


Kim I] Sung, the premier of North 
Korea, lived in Miss Best’s house. He 
had an atom-bomb proof shelter, a 
whole apartment, air-conditicned. It 
was quite a showplace and everybody 
was enjoying visiting it, but today 
when I went over to look at it a sign 
forbidding entrance kept me out. The 
old Swallen house is a wreck and I 
took a picture of it that will show how 
damaged it is. The house was com- 
pletely changed around. I didn’t rec- 
ognize the interior arrangement. Com- 
munist literature is littered all over the 
place. Blair’s house is gone. And so 
is Bernheisel’s. In Bernheisel’s front 
yard (?) is the imposing capitol build- 
ing of the North Korea regime, a beau- 
tiful structure of brick and granite with 
a fountain in front and attractive land- 
scaping. It is on our property and 
we're all hoping that someday, some- 
how or other, we'll be able to get it for 
church use. The army is in there now 
and it is the kind of place the UN 
would likely take over. But we’re not 
going to suggest it to them. 

What a day this has been. Last 
night a group of GI’s over at the Air 
Force asked me to hold a service for 
them which I was happy to do. This 
afternoon at two o'clock a union serv- 
ice was announced for the West Gate 
Church. I had brought several boxes 
of Korean New Testaments and Gos- 
pels from Seoul, and at a little before 
two I went over to the Church yard to 
have a picture taken for the Bible So- 
ciety. How the crowd gathered, and 
then when the older people discovered 
that I was Swallen Moksa’s son-in-law, 
what a reception I got. One woman 
called out, “He baptized me.” At ten 
after two the big church was crowded 
out and a mob outside that couldn’t 
get in. I also took an indoor picture 
that I hope turns out well that you 
might get the inspiration of the crowd. 
What joy! They were singing, “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” and 
when the young ‘fellows started bring- 
ing in the boxes of N.T.’s and the con- 
gregation learned what they were, they 
applauded. The atmosphere of the 
place was magnetic, release after the 
tension of the Japanese war years and 
the Communist oppression. How they 

(Continued on page 38) 
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JOHN NEWTON 


Into the worldly and materialistic 
English Church of the mid-eighteenth 
century came the sound Gospel minis- 
try of John Newton and a few other 
evangelical clergymen who have been 
called by Sir James Stephen “the sec- 
ond founders of the Church of Eng- 
land.” He was a prolific writer of po- 
ems, sermons, and letters. In 1777 he 
published Forty-One Letters on Relig- 
ious Subjects from which this letter 
“On the Practical Influence of Faith” 
is taken. 

How astounding it is, when we hear 
persons speaking the language of as- 
surance, that they know their accep- 
tance with God through Christ, and 
have not the least doubt of their inter- 
est in all the promises; while, at the 
same time, we see them under the in- 
fluence of unsanctified tempers, of a 
proud, passionate, positive, worldly, or 
selfish carriage. 

It is not only plain from the general 
teaching of Scripture, that a covetous, 
a proud, or a censorious spirit, are no 
more consistent with the spirit of the 
Gospel, than drunkenness or murder; 
but there are many express texts di- 
rectly pointed against the evils which 
too often are found among professors. 
Thus the apostle James assures us, 
“That if any man seemeth to be re- 
ligious, and bridleth not his tongue, 
his religion is vain:” and the apostle 
John, “That if any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him;” 
and he seems to apply this character 
to any man, whatever his profession 
or pretenses may be, “who having this 
world’s goods, and seeing his brother 
have need, shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him.” Surely these 
texts more than intimate, that the faith 
which justifies the soul, does likewise 
receive from Jesus grace for grace, 
whereby the heart is purified, and the 
conversation regulated as becomes the 
Gospel of Christ. 

There are too many who would have 
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the preaching of the Gospel confined 
to the -privileges of believers; and 
when the fruits of faith, and the tem- 
pers of the mind, which should be 
manifest in those whq have “tasted 
that the Lord is gracious,” are incul- 
cated, think they sufficiently evade all 
that is said, by calling it legal preach- 
ing. I would be no advocate for legal 
preaching; but we must not be de- 
terred by the fear of a hard word, 
from declaring the whole counsel of 
God; and we have the authority and 
example of Paul, who was a champion 
of the doctrine of free grace, to ani- 
mate us in exhorting professors to 
“walk worthy of God, who has called 
them to His kingdom and glory.” And 
indeed the expression of a believer’s 
privilege is often misunderstood. It is 
a believer’s privilege to walk with God 
in the exercise of faith, and by the 
power of His Spirit, to mortify the 
whole body of sin; to gain a growing 
victory over the world and self, and to 
make daily advances in conformity to 
the mind that was in Christ. And 
nothing that we profess to know, be- 
lieve, or hope for, deserves the name 
of a privilege, farther than we are in- 
fiuenced by it to die unto sin, and to 
live unto righteousness. Whosoever is 
possessed of true faith, will not confine 
his inquiries to the single point of his 
acceptance with God, or be satisfied 
with the distant hope of Heaven here- 
after. He will likewise be eager to 
glorify God in the world, and enjoy 
such foretastes of Heaven as are at- 
tainable while he is yet upon earth. 
Faith, then, in its practical exercise. 
has for its object the whole word of 
God, and forms its estimate of all 
things with which the soul is at present 
concerned, according to the standard 
of Scripture. Like Moses, it “endures, 
as seeing Him who is invisible.” When 
our Lord was upon earth, and con- 
versed with His disciples, their eyes 
and hearts were fixed upon Him. In 
danger He was their defender; their 
guide when in perplexity; and to Him 


and He will turn all opposition into blessing 


they looked for the solution of all their 
doubts, and the supply of all their 
wants. He is now withdrawn from our 
eyes; but faith sets Him still before us 
for the same purposes, and, according 
to its degree, with the same effects; as 
if we actually saw Him. His spiritual 
presence, apprehended by faith, is a 
restraint from evil, an encouragement 
te every service, and affords a present 
refuge and help in every time of 
trouble. To this is owing the delight 
a believer takes in ordinances, because 
there he meets his Lord; and to this 
likewise it is owing, that his religion 
is not confined to public occasions; 
but he is the same person in secret as 
he appears to be in the public assem- 
bly; for he worships Him who sees in 
secret, and dares appeal to His all-see- 
ing eye for the sincerity of his de- 
sires and intentions. 

By faith he is enabled to use pros- 
perity with moderation; and knows 
and feels, that what the world calls 
good is of small value, unless it is ac- 
companied with the presence and bless- 
ings of Him whom his soul loveth. 
And his faith unholds him under all 
trials, by assuring him that every dis- 
pensation is under the direction of his 
Lord; that chastisements are a token 
of His love; that the season, measure, 
and continuance of his sufferings, are 
appointed by infinite wisdom, and de- 
signed to work for his everlasting 
good; and that grace and strength 
shall be afforded him, according to his 
day. Thus, his heart being fixed, trust- 
ing in the Lord, to whom he has com- 
mitted all his concerns, and knowing 
that his best interests are safe, he is 
not greatly afraid of evil tidings, but 
enjoys a stable peace in the midst of a 
changing world. For though he can- 
not tell what a day may bring forth, 
he believes that He, who has invited 
and enabled him to cast all his cares 
upon Him, will suffer nothing to befall 
him but what shall be made subservi- 
ent to his chief desire, the glory of 

(Continued on page 43) 
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editations 
in the book of Genesis 


March 1 
HER MISTRESS WAS DESPISED (16:4) 


We are told that “Pride goeth before de- 
struction” (Prov. 16:18), but here we see 
pride as one of the effects of sin. In a 
world of tent walls there was nothing that 
could be done in secret, and the whole com- 
pany of Abram’s world had known that he 
had gone in unto Hagar. As soon as she 
knew that she was with child her spirits 
rose within her and she despised her mis- 
tress. The word “despise” comes from the 
Latin for “look down on.” Hagar realized 
that she was a woman fulfilling the func- 
tions of womanhood while Sarai was barren. 
This was quite natural, for human nature 
is always exactly what it is, and it could be 
no other. Sarai should have foreseen this. 
And so'should we realize that the results of 
sin are inevitable. The fruit of the wind is 
the whirlwind. 

LORD, GIVE US FORESIGHT THROUGH 
THY WORD. 


March 2 
MY WRONG BE UPON THEE (16:5) 


If the first result of the sin was pride, 
the second was jealousy that turned Sarai 
into an unreasonable harridan. Sarai repre- 
sents grace, and she had expected to be 
“built up” by Hagar, the law. But all she 
got was the humiliation that must come 
from an exalted bondslave. Unreasonably, 
she turned against Abram. The phrase may 
be interpreted, “My wrong belongs to thee 
as well,” or, “May the wrong that has come 
to me be put on thine account.” It is the 
first reaction of the flesh to put the blame 
elsewhere, at least partially. Adam placed 
the blame back on God; Eve placed it on 
the serpent; Sarah wishes to place it on 
Abram. God places it upon our own old 
nature (Mk. 7:20-23). 

LORD, GIVE US THE GRACE TO PUT THE 
BLAME WHERE IT BELONGS. 


March 3 
DO TO HER AS IT PLEASETH THEE 
(16:6) 

Abram was in a spot, for the maid be- 
longed as a chattel to Sarai. All he could 
do was to return her to the place of slavery. 
For Hagar represents the law and the law 
cannot be cast out until faith has brought 
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life out of death. Till then the law must 
be the handmaid of the Gospel, to slay us 
in order that God may quicken. Only then 
may the law be cast out. But how sad that 
it pleased Sarai to treat Hagar hardly. The 
poor bondslave could not have helped her- 
self. Her will had not been consulted. The 
fruit of wounded pride is jealousy; the 
fruit of jealousy is cruelty. Thus does one 
sin bring another with it. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM THE FIRST FALSE 
STEP. 


March 4 
SHE FLED (16:6) 


At times when circumstances are very 
hard we try to run away. Perhaps we are 
fortunate if the direction of our footsteps, 
even though unknown to us, is leading us 
to a meeting with the Lord. Poor Hagar 
was an Egyptian and as such had no place 
in the covenant that God had made with 
Abram. She was probably with Sarai as a 
result of Abram’s lack of faith and his ad- 
venture into Egypt. Daughter of Ham, she 
was under the curse. But her slavery and 
humiliation were leading her to the grace 
of God. Now that she was with child by 
Abram she was going to come under the 
special grace of God which He can give 
as He wills. The roughest pathway may 
lead to a mountain top where a magnificent 
panorama of grace will be spread before 
us. 

LORD, MAY WE BE SATISFIED IN THY 
WAY. 


March 5 
THE ANGEL OF THE LORD (16:7) 


A study of this phrase with a complete 
concordance will reveal that this messenger 
of Jehovah was none other than the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It should be realized that an 
“angel” is a messenger and that God uses 
various orders of created beings — man, 
spirit beings, cherubs, seraphs, Satan, etc.— 
as “angels” as well as the Holy Spirit and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. What a lesson in 
humility that the second person of the God- 
head, “who thought it not a thing to be 
grasped at to be equal with God” (Phil. 
2:6), was willing to act as the messenger 
of Jehovah, and to come to a poor Egyptian 
slave girl, mistreated by her mistress, and 





seek her out with a blessing that was to 
come from the God of sovereign grace! 
LORD, TEACH US THY HUMILITY. 


March 6 
FOUND HER (16:7) 


The God who sought Adam when he had 
sinned and ran to hide now finds Hagar 
who is in trouble. We may be sure of the 
fact that God is more interested in us than 
we are in ourselves. We should see, here, 
that God never fails to see what is going on 
and that He is vitally interested in every- 
thing that touches any one of His creatures. 
We may attempt to run away from the 
things that happen to us in life, but there 
are two things which we can never get 
away from: we cannot elude ourselves, nor 
can we get beyond God. David put it, 
“Though I take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
even there shall Thy hand lead me, and 
Thy right hand shall hold me” (Psa. 139:9, 
10). 

LORD, MAY WE REALIZE WE ARE ALWAYS 
WITHIN THY REACH. 


March 7 
BY A FOUNTAIN OF WATER IN THE 
WILDERNESS (16:7) 


In many places in the Scriptures we find 
that water is a symbol of the Word of God 
(cf. Eph. 5:26), or of the Spirit of God 
(cf. John 7:38, 39). Here in the midst of 
the wilderness which is the world, God has 
a fountain of water for His own. When we 
run away from our circumstances we shall be 
found of God when we stop by the fountain 
of the Word. A student came to me in 
trouble and I spoke to him of his Bible. 
It was in the bottom of the trunk, where 
he had put it when he left home four years 
before. He was out in the wilderness and 
there was the fountain in his trunk. It was 
there that the messenger of the Lord had 
to find him. It is there that God must find 
you. 


LORD, KEEP US IN THY WORD. 


March 8 
WHENCE? .. . WHITHER? . . . (16:8) 


The questions of God are always for a 
purpose. He must bring us to ourselves. 
The Lord Jesus had to tell that other wom- 
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an at the well that she was to go call her 
husband, when He knew that she had none 
(John 4). It was in reality a “Whence 
comest thou? and whither wilt thou go?” 
It was that which brought the Samaritan 
woman to herself; and it was then that she 
could be brought to the truth by Christ. 
It was that which brought Hagar to her- 
self; and from thence she could be brought 
to a place of blessing. It is that way with 
you. Are you willing to let God focus the 
light upon you? Where did you come from 
and whither are you going? Answer that 
and you will be in the place of blessing. 
LORD, CROSS-EXAMINE US. 


March 9 
RETURN ... SUBMIT... (16:9) 


If you seek to change your circumstances, 
you will find yourself out of the frying pan 
and into the fire. If you are going to be 
triumphant, you must be triumphant exact- 
ly where you are. It is not a change of cli- 
mate you need, it is a change of heart. The 
flesh wants to run away, but God wants to 
demonstrate His power exactly where you 
have known your greatest chagrin. Life’s 
disappointments are frequently His ap- 
pointments. It is when we come to the end 
of ourselves that we can begin with God. 
It may be humilitating to the flesh to be 
forced to return to the place of failure, 
but that is where you must find the force 
of His power to enable you to triumph. 
Neither God nor the schoolteacher forces 
you to take a year over again if you have 
passed the examinations. It is only when 
you have failed that you must go back to 
the beginning. 

LORD, LEAD US TO TRIUMPH THROUGH 
SUBMISSION. 


March 10 
1 WILL MULTIPLY THY SEED (16:10) 


God did not acknowledge the union as 
a real marriage, not for an instant. He 
sends Hagar back, not as a wife to Abram 
but as a servant to Sarai. But He sends 
her back with a great promise. She, too, 
shall have seed that shall be multiplied 
exceedingly. The promise is the accom- 
paniment of the demand. When He says 
“Return . . . Submit . . .” He will always 
give the blessings that accompany such re- 
turn and submission. It is the promise that 
is to encourage us when the flesh would 
certainly shrink from doing the hard thing. 
The mother goes back readily to bondage 
if she realizes that it will be blessing for 
the child. The Christian should walk readi- 
ly in-the way of the Lord if he knows it is 
for his eternal fruitage. 

LORD, MAY WE SEE OUR SEED AND BE 
SATISFIED. 


March 11 
ISHMAEL (16:11) 


Since God is Lord over all, He can enter 
into our lives in His providence and we 
can surely be blessed. Hagar was so blessed; 
she was to have a child; and the name of 
the child was dictated by the Lord. For all 
of her life this name would ring in her 
ears, and she would be reminded of the 
faithfulness of God. For Ishmael means 
“God shall hear.” The name would sound 
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in her ear like the clapper of a bell, and 
the melody of God's love and provision for 
her and for the child, and of her love for 
the child and for the Lord would make the 
full harmony of life within her soul. Thus, 
when we feel abandoned and alone, with 
our need growing day by day in the womb 
of life, we may know that our God is our 
refuge. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THINE AT- 
TENTIVE LOVE. 


March 12 
THE LORD HATH HEARD THY 
AFFLICTION (16:11) 

There is nothing that can ever touch the 
object of God’s love without passing through 
that love. And anything that has been 
sifted through the love of God has lost all 
power to hurt us when it reaches us. There 
are many verses which show that God is 
especially attentive to the cry of those who 
are in distress. Nothing can touch us that 
does not touch Him. Of His people it is 
written, “In all their affliction He was 
afflicted” (Isa. 63:10). One of the most 
comforting thoughts of all the revelation 
of God is that even though we all love our- 
selves by the very nature of our Adamic 
natures, we are loved by God even more 
than we love ourselves. It may seem in- 
credible, but it is true. 

LORD, WE ARE SO DELIGHTED THAT 
THOU ART HURT WITH US. 


March 13 
A WILD MAN (16:12) 

Literally “a wild-ass man.” That is, he 
was to be a free nomad. We believe that 
here is already the first indication of the 
far-reaching effects of the sin of Abram. 
It should not be forgotten that Ishmael is 
the father of the nomadic peoples of the 
desert, and that these today, the Arabs, as 
followers of Mohammed,.are the great op- 
ponents of Israel, standing across the land 
and barring the way of the rightful seed 
to the possession of the inheritance which 
is theirs by definite promise. The father of 
the faithful had begotten a wild-ass man 
instead of a child of grace. This is God’s 
verdict of the fruit of self-effort. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM PRODUCING THAT 
WHICH IS STRANGE TO THY PURPOSE. 


March 14 
SHE CALLED THE NAME (16:13) 

This is a tremendous revelation to be 
made to an Egyptian slave girl. She is given 
to realize that it is none other than Jeho- 
vah who speaks to her. She is the first 
woman at the well, and like the Samaritan, 
she knows that He says, “I that speak unto 
thee, AM” (John 4:26). Such a revelation 
of the presence of the living Redeemer more 
than outweighs all the sorrow or trial that 
could be in life before He is realized. It 
is not only true for the after-life of Heaven 
that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that shall be revealed in us (Rom. 8:18). 
The believer can even say that the suffer- 
ings of the present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which He gives 
to us the moment that we are aware of 
His presence. 

LORD, SHOW US THYSELF. 


March 15 
THOU GOD SEEST ME (16:13) 


At first glance it is likely that most peo- 
ple will think of this verse as teaching that 
we can never get away from the gaze of 
God. That is true, and it is a truth that is 
greatly needed in our day when men are 
afraid of being detected by men but are 
seemingly not afraid to be judged by God. 
People will go into a great fright at the 
thought that their neighbors will learn that 
they have done some evil deed, and seem- 
ingly have no compunctions that the God 
of all holiness, whose eyes are too pure to 
look upon sin with favor (Hab. 1.13) is 
gazing into the soul. It is a good thing for 
men to realize that all things are naked 
and open before the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do. 

LORD, MAKE US CONSCIOUS OF THY 
GAZE. 


March 16 
THOU GOD SEEST ME (16:13) 


This verse is like a coin with both heads 
and tails. We have looked at the reverse 
in the previous paragraph, but it is impor- 
tant that we see the meaning of it as it 
burst from the heart of the poor woman, 
great with child, who had fled before the 
hot words of jealousy and cruelty. Hagar 
had come to know that all that happened 
to her was known to the Heavenly Father 
who was interested in her sighs, and groans 
and cries. She had come to see that God 
was able to meet her in the midst of her 
need and to extricate her from all her dif- 
ficulties. When we are in the midst of trou- 
ble we are always tempted to think that 
our case is desperate, but at the fountain 
in the wilderness He teaches us that He 
looks upon all our afflictions. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU DOST 
NOT MISS A THING. 


March 17 
HAVE | LOOKED? (16:13) 


The meaning is obscured in most trans- 
lations. The word “after” does not refer 
to the direction of her look, but to a time 
sequence. We might translate it, “Did I 
ever look at anything else after He gazed 
upon me?” When God truly reveals Him- 
self to the soul the sight can never be lost. 
“Show me Thy face; one transient dream 
of loveliness divine, And I shall never think 
or dream of other love save Thine. All 
lesser light will darken quite, all lower 
glories wane, The beautiful of earth will 
scarce seem beautiful again.” It is the sight 
of His love that arouses love in us, and we 
love Him because He first loved us (1 John 
4:19). 

LORD, GIVE US THE ALL-EXCLUDING 
VISION. 


March 18 
THE WELL . . . LAHAI-ROI (16:14) 


The meaning of the name is: “The well 
of the Living One who seeth me.” We are 
told in the New Testament that “it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God” (Heb. 10:31). But we can say 
with positive assurance that it is a wonder- 
ful thing to be found in the heart of the 
living God. To know that God is not an 
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idol . . . How wonderful! To know that 
God is more than an impersonal force . . . 
To seize the fact that we are not dealing 
with a distant deity who must be ap- 
proached through priests or other inter- 
mediaries . . . Here is the characteristic of 
the true believer . . . His God lives and 
reigns. When we know that our God is 
alive our wells will be named for Him and 
we will draw all our waters there. 

LORD, MAY WE DRINK OF THEE. 


March 19 
ABRAM CALLED HIS SON’S NAME 
ISHMAEL (16:15) 


Where did Abram get that name for the 
boy? There is only one answer. When 
Hagar returned to the camp she had such 
a testimony that she convinced the old man 
at once that the God who had revealed 
Himself to him in Ur and all along the 
way, had now been pleased to reveal Him- 
self to this servant maid. The one who has 
truly seen the living God will have a wit- 
ness that will sweep all before it. There 
is no controverting the man who has been 
to Calvary and has come away alive for- 
evermore. Here is proof that Hagar ac- 
cepted the hard command to return and 
submit. She went back to the camp re- 
freshed with a water that did not come 
from the well by which she had done her 
crying. And she convinced Abram and he 
named the baby as she confessed that God 
had told her to name him. 

LORD, GIVE US A FRUITFUL WITNESS. 


March 20 
NINETY YEARS OLD AND NINE (17:1) 


It is never too late for God. There is no 
such thing as age for the One who is Him- 
self the eternal One, the alpha and the 
omega, the beginning and the end. The 
one who is truly a child of God shall be 
carried by Him to the end. The good work 
which has been begun in us is to be per- 
formed, not till we are old and feeble, not 
until we die, but it is to be performed un- 
til the day of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:6) . “E’en 
down to old age all My people shall prove 
My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
And then, when gray hairs shall their tem- 
ples adorn, Like lambs they shall still in 
My bosom be borne.” God is concerned, 
not with the outward man that perisheth, 
but with the inward man, so that he may 
be renewed day by day (2 Cor. 4:16). 
LORD, MAY WE GROW OLD FULL OF 
GRACE. 


March 21 

THE LORD APPEARED TO ABRAM (17:1) 
Again and again and again this hap- 
pened. God is teaching us—since He tells 
us that these things were written for us 
(Rom. 4:23, 24) —that He will come to us 
with fresh supplies of grace for every step 
in our development and growth with Him- 
self. There is nothing that can cause the 
soul to grow except the knowledge of our 
God, obtained, in this age, through His 
Word. Today is not the day of visions and 
divine appearances, any more than Abram’s 
day was a day of the written Bible. What 
God had to do directly for Abram, was 
done sporadically. How vastly, yes, infi- 
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nitely, greater is the advantage which is 
ours in possessing the Holy Spirit, dwelling 
within us, and being our teacher through 
the objective Word which He has given us 
to hold in our hands! 

LORD, THOU DOST APPEAR TO US IN 
THIS AND EVERY VERSE. 


March 22 
THE ALMIGHTY GOD (17:1) 


The new need brought a fresh revelation 
of God to Abram and a new name of God 
to delight his soul.and open new vistas on 
the wonder and being of the God of glory 
who had first appeared to him in Ur. Our 
English word has come to us from the 
Greek which translates the Hebrew in other 
passages, and which includes the idea of 
“might,” but this thought is not in the 
Hebrew. The dictionaries say the meaning 
is unknown, but the Hebrew is El Shaddai, 
and there is a common noun shad which 
means “breast,” and I believe that the spirit 
or theology of the passage demands that 
this meaning be found in the name. God, 


then, would be the one on whose breast we, 


His children, would find our rest, and from 
whom we would draw our nourishment. 
LORD, MAY WE DRAW ALL OUR LIFE 
FROM THY LOVE. 


March 23 
WALK BEFORE ME, AND BE THOU 
PERFECT (17:1) 


God never, never demands anything of 
the believer that He has not already pro- 
vided. Faith has merely to draw on the re- 
sources that have been made available. The 
new name of God was like Moses’ striking 
the rock — the stream gushed forth and 
Abram was refreshed. He now understands, 
more and more, the God with whom he has 
to do. Thus it is logical for God to com- 
mand his walk and his growth. He is to 
walk before God and to be “perfect.” Lest 
any Christian should be afraid because of 
the mathematical use of this word, it is 
well to point out that the Hebrew word 
used here is elsewhere translated, “without 
blemish, complete, full, sincerely, sound, 
without spot, undefiled, upright, and 
whole.” God is saying: I have filled your 
account, now draw on it. 


LORD, KEEP US GROWING INTO THYSELF. 


March 24 
1 WILL MAKE MY COVENANT (17:2) 


All blessings must begin with God, the 
one who blesses, and all promises must 
come from Him. Man has nothing to give, 
but when he takes he is able to satisfy the 
heart of God through the love that is re- 
turned to Him. Here is the guarantee of 
our salvation and the sureness of His cove- 
nant. What He has promised He is able 
also to perform, and when He sets Himself 
to accomplish something it is as good as 
done. “His oath, His covenant, His blood 
Support me in the o’erwhelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, He 
then is all my hope and stay. On Christ, 
the solid rock, I stand, All other ground is 
sinking sand.” For His covenant is an ever- 
lasting covenant (Heb. 13:20). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU HAST 
BOUND US TO THYSELF. ° 





March 25 
1 WILL MULTIPLY THEE EXCEEDINGLY 
(17:2) 


God never does anything by halves. His 
blessings carry an adverb “exceedingly.” 
How could a perfect God give imperfectly? 
When infinity pours blessing into our pint 
cup there is always an overflow. Our God 
even increases our capacity so that we can 
hold more. Furthermore the process is to 
continue forever. Note that in 16:10 God 
promises to multiply Abram’s seed exceed- 
ingly, and now the promise is that Abram 
himself shall be multiplied exceedingly. 
Whenever God uses an individual He not 
only blesses the work but He blesses the 
worker. In fact, the worker is much more 
important to God than the work. Work is 
getting work done. He could have done 
the work by angels but He begot sons and 
then undertakes to enlarge them—and ex- 
ceedingly. 

LORD, MULLTIPLY US EXCEEDINGY. 


March 26 
ABRAM FELL ON HIS FACE (17:3) 


The realization of a great promise will 
always put us on our face before God. God 
tells us that He is seeking true worshipers 
who will worship Him in Spirit and in 
truth (John 4:23). We may be sure that 
God is going to get what He is seeking, 
and we may glory in the fact that He has 
chosen us in order that we might be to the 
praise of the glory of His grace (Eph. 1:6) . 
It is a chain reaction: God saves us; we 
thank Him; this thanksgiving pleases Him; 
He blesses us more; we bow before Him; 
He blesses us exceedingly; we fall on our 
face; He changes our name by changing 
our nature; and the whole blessed process 
shall continue forever and ever. He is the 
great river, and He will give the most to 
those who will learn to be great takers. 
LORD, WE WOULD BE ON OUR FACE 
BEFORE THEE. 


March 27 
GOD TALKED WITH HIM (17:3) 


How great is the condescension of God! 
That the Creator of the universe should 
form man from the dust of the ground, put 
life in him with His own breath, redeem 
him by love, and then find a companion 
and friend in him, by filling the individual 
with Himself. This is indeed of grace, and 
a marvelous grace. Whenever God talks 
with a man in blessing it is certain that the 
man has been redeemed, justified, and set 
apart for God, and that the things which 
God will say to the man are for his growth. 
We are to listen, and as soon as the con- 


ditions are fulfilled He will pour Himself e 


out in blessing to us. He even tells those 
who have ears to use them. 

LORD, BRING US TO THE PLACE OF LIS- 
TENING. 


March 28 
NO LONGER ABRAM BUT ABRAHAM 
(17:5) 
In Hebrew God added one letter to his 
name. It was not aleph, beth, gimel, daleth, 
or any other letter than the breath letter 
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MARCH 11, 1951 
Jesus Asserts His Authority 


LESSON TEXT: MARK 11:11, 15:19; 
12:28-31 
Golden Text: “My house shall be called 
a house of prayer for all peoples” 
(Isa. 56:7) 
Authority Asserted 

In healing 

In teaching 

In cleansing the Temple 

In this world and the next 

The three chapters assigned for our 

study today, Mark 11-13, relate many 
instances, and describe many occa- 
sions, when Jesus, during the first half 
of the week before His crucifixion, 
manifested His authority both in word 
and deed. In Mark 1:11, so early in 
His ministry, men were astonished at 
His teaching, for He taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the 
scribes, who regularly appealed to 
other teachers for the answers to ques- 
tions which were put to them. Jesus 
often introduced His teaching with the 
expression, “Verily, verily (Amen, 
Amen) I say unto you,” where the 
emphasis is on the pronoun “I,” in 
contrast with what others might think 
and say. This astonishment on the part 
of the people at His teaching is noted 
in our lesson text today at Mark 11:18. 


Jesus Questioned 

After Jesus had cleansed the Temple 
and cursed the fig-tree (vs. 12-16), 
the chief priests, scribes, and elders 
came up to’Him as He was walking in 
the Temple and asked Him: “By what 
authority doest Thou these things?” 
and, “Who gave Thee this authority to 
do these things?” Knowing that they 
were not sincere, for in verse 18 they 
sought how they might destroy Him, 
He refused to answer their questions. 

The events of the first and of the last 
weeks of Jesus’ ministry are more care- 
fully dated than is usually the case. 
Note John 1:29, 35, and 43, and in 
Mark 11 we have “on the morrow” 
(v. 12); and at verse 20, “in the morn- 
ing” (of the next day); and again in 
14:1, “after two days.” 
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The Triumphal Entry 

Recognizing the fact that there are 
differences of opinion as to the day of 
the week when Jesus rode into Jeru- 
salem (Mk. 11:1-10), and when He 
was crucified, let us, without arguing 
the matter, consider the traditional day 
of His entrance into Jerusalem as 
“Palm Sunday,” which would deter- 
mine the events of verses 12-19 as fall- 
ing on Monday, and those of 12:20 to 
13:37 as happening on Tuesday. “After 
two days,” 14:1 will take us to Thurs- 
day, on the evening of which (14:17) 
Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper. 
(Some reckon differently and place 
the events of this day on Wednesday). 

In Zechariah 9:9 we read: “Re- 
joice greatly, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; be- 


hold, thy King cometh unto thee: He — 


is just, and having salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a 
colt the foal of an ass.” 

Evidently the triumphal entry of 
Jesus into Jerusalem as described by 
the four Gospel writers was in fulfill- 
ment of this prophecy. And the fact 
that the four Gospels record the event 
would indicate that it was a crisis hour 
in Jesus’ ministry as well as in the 
history of Jerusalem and her rulers 
also. 

The common people, of whom it is 
said that they heard Jesus gladly and 
recognized the authority with which 
He had been teaching them, exclaim 
as they welcome Him: “Hosanna; 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord; Blessed be the kingdom of 
our father David, that cometh in the 
name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 
highest.” 

This shout of acclamation to their 
Saviour, Lord, and King was a quota- 
tion from Psalm 118:25, 26. Hosanna 
is the Hebrew for “Save now” in verse 
25. 

When Jesus had come into the city, 
He entered into the Temple, looked 


round about upon all things, and then, 


at even, went out unto Bethany with 
His disciples. 
The next day they returned to Jeru- 


salem. On the way Jesus cursed the 
fig-tree with its abundant growth of 
leaves, but no fruit; an acted parable, 
wherefrom we may learn that mere 
outward display of sanctity without 
— life within is of no value in 

e sight of God. A form of godliness 
without the power thereof may mean 
nothing more than refined hypocrisy. 


The Money-Changers 

They then proceeded to Jerusalem 
and into the Temple again. Here Jesus 
might have expected to find evidences 
of true spirituality amid much activity, 
but He found it not. He must have 
observed on the preceding day how 
merchants had taken over the Temple 
area to ply their business in the name 
of religion, for were they not selling 
sacrificial victims to the worshipers 
who had come from far, and who were 
therefore unable to bring them from 
home! In making these purchases, 
they had to use the money which they 
brought from foreign lands. This 
meant that certain men were there to 
exchange such foreign coins for “the 
Temple shekel.” 

The fee charged for making this ex- 
change as an accommodation was 
often enormous, which was the reason 
why Jesus had to declare that they had 
transformed the Temple, which was in- 
tended to be a House of Prayer for all 
peoples (see the Golden Text), into a 
business -house, a veritable den of 
thieves. 

Then did Jesus, the Lord of the 
Temple, exercise His authority as such, 
casting out them that sold and bought 
in the Temple, and overthrew the 
tables of the money-changers, and the 
seats of them that sold doves, not even 
allowing that any man should carry 
any vessel through the Temple. And 
surely we might, even should, ask, our- 
selves the question whether in our day 
we may not be displeasing the Head 
of the Church by what we permit in 
church buildings by way of commercial 
activities for the purpose of raising 
funds to carry on His work. Is it 
true, as has been said, that the “upper 
room” has become a supper room, with 
the consequent loss of spiritual power! 

Chapter twelve shows us that the 
next day was a very busy one for 
Jesus. 

He speaks the parable of the vine- 
yard in 12:1-12, clearly indicating that 
He was about to be rejected by Israel 
and killed, whereupon the vineyard 
(representing Israel) would be given 
to others (referring to the Gentiles). 
Naturally the leaders of Israel recog- 
nized that He was speaking about 
them, and if they had not feared the 
people, they would have “laid hold on 
Him” because of their desire to get rid 
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of that kind of a message by getting 
rid of the messenger. 


Tribute 


One of the best-known episodes of 
this particular day was the arrival of 
a group of Pharisees and Herodians, 
who had no love for each other, differ- 
ing in their attitudes toward matters 
of both politics and religion. But on 
one thing they could and did agree, 
namely, that in one way or another 
Jesus had to be put out of the way. 

therefore concocted conspiracy, 

by which they hoped to “catch Him in 

His words.” The Pharisees were op- 

to Gentile government under the 

oman yoke; the Herodians favored 

it. So they brought Him a problem in 

the form of a question, the answer to 

which they hoped would impale Him 
on one of the horns of a dilemma. 

The question was: “Is it lawful to 
give tribute to Caesar?” Will He say 
“Yes,” and thus offend the Pharisees, 
or “No,” and irritate the Herodians, 
who felt that the Roman occupation 
was necessary for the peace of the 
land? 

But Jesus refuses to fall into their 
trap. He calls for a coin, knowing 
their hypocrisy in spite of their flat- 
tery. He asks them as to whose in- 
scription appears on the coin. Caesar’s, 
they say. Why then the question? Is 
is not reasonable to give to Caesar 
what manifestly belongs to him, and 
by the same token, to give to God what 
He requires? He will not answer by 
an “either—or,” but by a “both—and,” 
thus satisfying both parties, causing 
them to marvel at His wisdom. 


The Resurrection 

The Sadducees appear next, with the 
same sinister motive. They did not be- 
lieve in the possibility of a resurrec- 
tion (so they were “sad, you see,” as 
Dr. Stearns used to comment). They 
ask Him a question concerning seven 
brothers who had married in turn the 
same woman, and in each case without 
issue. They wanted to know whose 
wife she would be in the next world, 
insinuating that it would be embarrass- 
ing for this woman to have seven hus- 


bands there! 


But Jesus finds a most opportune oc- 
casion presented by their question to 
teach them about the next life—and 
that with authority. He tells them 
frankly that their question indicates 
their ignorance, not knowing the Scrip- 
ures. In the first place, our resurrec- 
tion bodies are neither male nor fe- 
male, hence there is no marriage, 
proving the absurdity of their ques- 
tion; and, secondly, there is life after 
death, else the covenant name of God, 
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
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Jacob, would have no meaning, for He 
is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living. 

The First Commandment 

Then came one of the scribes to ask 
Him which of the commandments Jesus 
thought to be “the first of all.” He re- 
plied: “The first of the commandments 
is, Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God 
in one God (Deut. 6:4), and thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength; this is the first command- 
ment. And the second is like, namely 
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. There is none other command- 
ment greater than these” (Mk. 12:31). 

The scribe agreed, saying, “Well, 
Master, Thou hast said the truth, for 
there is one God: and there is none 
but He, and to love Him with all the 
heart, and with all the understanding, 
and with all the soul, and with all the 
strength, and to love his neighbor as 
himself, is more than all burnt offer- 
ings and sacrifices.” 

This scribe seems to have been an 
honest inquirer, one in whom there 
was no guile. Jesus, having observed 
that he answered discreetly said to 
him: “Thou art not far from the king- 
dom of God.” 

There is an interesting commentary 
on this part of our lesson which should 
be read as recorded in Romans 13:7- 
10, where Paul supplements the teach- 
ing of Jesus by adding, “Love is the 
fulfilling of the law.” 


MARCH 18, 1951 
Jesus Faces Death 
LESSON TEXT: MARK 14:22-26, 


Golden Text: “Not what I will, but what 
Thou wilt”? (Mark 14:36) 
Conspiracy 
Always in jeopardy 
Secrecy impossible 
Jesus’ Anointing 
Misunderstood 
Foreshadows His death 
The Lord's Supper 
Its institution 
Its meaning 
His Prayer in the Garden 

The death of Jesus is recorded in 
chapter fifteen of Mark’s Gospel. Our 
lesson assignment for today, the whole 
of chapter fourteen, consists of a num- 
ber of episodes which look forward 
to that experience of Jesus on the 
cross. 

That the conspiracy of the leaders of 
Israel against Jesus was reaching a 
climax is shown in verse one, where 
we read that the chief priests and the 
scribes sought how they might take 
Him by craft (that is, secretly), and 
put Him to death. 


Constant Jeopardy 

Referring to the wording of our les- 
son topic, “Jesus Faces Death,” one 
may say that, because of the enmity of 
Satan, the life of Jesus was constantly 
in jeopardy. Even when He was an 
innocent babe, Herod, as Satan’s tool, 
sought to kill Him. And early in His 
ministry, political and religious fac- 
tions, who had no love for each other, 
could agree on one point, the desira- 
bility of getting rid of Jesus, for they 
were much disturbed by His growing 
popularity, accentuated, no doubt, by 
the welcome He received from the mul- 
titudes when He made His triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem near the close of 
His ministry. 

Jerusalem, at the time covered by 
our chapter, was full of pilgrims, and 
if the citizens of Jerusalem were not 
particularly enthusiastic about Je- 
sus, great numbers of Galilean pea- 
sants, who had come to Jerusalem for 
the Passover festival days, naturally 
favored Him. It may have been these 
Galileans whom the Sanhedrin (that 
is, the priests and scribes of verse one) 
feared, for which reason they did not 
put their plot into execution, delaying 
it until after the feast, when the pil- 
grims would have returned home. 

But not one of the events associated 
with the death of Jesus was “done in 
a corner.” He was not to be spirited 
away secretly and clandestinely mur- 
dered. His Father would have His Son 
die openly, “lifted up,” so that He 
might draw all men unto Himself—the 
Lamb of God crucified to take away 
the sin of the world. Only in that way 
could there be a Gospel to preach. 


Jesus Anointed 


Certain differences in the wording 
of the accounts of various anointings 
of Jesus make it impossible to tell just 
how many such anointings there were. 
Read these accounts in Matthew 26, 
John 12, and Luke 7, and study the 
variations of details. 

In our chapter (vs. 3-9), we find 
Jesus eating at the table (meat in v. 
3 means “food.” Flesh is used in the 
Bible for “meat”) of Gne Simon, 
known in his community as “the 
Leper,” perhaps one whom Jesus had 
cleaned of that loathsome disease. 
Surely then Simon would be a lifelong 
friend of Jesus and thus happy to en- 
tertain Him in his home. 

Suddenly, there comes into the 
dining room a woman having an ala- 
baster box of precious ointment, which 
box she broke, and poured the con- 
tents on Jesus’ head. Her intrusion 
can perhaps best be understood in the 
light of social customs peculiar to the 
orient, so that what objection was 


raised by her act had to do with what 


ETERNITY 























some of the company called a waste of 
ointment. They suggested that it could 
and should have been sold at a good 
price, and the proceeds given to the 
poor. But these objectors did not un- 
derstand the motive which prompted 
the woman to pour out her gratitude, 
as it were, in return for what Jesus 
had done for her, and for what He 
meant to her. 

Jesus knew, and graciously defended 
her, as He accepted the token of her 
appreciation. “Let her alone,” He 
said. “Why trouble ye her? She hath 
wrought a good work on Me. Ye have 
the poor with you always, and when- 
soever ye will, ye may do them good; 
but Me ye have not always. She hath 
done what she could; she is come 
aforehand to anoint My body to the 
burying.” 

Even this delightful picture is point- 
ing forward to Jesus’ death and burial. 
If it could be proved that this woman 
was Mary of Bethany (see John 12:3, 
but note differences in details), it 
might explain why she was not at the 
grave with the women who had come 
to the tomb to complete the anointing 
of Jesus’ body, for she had already 
done her share! She may have learned 
from Him about His approaching death 
while sitting at Jesus’ feet in Luke 
10:39. 

This is a comforting saying in the 
face of the criticism the woman had 
to endure: “Verily I say unto you,” 
says Jesus, “Wheresoever this Gospel 
shall be preached throughout the whole 
world, this also that she hath done 
— be spoken of for a memorial to 

er.” 


The Passover 


Another incident in our chapter 
pointing forward to Jesus’ death is 
recorded in verses 12 to 26, of which 
verses 22-26 are the first printed por- 
tion in our lesson-books. Verses 12-16 
speak of the preparatory arrangements 
for the Passover supper which Jesus 
was going to eat with His disciples. 

A man bearing a pitcher of water 
was to guide Peter and John (the two 
disciples of v. 13, according to Luke 
22:8) to the house in which there was 
an “upper room” which was to serve 
as the “supper room” for the eating of 
the Passover meal. And if we should 
ask how they might identify the man, 
we might say that a man bearing a 
pitcher of water was an unusual sight, 
for that, as a rule, was the work of the 
women of the household. 

In verses 17-21 Jesus and His dis- 
ciples are at the table. To their con- 
sternation He announces that one of 
them is a traitor who is about to be- 
tray Him. These are His words: “One 


of you which eateth with Me shall be- 
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tray Me”—a reference to a remarkable 
verse, Psalm 41:9, which reads “Yea, 
Mine own familiar friend, which did 
eat of My bread, hath lifted up his 
heel against Me.” 

It was by this wicked act that Jesus 
was to be delivered into the hands of 
His enemies to be crucified, to which 
death He now directs the attention of 
His disciples as He takes bread from 
the table while they are eating, blesses 
and breaks it, and then gives it to 
His disciples, saying: “Take, eat; this 
is My body.” And He took a cup, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave 
it to them, and they all drank of it. 
As He gave it to them, He said: “This 
is My blood of the New Testament, 
which is shed for many. Verily I say 
unto you, I will drink no more of the 
fruit of the vine, until that day that 
I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
Matthew’s account adds “with you” 
after the words “drink it new” (26-29). 

There are two words in Greek for 
“new,” neos which would mean new 
wine as opposed to mature wine (as 
in Mark 2:22) and kainos, a new kind 
of wine, as opposed to that of the pass- 
ing age, for in this upper room the old 
dispensation “passed over” into the 
new, with a looking forward to its con- 
summation at the marriage supper of 


the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-9). 
The Eucharist 


The word “eucharist” is sometimes 
used for the Lord’s Supper, and is de- 
rived from the Greek verb in verse 
23, translated “when He had given 
thanks.” 


In Luke 22:19 Jesus says: “This is 
My body which is given for you; this 
do in rememberance of Me.” Even as 
the Passover meal was to be a per- 
petual memorial unto: Israel of what 
God had done for His people when He 
redeemed them from their bondage in 
Egypt, the central figure of which was 
the slain Passover lamb, so the Chris- 
tian, by regular observance of the 
Lord’s Supper, is never to forget what 
God did for him in delivering him 
from the bondage of sin, the central 
figure being the Passover Lamb again 
(1 Cor. 5:7), even Jesus, who gave 
His very body and lifeblood for our 
salvation. 

In addition to the accounts of the 
institution of the Lord’s Supper in the 
first three Gospels, we should read 
“the Lord’s Supper chapter” of the 
epistles (1 Cor. 11:23-34), where we 
learn how solemn the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper is, and how dangerous 
it is for those who are unsaved to par- 
take of it. 

It is not possible to enter into theo- 
logical discussions concerning the 
Lord’s Supper, but it is a pity that 


varying opinions have served to divide 
the Church, the “body of Christ,” in- 
stead of uniting it around the family 
table, in simple childlike faith in Him 
who gave Himself for us. 


In the Garden 


Having sung a Psalm (Psa. 114-118). 
they went out into the Mount of 
Olives. At the base of this mountain 
was the Garden of Gethsemane into 
which they now came. Jesus asked His 
disciples to stay where they were, while 
He and Peter, James, and John went 
further on to the place where He, 
facing death in a few hours, prayed; 
according to Hebrews 5:7, offering up 
prayers and supplications with strong 
crying and tears unto Him that was 
able to save Him out of (not from) 


death; and He was heard. 


In what sense was He heard (see 
Psa. 22:21)? Did Jesus pray that He 
might be saved from death? He could 
not have done so. In John 12:27 He 
says: “Now is my soul troubled; and 
what shall I say? Father, save Me 
from (out of) this hour: but for this 
cause came I unto this hour.” Jesus 
did not shrink as a coward from physi- 
cal death. The dregs of the bitter cup 
He was about to drink implied that He 
was to be forever separated from His 
Father as He sought to pay the penalty 
of man’s sin. To be saved “out of 
death” was His petition, as great drops 
of sweat fell to the ground in His 
agony at the thought of such separa- 
tion. 

But even so He said, “Not My will, 
but Thine be done,” if there be no 
other way. It was because of His de- 
ference to His Father’s will that His 
prayer was answered by way of His 
glorious deliverance “from among the 
dead” on that joyous Easter morning, 
the lesson for next Sunday. 


MARCH 25, 1951 


Through Death to Life 
Easter Lesson 


LESSON TEXT: MARK 15:33-37; 
16 


Golden Text: “Lo, I am with you al- 
ways” (Mt. 28:20) 


Betrayed and Tried 
Mocked 
Denied 
The Case Reviewed by Pilate 
The Crucifixion 
The death of the Saviour 
The veil rent 
The Resurrection 
At first reading the phrase “through 
death to life,” our lesson topic, seems 
to reverse what we might call the logi- 
cal order, for ordinarily we think of 
death as terminating our life. That 
life should follow death is definitely a 


Christian concept. Somewhat similar, 
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and sometimes equally difficult to 
rationalize, is the idea that the way to 
glory is along the path of suffering, 
or, more concretely, in the experience 
of Jesus, the way to the crown was by 
way of the cross. 

Satan, as the prince of this world 
(in Mt. 4:8,9), offered Jesus the crown 
on quite different terms, saying, after 
he had shown Him all the kingdoms of 
the world, and the glory of them, “All 
these things will I give Thee, if Thou 
wilt fall down and worship me.” But 
Jesus knew that the crown and the 
glory would never be His if He obeyed 
Satan’s suggestion instead of doing the 
will of His Father, who had sent Him 
to die on the cross to make atonement 
for the sin of the world. 


Sorrow and Joy 

So chapter fifteen of Mark’s Gospel 
is the Via Dolorosa the “way of sor- 
row,” and the sixteenth (both included 
in today’s lesson assignment) the Via 
Gloriosa, the “glorious path” of His 
resurrected life leading from the empty 
tomb to His mediatorial seat at the 
right hand of His Father in celestial 
glory. 

It was thus that Joseph, a remark- 
able type, on the human level, of Jesus’ 
experience, after he had been despised 
and rejected by his brethren, had to 
pass through the dungeon on his way 
to the splendor of the court of Egypt, 
where, at the right hand of Pharoah, 
he was given all authority, by virtue 
of which he was able to give his breth- 
ren grain in the time of famine and 
thus save their lives. 

In chapter fourteen Jesus was be- 
trayed by Judas, arrested, and tried 
before the High Priest, representing 
the ecclesiastical authorities. “And they 
all condemned Him to be guilty of 
death. Then did some begin to spit 
on Him (Satan’s venom), and to cover 
His face, and to buffet Him, and to say 
unto Him, Prophesy: and the servants 
did strike Him with the palms of their 
hands.” 


Peter’s Denial 

At this juncture Peter, who had been 
following afar off (v. 54), was ap- 
proached by one of the maids of the 
High Priest, and accused by her of 
being one of Jesus’ company. He de- 
clared that he did not understand what 
she was talking about. Another maid 
also accused him of being one of them, 
which he again denied. Shortly after, 
some bystanders said to him that he 
must be one of them, for they could 
tell by his Galilean accent, which they 
could easily detect (all of Jesus’ twelve 
disciples except Judas Iscariot were 
Galileans). But Peter stoutly asserted 
that he did not even know the Man. 
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It was just then that he noticed that 
the cock had crowed a second time, 
which, like a shock, reminded him that 
Jesus had said to him, “Before the 
cock shall crow twice, thou shalt deny 
Me thrice.” Recalling this, he began to 
weep. 

For some years it had been the law 
in Israel’s land that no one was to be 
executed as a criminal without a re- 
view of his case by Roman authorities. 
That is why, after Jesus had been de- 
clared to be guilty of death by the 
Jewish authorities, the Sanhedrin with 
the elders and scribes bound Jesus, 
carried Him away, and delivered Him 
to Pilate for such a review of His case, 
the proceedings of which are described 
in 15:2-15. 

Pilate asked Him whether He was 
the King of the Jews. Jesus admitted 
that He was, but to the chief priests, 
who accused Him of many things, He 
made no reply. Pilate asked Him why 
He did not answer the charges, but 
He remained silent—“He opened not 
His mouth” (Isa. 53:7). 


Pilate’s Problem 

Pilate knew quite well that Jesus 
had not committed any crime, that He 
had been delivered over to him by the 
chief priests because of envy and jeal- 
ousy, neither was he personally inter- 
ested in matters concerning which the 
Jewish authorities were bringing their 
indictments against Jesus, and would, 
indeed, gladly have released Him then 
and there. 

Suddenly he recalls a custom ac- 
cording to which the Roman authori- 
ties released a prisoner at Passover 
time, a gesture to placate the Jews 
who, as already stated, disliked Gen- 
tile rule by the Romans. Why not re- 
lease Jesus, and thus be relieved of the 
unpleasant duty of condemning an in- 
nocent man to death? 

So the “patriotic” chief priests urged 
the people to ask Pilate for his release, 
which made Pilate’s position still more 
precarious, for he was thus asked to 
pardon a rebel against Roman govern- 
ment, for which he might well be called 
into question, and at the same time to 
turn an innocent victim, in violation 
of his conscience, over into the hands 
of Roman executioners, which in 
verses 13 and 14 the mob insists that 
he do. 

Thus the nation stands at a crisis in 
its history. The choice lies between 
Barabbas (his name means “the son 
of his father”) and Jesus, the Son of 
the Father! It is Barabbas they choose, 
but as for Jesus, “His blood be on us, 
and on our children,” they cry (Mt. 
27:25) ; one of the most horrible curses 
in all history, the effect of which has 
been running through two thousand 


years of suffering and great sorrow. 
Pilate, in order to satisfy the peo- 
ple, and perhaps so as not to lose his 
political office if an uproar and a riot 
should result were he to release Jesus, 
delivers Him to His enemies, and into 
the hands of Roman soldiers to be 
crucified. With most cruel mockings, 
scourging, and physical violence they 
prepare Him for the journey to His 
cross, compelling one Simon of Cyrene 
to bear the cross for Him. Cyrene is 
in northern Africa, and thus we may 
say that Europe (Roman soldiers), 
Asia, and Africa were involved in the 
crucifixion, and thus not for His sin, 
but for the sins of the world He died. 


The Crucifixion 

At a place called Golgotha, a He- 
brew word meaning “skull,” known 
also by its Latin name Calvary (cal- 
varia, “a skull”), Jesus was crucified, 
the “seed of the woman bruised the 
‘head’ of the serpent” (Gen. 3:15). To 
ease the pain, they gave Him wine min- 
gled with myrrh, but He would not 
drink it, for, as our great High Priest, 
He would enter upon His office with 
His mind clear (see Lev. 10:9). Later, 
after He had refused the “vinegar min- 
gled with gall” as Matthew 27:34 has 
it, when they offered Him vinegar or 
wine, He drank it, for He was very 
thirsty (Ps. 68:21). 

Then, according to Psalm 22:18, the 
soldiers divided His garments among 
themselves, casting lots for the gar- 
ment which was without seam, and 
which they were unwilling to rip. He 
began to recite Psalm 22, as He ex- 
claimed, “My God, My God, why has 
Thou forsaken Me?” Mark in our 
printed lesson uses the Aramaic form, 
“Eloi, Eloi,” instead of the regular He- 
brew form, “Eli, Eli.” This cry, as of 
a lost soul, came out of great darkness 
which covered the land from noon un- 
til three o’clock, when the sun should 
have been at its brightest. It would 
seem as though nature were sympathiz- 
ing and mourning with her Creator at 
the cruel treatment He was receiving at 
man’s hand. 

Since Eli is the first half of the name 
of Elijah, some who heard His cry 
suggested that He was calling Elijah 
(Elias is the Greek form of his name). 
Some one then offered Him the drink 
which He gladly accepted, whereupon 
He cried with a loud voice, saying: 
“It is finished” (John 19:30), and 
commended His spirit into the keeping 
of His Father. Then He died. 


The Rent Veil 


At that moment a strange thing hap- 
pened in the Temple. The veil or cur- 
tain which separated the Holy Place 
from the Holy of Holies was rent in 
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two, not by human hands, but “from 
top to bottom”, as though by a super- 
human act, accompanied by the quak- 
ing of the earth and the rending of 
rocks (Mt. 27:51). The comment on 
this in Hebrews 10:19-22 is well 
known. In Old Testament times the 
High Priest was permitted to pass be- 
yond this veil only on one day of the 
year, on Yom Kippur, the Day of 
Atonement. But now, since that veil 
was rent, we are, as Priests before God, 
to have boldness to enter into the Hol- 
iest by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way, which He has conse- 
crated for us, through the veil, that is 
to say, His flesh, and thus we are-en- 
couraged to draw near (the Old Tes- 
tament order was to stand back) with 
a true heart in full assurance of faith. 

And over the Sabbath, the day of 
rest, He rested until the morning of 
the first day of the week, when, ac- 
cording to the second portion of our 
printed lesson, several women came 
very early to complete the preparation 
of His body for burial. They had been 
worrying about the heavy stone at the 
mouth of the sepulcher, as to who 
would roll it away for them. Great 
was their surprise upon their arrival 
at the tomb to find the stone already 
rolled aside. 


The Resurrection 


Entering the sepulcher they found a 
young man sitting on the right side, 
clothed in a long white garment, who, 
noticing their consternation, told them 
not to be affrighted, for Jesus of Naz- 
areth, whom they were seeking, and 
who had been crucified, was no longer 
in the grave, but was risen, and as he 
spoke, he pointed to the place where 
they had laid His body. 

He then requested them to tell His 
disciples and Peter that He was going 
ahead into Galilee, and that they were 
to meet Him there at once, as He Him- 
self had said in 14:28. It is interest- 
ing to note that Peter’s name is partic- 
ularly mentioned, probably because he 
had denied Jesus, and might for that 
reason feel that he would not be wel- 
come. How gracious and compassion- 
ate is our Lord! 

And so something new has happened 
in human history. The resurrection of 
Jesus is the pledge of our own (Rom. 
8:11), and as to the importance of His 
resurrection in relation to Christian 
truth and doctrine, read 1 Corinthians 
15, the resurrection chapter of the epis- 
tles. 

The heart of the Gospel and its mes- 
sage is Christ crucified, yea rather, 
risen again (Rom. 8:34). God forbid 
that we should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ (Gal. 6:14), 
as we rejoice this Easter Day in the 
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fact of an empty tomb and a living 
Saviour, with the glorious promise that 
He will be with us always, even unto 
the end of the age (see the Golden 
Text). 


APRIL 1, 1951 
The Creation 
LESSON TEXT: GENESIS 1:1-5, 26-31 


Golden Text: “O Lord, how manifold 
are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou 
made them all’? (Psa. 104:24) 


Revelation Necessary 
Genesis 1:1 
Hebrews 11:3 
Without Form and Void 
Not so created 
Judgment 
Restoration 
Creation 
Animal life 
Human life 
As we begin a new series of lessons 
running throughout the second quar- 
ter of the new year, we are told we 
shall be studying “Great Epochs of the 
Bible” as a sort of survey of Bible 
history. We are advised not to attempt 
to cover all the ground of every epoch 
or period, rather to focus attention 
chiefly upon a single event or signifi- 
cant passage illustrating each period. 
And this is what the International 
Lesson committee has done in formu- 
lating this series. We begin with the 
subject of creation, a subject so vast 
that we cannot exhaust it, and on the 
other hand, concerning which we can 
know so little, if we refer to the origi- 
nal creation, that all that we actually 
know is summed up in the seven He- 
brew words of Genesis 1:1, “In the be- 
ginning God created the Heavens and 
the earth,” as the English has it. As 
to the beginning, the only thing we 
know about it is that nobody knows 
anything about it, and as to how God 
created the universe (the Heavens and 
the earth), the only thing we know 
about that is that nobody knows any- 
thing about it. God alone can create, 
and the Hebrew verb so translated, 
bara, can have only God as its subject. 
It is for this reason that the Bible 
begins with the statement as quoted, 
for man has always asked the question, 
“Who hath created these things?” (see 
Isa. 40:26). In Proverbs 30:4 we find 
the question put this way: “Who hath 
established all the ends of the earth? 
What is His name, and what is His 
Son’s name, if thou canst tell?” The 
simple truth is, we needed a revela- 
tion, and thus it is that laboratories 
cannot help us; but it is by faith that 
we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the Word of God, so that 
things which are seen were made of 
things which are not seen (Heb. 11:3). 
So much has been written by way 
of commentary on Genesis 1 and 2 that 


the more one reads such commentaries, 
the more confused one is likely to be- 
come. Have the six days of the first 
chapter anything to do with the origi- 
nal creation? Did God “create” the 
world in six days, or does Exodus 
20:11 say that in six days He “made” 
Heaven and earth, two entirely differ- 
ent verbs in the Hebrew, occurring in 
Genesis 2:3, “created and made,” or, 
as in the margin, “created to make.” 

It is said by some that the “days” 
of Genesis 1 are really meant to be 
geological epochs or ages. In our 
opinion it seems best to treat that word 
“days” as such, and not to consider 
them as related to the original crea- 
tion. Notice that the verb, to create, is 
not used on days one, two, three, and 
four, which may be the key to the un- 
derstanding of the chapter as a whole. 


Without Form and Void 


The first difficult question is in rela- 
tion to verse two. Does it refer to the 
original creation? Did God create the 
earth tohu ve bohu? Isaiah 45:18 
says: “He created it not in vain,” the 
Hebrew for “in vain” being tohu. 
Reading verse two, we notice that the 
verb “was” in the first line is printed 
in ordinary type, and the same verb 
in the second line in italics, because 
it is not in the Hebrew text, and is 
therefore supplied. 

‘The first -occurrence of “was” is 
therefore of greater emphasis, and as 
in other passages translated “became,” 
which may well be the meaning of the 
verb here. Many students of the Bible 
believe that the period between verses 
one and two represents the long period 
of earth history covering all the geo- 
logical ages, concerning which the ge- 
ologist can tell us much, but in which 
the Bible would have no interest, con- 
cerned as it is with man and 
the age in which the human race 
is running its course. 

What then caused the earth to be- 
come without form (waste) and void 
(empty)? Was it some judgment that 
fell upon the earth, as in the case of 
the flood much later in the course of 
human history? Was Satan, once an 
angel of light, ruling in the earth un- 
der God? Did he decide to rule “on 
his own,” and thus to rebel against 
God’s moral government? 

Some kind of cataclysm seems to 
have befallen the earth in verse two. 
Was there one of .many periods when, 
by an increase of temperature, mists 
and clouds of vapor hid the light of 
the sun (there was darkness on the face 
of the deep), until normal conditions 
were restored at God’s command, as 
with His breath, the wind, condensa- 
tion begins on day one to clear the 

(Continued on page 33) 
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A Window on the World 


Missionaries in northern Indo-china have 
been ordered by the French government offi- 
cials to evacuate Haiphong. All women and 
children must go south and only the men may 
remain to carry on the work. Increasing 
danger of Chinese pressure from the north 
makes this step necessary. 


The following paragraphs on “Our Bible” by 
Charles Leach are of great interest. “Many years 
ago, says Thomas Cooper, a group of scholarly men 
met at a dinner party. During the conversation, 
some one in the party put a question which no one 
present was able to answer. The question was this: 

“Suppose that the New Testament had been de- 
stroyed, and every copy of it lost by the end of the 
third century, could it have been collected together 
again from the writings of the Fathers of the second 
and third centuries? 

“The question startled the company; but all were 
silent. Two months afterwards one of the company 
called upon Sir David Dalrymple, who had been 
present at the dinner. Pointing to a table covered 
with books, Sir David said: ‘Look at those books. 
You remember the question about the New Testa- 
ment and the Fathers? That question roused my 
curiosity, and as I possessed all the existing works 
of the Fathers of the second and third centuries, 
I commenced to search, and up to this time I have 
found the entire New Testament, except eleven 
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verses. 


For those who seek quotations from 
Roman Catholics showing their hatred of the 
American Public School System and their 
anti-American point of view, attention should 
be called to a volume “Separate Church and 
State Now” written by Joseph Martin Dawson, 
published by Richard R. Smith in New York 
at two dollars and fifty cents. With chapter 
and page the utterances of priests and popes 
damning American ideals is abundantly set 
forth with remarkable scope. The book was 
published two years ago but so many people 
have asked us for source material on this 
subject that we present this information here. 


One of the by-products of the Editor’s trip 
through Africa in 1946 was the interest he devel- 
oped in printing plants for the spread of the Gospel 
in various countries. One of the most economical 
moves that the missionary leaders of the world can 
make is the establishment and maintenance of well- 
equipped printing plants in foreign lands to do all 
of the printing that is required for missionary work. 
A dozen more such plants could be erected and 
staffed in order to produce millions of Gospels, 
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‘Testaments and portions, as well as the other print- 
ing needs of the missions. We were delighted, after 
our return, to introduce the director of the Niger 
Press of the Sudan Interior Mission to a friend who 
provided a large press for shipment to Africa. The 
new press and some other equipment was shipped 
to Jos, Nigeria and have now been in operation for 
some months. 


Albert Schweitzer, a medical doctor, fa- 
mous organist, biographer of Bach and social 
service missionary in Africa is often referred 
to by modernists as a man of great value. 
A medical student at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, David M. Seymour, has made a 
study of the life, history, and theological 
writings of Schweitzer and has published it 
in the Christian Medical Society Journal (No- 
vember-December 1950 under the title of 
“A Sketch of Albert Schweitzer — His Life 
and Works.” Mr. Seymour shows in a critical 
analysis of Schweitzer’s Jesus that the Ger- 
man missionary looks upon Christ only as an 
“ethical example” (withal the Supreme Ex- 
ample). Since Schweitzer is so often referred 
to in glowing terms by those who are aware 
only of his life of service as a medical mis- 
sionary, and who do not know the real facts 
concerning his teachings, this summary may 
be of some general interest. Most certainly 
Schweitzer cannot be looked upon as a Chris- 
tian in the Biblical sense of the word. 


In our issue of July, 1950 page 20 we spoke of 
the work of the American Protestant League, es- 
pecially their activity in getting Protestant children 
out of Roman Catholic institutions and published 
the address of Dr. Thomas Little, 350 West 25th 
Street, New York City, Secretary of the League. 

As a result of that paragraph in ETERNITY, a 
Protestant mother who had a fifteen - year - old 
daughter who had been confined in the House of 
the Good Shepherd in St. Louis, Missouri for more 
than a year has been enabled to remove her daughter 
from Catholic influence. The child was committed 


to the Catholic School when her widowed mother, 


living in the state of Oregon and supporting two 
other children, was not able to pay the costs of 
bringing the older child to the west coast. Dr. 
Little immediately went to St. Louis, secured a 
lawyer, made arrangements with a Protestant or- 
phan home to take the girl and also to give a job 
to the mother who had to be brought from Oregon 
in order to sign the writ of habeas corpus to free 
the girl from the Catholic institution. The case is 
now in the courts of St. Louis. 
(Continued on page 37) 
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The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 
be purchased through Eter- 
nity Book Service, Box 2000, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











Homiletic Thesaurus On The Gospels. 
Harold F. J. Ellingsen. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1950. 440 p. 
$4.50. 


The Homiletical Theasaurus On The 
Gospels, is really a dreadfully wonderful 
work. It is wonderful because it contains 
a wealth of preaching material. It is dread- 
ful in that it may become a homiletical 
crutch which the easy-going minister will 
use instead of his own study in the Word. 

Harold F. J. Ellingsen, a former Lutheran 
minister, has assembled in this volume 
many outlines covering texts and passages 
from the Gospels of Mark and Luke. This 
is one of three volumes on the Is, the 
other covering Matthew and John. The 
book abounds with illustrations, poetry, 
and other matter which will aid the 
preacher in garnishing his sermon well. 

Apart from its potential danger — per- 
sonal neglect of Bible study—due to the 
excellence of its contents, this work should 
be instructive in the breaking down of a 
text or passage of Scripture, and if one 
really applies himself, it will help him into 
the great field of expository preaching. 

To the student of homiletics—the science 
of preaching—Ellingsen has done a fine 
service in that he has presented the best in 
homiletical endeavor throughout the past 
centuries. The works of over three hun- 
dred Bible expositors have been consulted 
and their preaching efforts are to be found 
in the Homiletic Thesaurus. 

At the end of the volume there is a very 
fine index covering the various themes ae- 
veloped and an index of Scripture refer- 
ences. For churches observing the ecclesias- 
tical year, there are appropriate sermon 
outlines given. 

R. L. K. 


This Freedom—Whence? J. Wesley Bready. 
Light and Life Press, Winona Lake, Ind., 
1950. 365 p. $3.00. 


An able historian traces the social, moral, 
and material development of our era with 
unexampled completeness and precision, 
with the startling result that our cherished 
liberties and social values—indeed our 
whole scheme of democratic freedom—is 
seen to stem from the great Eighteenth 
Century revival. 

The present American Edition has in- 
volved some condensation and revision of 
the original material with the expansion by 
the author of those aspects of the great 
Evangelical movement which have had spe- 
cial influence in shaping the history and 
destiny of America. 
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New Hooks 


The Keswick Week, 1950. Marshall, Mor- 
gan and Scott, Ltd., London, 1950. 240 p. 
$1.50 paper bound copy. $2.00 cloth 
bound copy. 


It was generally agreeed that the Keswick 
Convention this year was particularly help- 
ful, and a wide welcome will be given to 
the official report. All the addresses de- 
livered in the large tent are fully given, 
including the Bible Readings on the Book 
of Joshua, by Dr. W. Graham Scroggie; 
while descriptive accounts of the day-to- 
day proceedings recapture the atmosphere 
of the Convention, and of the many sub- 
sidiary meetings and activities—the prayer 
meetings, reception for missionaries and 
visitors from overseas, ministers’ meeting, 
young people’s meetings, and open-air wit- 
ness. A selection of appropriate verses, 
Lakeland views, and Convention photo- 
graphs complete a pleasing presentation of 
the Keswick message for today. 


Early Christian Creeds. J. N. D. Kelly. 
Longmans, Green and Co., London, 1950. 
446 p. $5.75. 

A comprehensive study of the rise, de- 
velopment, and use of creeds in the early 
centuries of church history. The author 
investigates every main aspect of the credal 
problem. 

It opens with an examination of credal 
elements in the New Testament and con- 
tinues with an inquiry, as fresh in its ap- 
proach as in the conclusions it reaches, 
into the relation of creeds to the rite of 
baptism. The chapters that follow are de- 
voted to a study of the evidence for “the 
rule of faith” in the second century, a long 
discussion of the Old Roman Creed which 
breaks some new ground, and a consider- 
ation of the creeds of the Eastern Church 
and their relation to Western creeds and to 
those propounded by the fourth-century 
councils. Particular attention is given to 
the Council of Nicaea and the Nicene 
Creed and, in addition, there is a lengthy 
and large original reconstruction of the ex- 
pansion of the Roman Creed and its ac- 
ceptance throughout Europe as the present 
Apostles’ Creed. 

The price is high but no serious student 
of ecclesiastical history can afford to be 
without this book. 
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God’s Man in Manhattan. Mel Larson. 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, 1950. 168 p. $2.00. 


A biography of William Ward Ayer, for 
fourteen years pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church in New York City, now carrying on 
a Bible conference and radio ministry. 

The Conservative Baptist Fellowship has 
issued a series of 64-page booklets by Ches- 
ter E. Tulga, their Editorial Secretary, 
which may be helpful to many. So far the 
booklets include: The Case Against Mod- 
ernism, The Case Against the Federal 
Council of Churches, The Case Against the 
Social Gospel, The Case Against Commu- 
nism, The Case Against Modernism in For- 
eign Missions, and The Case for the Virgin 
Birth of Christ. The booklets sell at 
twenty-five cents each. 
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Meditations 
(Continued from page 24) 


He formed by breathing. It is remarkable 
that the name Jehovah is formed by the 
five vowels I, E, O, U, A, with a twice-re- 
peated H. It is even more remarkable when 
we realize that the word for spirit, which 
means “breath,” is ruach in Hebrew, which 
is pronounced by expelling air. God was 
adding His name to that of Abram. Sud- 
denly, as breath in the body of Adam 
brought life to the clay, breath in the na- 
ture of Abram brought fruitfulness to the 
man of 99. It was the breath of God, the 
same that Jesus breathed on the disciples 
in the upper room on the day of the resur- 
rection (John 20:22). It is this Spirit of 
God that will bring fruitfulness to us. 
LORD BREATHE THYSELF INTO US. 


March 29 
1 HAVE MADE THEE (17:5) 


Not a bit of this was yet fulfilled but God 
puts it in the past tense because He is 
God. Abraham was a “made man.” He 
had come to the end of himself (he was 99 
years old); He had reached God as El 
Shaddai, the source of all power. These 
are the two prerequisites to a life of fruit- 
fulness. Therefore, God pronounces Abra- 
ham to be fruitful. And now there is prom- 
ise not merely of Isaac, but of many na- 
tions. We have not seen the end of this 
promise yet for the seed of Abraham is 
coming to its greatest day. It should be 
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noted that God's promises are at first dimly 
seen, then they begin to unfold and their 
greatness will go on for ever: “A great na- 
tion” (12.2); “as the dust of the earth” 


(13:16); “as the stars” (15:5); “many na- 
tions” (17:5). 
LORD, MAKE US. 

March 30 


1 WILL MAKE THEE (17:6) 

After God says “I have made thee” (v. 
5), He says “I will make thee.” That is 
always God’s way. The promise precedes 
the performance and when we lay hold on 
the promise we have laid hold upon God. 
This method teaches us to look away from 
things and to fix our eyes upon the living 
God. When I first studied this passage I 
found that there are seven promises in one 
paragraph that begin with God’s I WILL. 
This set me counting through all the life 
of Abraham and I found that there are 
three times seven promises beginning with 
I Witt. This is the secret of the life of 
Abraham—he was attached to the eternal 
source of all blessing and power. This is 
what God wants to teach us, that power 
and life do not come from our own selves 
but from His great I WILL. 
LORD, SPEAK THY WORD IN US. 


March 31 
EXCEEDING FRUITFUL (17:6) 

To be fruitful for God is the height of 
all that the Christian life can be. If this 
passage is combined with our Lord’s teach- 
ing on the vine, the aim and method of 
fruitfulness in Christian living can be ap- 
prehended. Christ spoke of “fruit” (John 
15:2), “more fruit” (15:2), “much fruit” 
(15:5), and fruit that remains (15:6). The 
same thing is spoken to Abraham—he is to 
be “exceeding fruitful.” The secret as 
taught by Christ was to abide in Him. The 
same is the secret set forth here: the recog- 
nition of God as the source and the sup- 
plier of all, the ending of hope in one’s 
self and powers (Abraham was 99), and 
the going forth of the Word of God— 
I Witt. When these factors are all taken 
together in any life there can be but one 
result, exceeding fruitfulness. 

LORD, MAKE US EXCEEDING FRUITFUL. 
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Sunday Schoo! Lessons 
(Continued from page 29) 


atmosphere? The word, ruach, trans- , 


later “Spirit” in verse 2 is the same 
word translated “wind” in Genesis 8:1, 
where a similar situation exists. (The 
word cataclysm is the Greek word used 
in 2 Peter 2:5 for Noah’s flood). 


God Said 

The moral law of God is based on 
the principles involved in the so-called 
Ten Commandments, which the He- 
brews call the Ten Words. So the 
world as it is being restored to normal 
conditions in the course of what we 
call the re-creative week as described 
in Genesis 1 and 2, responds to the 
“ten words” of God, for, beginning 
with 1:3, we find “God said” ten times, 
as we read to 2:18. Thus by the word 
of His power were all things constitut- 
ed as we know them now, and by the 
word of His power are all these things 
upheld, Hebrews 1:3. In Colossians 
1:17 we read that in Christ all things 
“consist,” that is, “hold together,” re- 
membering that without Him, who is 
the Word not anything was made that 
was made (John 1:3). 

Restoration to normal conditions 
through Genesis 1 moves apace. What 
happens may we ask again, on day 
one? Merely the beginning of the 
clearing of the atmosphere, making it 
possible to differentiate between night 
and day, as the light of the sun begins 
to penetrate the supersaturated atmo- 
sphere. 

This process continues, and on the 
second day there is a range of visibil- 
ity (a firmament) separating “the wa- 
ters above,” still in the upper strata of 
the atmosphere, and “the waters below 
the firmament,” now beginning to fill 
the depressions which form our lakes 
and seas. 


Neither does the third day indicate 
any creative act. The process of con- 
densation is filling up the seas and 
lakes, as the dry land masses take their 
shape above the water level as we know 
the continents today. They were soon 
covered with vegetation, the explana- 
tion for which may be, that seed with 
its mysterious and persistent life sur- 
vived the cataclysm and sprouted again 
when normal conditions permitted it 
to do so. (In the expression “after his 
kind,” occurring frequently throughout 
this chapter, “his” is used for “its,” 
which latter word was not in use in 
1611, the date of the King James Bible. 


By day four the mists have entirely 
disappeared; the sky is again clear, so 
that the sun, moon, and stars can eas- 
ily be discerned. Again the word cre- 
ate is not used, but as they come into 
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view, it would be to one who might be 
thought of as being present, as though 
they were “made” at that time, and 
could now be used “for signs, for sea- 
sons, for days, and for years” (v. 14). 


Animal Life Created 


But on day five, animal life in all its 
forms having been destroyed, as we 
may assume, God “created” (vs. 21- 
25) such life (the verb “made” frank- 
ly offering some difficulty). 

Verse 26, beginning the second 
printed portion of our lesson, repre- 
sents God as taking counsel within 
Himself as He says: “Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness.” 
The pronoun “us” may include the 
germ of the doctrine of the Trinity, 
the Hebrew word for God in our les- 
son, Elohim, having a plural endin 
also. This pronoun “us,” used of God 
occurs again in Gen. 3:11;11:17, and 
in Isaiah 6:8. 

“So God created man in His image” 
is the third occurrence of the word 
“create” in this chapter. Exactly where 
the honest scientist admits that we are 
“ up against it,” with respect to the 
origin of matter, the origin of life, and 
the origin of man, we find the impor- 
tant statement a positive revelation— 
“God created,” verses 1,21 and 27. 

Human speculation in this connec- 
tion is of no value, for man cannot 
know anything as to the origin of any- 
thing apart from divine revelation. “In 
the beginning God” is the key to the 
understanding of the Bible, as also of 
the phenomena of the universe and of 
the life in us and around us. See the 
Golden Text. 


In His Image 


What is meant by “in our image” in 
verse 26? It hardly refers to the phys- 
ical body, made, according to 2:7, of 
the dust of the ground. God having 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
His own life, man became a living soul, 
the only form of life on earth capable 
of thinking God’s thoughts after Him, 
a distinct creation, a moral being, hav- 
ing spiritual faculties and capacities. 


APRIL 8, 1951 
The Beginnings of Sin 
LESSON TEXT: GENESIS 3:1-6, 9-15 


Golden Text: “For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eter- 
nal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23, R.S.V.) 
The Serpent 
Genesis 3:1 
Revelation 20 
Satan's Attack 
Disobedience 
Doubt and denial 
Christ's victory 
The Fall 
Separated by sin 
Restored by the blood 


ETERNITY 

















We may divide the book of Genesis 
into three sections under the three 
words: Generation, chapters 1-2, (last 
week’s lesson); Degeneration, chap- 
ters 3-11 (today’s lesson) ; and Regen- 
eration, beginning with the call of 
Abraham at chapter 12 (next week’s 
lesson ) . 

The opening phrase of each of these 
divisions is interesting and suggestive. 
Genesis 1:1 begins with the words, “In 
the beginning Elohim,” which name of 
God is usually associated with His cre- 
ative activity. Our lesson today, the 
second in the series for this quarter, 
opens with this sinister phrase, “Now 
the serpent.” Section three begins, 
“Now the LORD,” which indicates that 
the Hebrew says, “Now Jehovah,” the 
name of God usually associated with 
His redemptive activity. 


The Serpent 

Who or what is meant by the word 
“serpent”? We find the first occur- 
rence of this word here, in the third 
chapter of the Bible. In the third chap- 
ter from the end of the Bible we have 
the answer to our question where we 
read of “the dragon, that old serpent, 
which is the Devil, and Satan” (Rev. 
20:2). 

Satan is the Hebrew name for the 
Devil, this name derived from the 
Greek, Diabolos, whence our adjective, 
“diabolical.” The designation, “That 
old serpent” no doubt refers to the fact 
that the word was used as far back in 
Bible history as Genesis 3:1. All this 
raises another question, as to who Sa- 
tan is, as to his_person and work. 

There is no question about the fact 
that, in some mysterious way, he is 
associated with “the beginnings of 
sin;” that with his entrance into hu- 
man history (Gen. 3:1) sin comes into 
the picture, and as he passes off the 
scene (in Rev. 20), sin also passes out 
followed by the renewed Heavens and 
earth wherein dwell righteousness, 
peace, and consequent joy. 

There is reason to believe that Satan 
was once an angel of light, having do- 
minion over our earth, as we suggested 
last week, as regent or viceroy under 
God’s moral government in the uni- 
verse. It would seem that in his heart 
there arose a desire to rule independ- 
dently of God, to set up a government 
with no responsibility to God. Thus 
does he become a rebel against God 
and His moral government, and his 
activities can best be understood as 
they are related to this word, rebel. 

We have also suggested before this, 
that God dispossessed him of his au- 
thority in the earth, and created a new 
race of beings to take over this do- 
minion (Gen. 1:26.28). Satan’s jeal- 
ousy was at once aroused and this 
newly-created race immediately became 
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the target of his attack. Could he win 
man to his side, to win him away from 
obedience to God and His commands? 
Could man be enticed wth the desire 
to be “independent”? Did he not have 
all the qualifications so to rule? Hav- 
ing been created in the image of God, 
should he not be like God (Gen. 3:5) 
in every particular? 


Doubt and Denial 


It is along this line that Satan tempts 
him. In the first place he raises the 
question, “Hath God said?” in verse 
one of our lesson. His approach is 
usually the same, to raise doubt about 
God’s word, with the ultimate purpose 
of denying it absolutely, as in verse 4 
he dares to contradict God’s word in 
Genesis 2:17 by saying, “Ye shall not 
surely die.” But the toll of the funeral 
bell is heard throughout the book of 
Genesis, which closes with the expres- 
sion, “a coffin in Egypt.” (See the 
Golden Text). 

Satan attacked Jesus, “the last 
Adam,” in somewhat the same way, 


even offering Him dominion over the 
earth if He would but bow down and 
worship him. The voice of the Father 
had recently declared, “Thou art My 
beloved Son.” Satan says, “If Thou be 
the Son of God,” prove it. Again the 
note of doubt in that little word “if.” 
Hath God said it? Is it true? If so, 
prove it by turning these stones into 
bread. You must be hungry! But 
Jesus, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3, says 
that man does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of the Lord. No doubt 
about, or denial of God’s word in that. 
If only the wife of Adam had said, as 
Jesus did, Get thee behind me Satan, 
human history might indeed have been 
a different story. 

The word “Satan” is said to mean 
an “adversary,” and the word “Devil” 
to mean a “slanderer.” Satan is the 
adversary of God and man, as a slan- 
derer (implying also that he is a liar), 
he slanders man before God, as in the 
case of Job, and in our lesson today 
he slanders God before man. He tries 
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“But wheso hath this world’s good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the leve of God in him?’ 


I John 3:17 
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to make the wife of Adam believe that 
God is unkind, withholding arbitrarily 
what would be desirable to have and 
to experience. 

Whatever the difficulties involved in 
the questions as to a literal garden, 
and what a tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil could possibly be like, 
and what the nature of its fruit (cer- 
tainly no apple!), the moral problem 
was one of obedience or disobedience. 

The appeal Satan made, as in the 
case of the temptation of Jesus, was to 
the appetite, and the appetite and pas- 
sions are usually the avenues by which 
Satan seeks to enter “man-soul” in or- 
der to destroy him. 

So than “when the wife of Adam 
saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her hus- 


band with her, and he did eat.” 
Paradise Lost — 


To this act and its consequences 
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Milton refers in the first lines of his 
great poem, Paradise Lost: “Of man’s 
first disobedience and the fruit of that 
forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
brought death into this world with all 
its woe, and loss of Eden . . . sing, 
heavenly Muse.” Thank God there 
came another Adam to recover for us 
the Paradise which the first Adam for- 
feited, so that Milton could write an- 
other, but less well-known poem, Para- 
dise Regained, based on the victory 
Jesus won by successfully resisting Sa- 
tan’s temptation. 

When Adam and his wife came to 
realize what they had done, they were 
overcome with a feeling of guilt, of 
shame, and of fear. They at once 
sought to mitigate these natural con- 
sequences of their sin by making fig- 
leaf aprons (v.1) which, like any 
human device to solve the sin prob- 
lem, did not avail. It was not until 
God Himself (in v.21) made coats of 
skins for them that they came to real- 
ize the fundamental truth, that with- 


out the shedding of blood there is no 
remission of sin—the death of an inno- 
cent victim in behalf of the guilty 
sinner. All sacrifices throughout the 
Bible root back into this verse in Gene- 
sis, the “seed-plot” of the Bible. 

Sin separates man from God, and 
destroys communion and _ fellowship 
with Him. See Adam and his wife 
hiding themselves among the trees of 
the garden as in the cool of the day 
He comes to commune with them. They 
fear His voice and dread His presence. 

We may be thankful that, under such 
circumstances, it is God who comes in 
search of man, calling to him, “Adam, 
where art thou?” (as in 4:9 He asks 
Cain, “Where is thy brother?”). Adam 
frankly admits his sense of fear, be- 
cause of his feeling of guilt and shame. 
God then asks him whether he had dis- 
obeyed His command not to eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
to which Adam replied (and how char- 
acteristic of sinful human nature to 
blame someone else), “I didn’t do it, 
my wife did it!” But worse than that, 
he actually said: “The woman whom 
Thou gavest to be with me, she gave 
me of the tree, and I did eat,” thus 
seeking to bring God into the trans- 
gression and passing the responsibility 
on to Him. 

God apparently does not chide 
Adam, but turns to his wife and asks 
her what she had done. She too places 
the blame on another, saying, “The 
serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” 


The Curse Pronounced 


Again, God does not chide her 
either, but, turning to the serpent, pro- 
nounces the curse of verse 14 upon this 
creature through which Satan, using 
it as an instrument and tool, brought 
about man’s “fall.” It would be inter- 
esting to know whether this creature 
had originally been of a different 
shape and form. The fact that one dis- 
covers rudimentary legs under the skin 
upon dissecting a serpent might point 
in that direction! It is probable that 
man’s aversion for this groveling 
“beast” can be traced back to this 
verse 14. 

But in this curse section (vs. 14-19), 
there is a bright spot, illuminated. by 
the first glimpse of Gospel light, the 
first Golden Text of the Bible, verse 
15, the promise that the seed of the 
woman should some day bruise the 
head of the serpent, which we believe 
took place at Calvary, (see the lesson 
of March 25, at Mk. 15:22). This 
promise with the unusual phrase, the 
seed of the woman, points forward to 
the virgin birth of a redeemer, for as 
sin came by way of a woman, so shall 
the Saviour come, “made of a woman.” 
He is to be the innocent victim, who, 
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according to the significance of verse 
21, is to shed His blood for the guilty 
sinner on the tree of the cross, for as 
sin came by way of a tree, so shall our 


salvation come by way of a tree. (See. 


Acts 5:30 and 10:39). 


The Curse Removed 


And this Saviour did come as fore- 
told and promised. He took upon Him- 
self the curse, having been made a 
curse for us (Gal. 3:13). We read of 
sorrow, of thorns, and of sweat, and 
so we read of Him as a Man of sor- 
rows; a crown of thorns was placed 
upon His head, and sweat, like great 
drops of blood, flowed from His body 
in the hour of His agony in Gethse- 
mane! 

It is interesting to believe that Adam 
accepted the promise of 3:15, and as 
an expression of his faith and hope 
in a Saviour who was to come as the 
seed of the woman, he named his wife 
Chavah, “living,” that is, Eve in our 
English Bible. He was to overcome 
death, and thus He speaks of Himself 
as the Way, the Truth, and the Life; 
the Resurrection and the Life. 


If the study period were longer, one 
could continue through the following 
chapters and see how sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death, as we 
read of the violent death of Abel at 
the hands of his brother Cain. An- 
other violent death is recorded in 4:23 
by way of revenge, perpetrated by 
Lamech, the first polygamist on record. 


The Days of Noah 


Thus do corruption and violence in- 
crease (6:11-13), until the judgment 
of the great flood falls upon a race 
which God could not use for His pur- 
pose —and according to Jesus’ own 
words in Luke 17:26-28, as it was in 
the days of Noah and of Lot in So- 
dom, so shall it be again in the days 
of the Son of man, evidently an in- 
crease in corruption and violence. We 
may find on the front page of our 
newspapers abundant evidence of such 
a situation developing rapidly. 

But we do not want to forget those 
who, as a small remnant, were living 
a life of protest against the sins of their 
time. Enoch walked with God (Gen. 
5:22,24) and so did Noah (6:9), and 
consequently found grace in the sight 
of God (6:8), the first time the word 
“grace” occurs in the Bible. 

Thus through the centuries there 
have been many who have collected 
the wages of their sin, namely, death, 
but there have also always been those 
who, because of their faith in God, re- 
sulting in a godly life, have entered 
upon their inheritance as a gift of 
God, namely, life eternal. 
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A Window on the World 


(Continued from page 30) 


The Department of City Plan- 
ning of New York City has made 
a study of the problem of atomic- 
bomb shelters for the city popula- 
tions. They came to the conclu- 
sion that the problem was nation- 
al and that two hillion dollars 
would be required for shelters of 
which approximately one fourth 
would be for the New York metro- 
politan area. 


Our Lord said that the children of 
this world are wiser in their generation 
than the children of light, and certainly 
the Roman Catholics are showing more 
wisdom than some of the Protestants 
who are attempting to build a Protes- 
tant Papacy under the name of the 
oecumenical movement. 

Francois Mauriac is one of the out- 
standing men of letters in modern 
France. Since he is a member of the 
Academy his writings must always be 
taken into consideration by every phase 
of French thought. Recently in Figaro, 
the leading conservative newspaper of 
Paris, he wrote an article concerning 
Protestant reception of the news of the 
Papal promulgation of the dogma of 
the supposed assumption of the Virgin. 
He took his point of departure from 


an article by Pastor Marc Boegner, 
who is best known in America from 
the fact that he was elected one of the 
Co-Presidents of the World Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam a few years 
‘ago. Boegner wrote an article (reveal- 
ing, incidentally, his departure from 
historic Christianity) criticizing the 
Papacy for the promulgation of the 
doctrine on the grounds that it would 
form a further barrier to church union. 

I have Mauriac’s article before me, 
and herewith translate some salient 
portions. “When the Reformed pastors 
deplore the promulgation of the new 
dogma which, according to them, will 
heighten the difficulties of church 
union, their sadness touches me. Far 
from scandalizing me, their attitude 
edifies me, for it testifies to a deep 
change in attitude toward the Catholic 
Church, even in the very highest Prot- 
estant circles. Our readers must re- 
member that formerly, it was the Ro- 
man Church which was described in 
Revelation 17 as “the great whore with 
which the kings of the earth have com- 
mitted fornication. ” It was the Roman 
Church that was “clothed in purple and 
scarlet, holding in her hand a golden 
cup, filled with abominations.” With 
this comparison we can measure the 
great distance which the Protestant 
leaders have travelled. Henceforth the 
Protestants and the Catholics who have 
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worked to bring the diverse elements of 
Christianity together can know that 
they have not worked in vain, because 
“the great whore of Babylon” has now 
become, in the eyes of the leaders of 
our separated brethren, the old mother 
Church towards which their eyes turn 
with an invincible hope, a hope that is 
always deceived, and which, in my 
humble opinion cannot be otherwise 
than deceived.” 

Following this, M. Mauriac presents 
the well-known Catholic position, and 
then continues: “There is no union 
possible between Christians who believe 
that nothing may be added to what has 
been written and ourselves for whom 
the kingdom of God is that grain of 
mustard seed which has, little by little, 
become a great tree which never ceases 
to put out new branches, and to flour- 
ish and bear fruit . . . Catholic Christi- 
anity is a continuous revelation, unin- 
terrupted, and not a written text about 
which various sects dispute . . . A 
Protestant Christian thinks of church 
union, I imagine, as a sort of reconcili- 
ation where each one will bring his 
part toward the desired unity, each will 
make concessions, and will renounce 
certain prerogatives. Such an idea 
loses sight of the fact that the Catholic 
Church would no longer be the Catho- 
lic Church if she could even dream that 
other churches could exist outside of 
herself, since she has received the pow- 
er of binding and loosing. She might 
as well deny See) Karl Barth, a Cal- 
vinist theologian, has well understood 
this: it is inconceivable that Rome 
should ever negotiate on an equal foot- 
ing with those who have separated 
from her. The wish of Rome is not 
that Christians should come to a com- 
mon accord on certain controversial 
points, but that the heretics and the 
separatists should fall on their knees 
before the feet of Peter in order to re- 
ceive the kiss of peace. This demand of 
Rome towards Protestantism is also 
held by some of them toward the Ro- 
man Church which they believe to be 
filled with simony and idolatry. Here 
I can only point out the web of equivo- 
cation and misunderstanding in which 
the debaters of the two sides thrash 
about, each a heretic to the other. . An- 
other reason which has always kept 
me from becoming excited about the 
ecumenical movement, is that I believe 
with Theodore Haecker that only in- 
dividuals are capable of being con- 
verted. Churches do not get converted. 
Conversion is the drama of a single 
person and not of a collectivity.” 

This article is a thoughtful rebuke 
to Marc Boegner and the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. It shows the Protes- 
tant scene as an outstanding Catholic 
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sees it. The World Council is foolishly 
whistling into the wind. Karl Barth, 
at least, is respected as one who sees 
clearly and who knows that there is 
no compromise with Rome. The Catho- 


lic Church demands nothing short of 


‘capitulation and unconditional surren- 


der. The leaders of World Protestant- 
ism are bankrupt, in that they have left 
the Word of God, will not accept its 
final verdicts, and will not bow to St. 
Peter. Therefore, they are shifting with 
the wind, unfortunate victims of their 
own apostacy. Like the dog in Aesop’s 
fable they have dropped the solid food 
of the Word which they once held in 
their mouth, and have grasped after 
an image in the water which they can- 
not have. Now they are hungry and 
do not know what to do. If only they 
would come back to the Word of God 
where they belong! But alas! in aban- 
doning the Word of God they have set 
up the pope of their own reason. To 
him they bow, and with him they must 
be condemned by both sides, and even- 
tually by God. 


Life magazine has published 
pictures of some of the thousands 
of German settlers in Colorsbia 
wearing swastika armbands, giv- 
ing the Nazi salute, and attending 
the mass for the German war 
criminals on the anniversary of 
their death. The group passed 
out circulars with Hitler’s picture 
and quoted their creed, “The rise 
of a powerful Germany for the 
benefit of the world.” 


Letters from Korea 
(Continued from page 20) 


sang and how they responded with 
“Amens” to the petitions of the 
prayers. 

Han Kyung Chik preached a power- 
ful sermon on Isaiah 60:1, “Arise, 
shine, for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” 
I can’t say how happy and grateful I 
was to be able to attend that meeting. 
Han pointed out the destruction and 
yet he challenged the people to get to 
work, not to lean on America or the 
United Nations as great and generous 
as their help might be. But the great- 
est loss and the serious and irrepara- 
ble loss here is leaders. And in 
this respect the Russians show the 
diabolical evil of their methods. Not 
only the leaders of the church but all 
doctors, teachers, skilled technical men 
are gone, so that not only the church 
but education, industry, and govern- 
ment are without leaders. The Reds 
conducted a systematic, apparently a 


fine-toothcombed extermination of the 
leadership of North Korea. What a 
need, therefore, of immediately hav- 
ing a great number of workers to get 
going in all these institutions that 
haven’t been functioning for years. 
The pastor, Kim Yung Jun, who pre- 
sided at the meeting opened his prayer 
with thanksgiving for their being alive. 
I couldn’t help but think how different 
that is from the thanksgiving we offer 
in America. Now we all hope and pray 
that there will be a great response on 
the part of the church in America to 
this need. 

In the discussions here as to what 
to do to hold the property, to get go- 
ing on schools, Bible classes, Training 
Institutes in the face of the overwhelm- 
ing need, the unanswerable question is 
who will do it? Where can we turn 
for missionaries to get under the load? 
So few are available at a time that de- 
mands more workers than in any pre- 
vious era of our mission. Would that 
we had a hundred people to turn loose 
on these tasks immediately. As some- 
one put it yesterday, “This is the first 
opportunity the West has had to get 
behind the Iron Curtain and we know 
now what it is like.” Last night an 
elder entertained the missionaries and 
gave us details of the Russian occu- 
pancy, the ruthless carrying off of the 
peoples’ possessions and the disappear- 
ance of members of families. His 
grandson had hid for three months 
under the roof of the home. It was a 
reign of terror. 

The churches were permitted to 
meet, but people were scared off and 
the attendance was poor. The same 
with the Presbytery, it met but aside 
from the officers few gathered and it 
developed into a mere perfunctory af- 
fair. The Seminary continued until 
Spring although a year ago it had to 
meet the regulations of the Christian 
League, a government sponsored or- 
ganization. Only teachers and students 
who pledged loyalty to the Red Re- 
gime could teach and study, and unbe- 
lievers who taught the Communist doc- 
trines were included on the faculty. 
Students numbered about 120. The 
irony of the compromise is that when 
the Reds pulled out they took the Semi- 
nary teachers with them whose fate 
is unknown but is doubtless the same 
as that of those who refused to com- 
promise and were carried off, death. 
From all we can learn the method of 
liquidation was to march them long 
stretches from day to day northward 
until wearied and then in their exhaus- 
tion, unable to trudge along any 
longer, they were shot. Rows of graves 
are here and there, everywhere. Bodies 
too, are constantly being discovered. 
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An American corpse was found on the 
compound here the other day. I saw 
six dead Koreans in one place along 
the road en route from Seoul. 

I was just interrupted by a call 
from To Si, Mother Swallen’s Bible 
woman, who worked with her for 
years and years. To Si had had word 
about the family from Dr. Blair when 
he visited here three years ago. 

After the big meeting that we had 
yesterday other groups are beginning 
to call and it is pretty difficult to get 
anything done. But the story is the 
same, the members of the faculties of 
the fine schools and institutions we 
had here are gone and scattered. What 
an opportunity, therefore, to throw 
ourselves into the situation and to pray 
for God to reveal His glory in another 
revival, a mighty outpouring of His 
Spirit as in 1907. May we not limit 
God by limiting Him to our plans and 
resources. May the enormity of the 
need drive us in fresh faith and 
brighter vision to the Lord Jesus. The 
people were never more open and 
never as appreciative of America and 
the UN. They are truly grateful for 
the deliverance the West has brought 
them, and on the way from Seoul I 
couldn’t help noticing the difference 
in enthusiasm on the part of the kids 
as we drove past villages. In South 
Korea all the kids learned, “Hello, 
O.K., and Good Bye” in 1945 and 
used it till the American troops left, 
and now with the return of U.S. Units 
it is merely getting reacquainted. But 
here it is new and means so much more 
after the Red domination and the 
youngsters shout “Mansei”’ continually 
and wave at us. 

You would be interested to see the 
conditions under which these bache- 
lors are living. Miss Doriss’ house 
like the others was littered with stuff 
when the four, Adams, Campbell, Hill, 
and Kinsler took over. Windows and 
doors were out and the living room 
alone was intact. Two homemade beds 
were put together on which Ned and 
Harry have sleeping bags. Arch 
and Fran are in another room. Having 
a folding army cot, I barged into the 
living room which is warmer (at least 
when we turn in) because of the fire 
place. The four are eating army ra- 
tions, out of cans, and since the wives 
will want the details, the place is not 
unlittered with cans and other remains 
of the rations. Above the fire place 
is a rooster Ned found in Kim Il 
Song’s air raid shelter, a wonderful 
likeness made out of velvet, perhaps a 
gift from Moscow to the Korean 
Stalin! Yesterday morning after a 
cold night, while someone was discuss- 
ing a shaving lotion that guarantees to 
“cool and refresh the skin,” Campbell 
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remarked that he didn’t need anything 
to cool him. And Fran added that he 
would have felt better in the unheated 
room with anti-freeze inside of him. 
The local dairyman’s widow (he was 
a Red victim) brings milk and others 
have brought fresh eggs so that the 
diet of rations is varied. I am fortu- 
nate, being in the Army, as is Howie, 
an Air Force man, in getting meals in 
the mess. The number of Korean visi- 
tors, in Arch’s words, “used to be a 
stream but now it is a river.” Of 
course, its a joy to see them all, but 
time and strength are limited and it 
will require great patience in the days 
ahead. Ned has a fine collection of 
Red propaganda posters, colorful and 
graphic. One gloats over the fall of 
Seoul, and another from what we can 
figure is a representation of MacAr- 
thur. Strange to say the general has 
a number of wrist watches on each 
arm that reveals a Commie trait to 
grab all the watches they could from 
the victims of their aggression. One 
poster has pictures showing Americans 
surrendering, groups of American 
prisoners, and also American dead. I 
think Ned found the latter one in one 
of our mision schools that had been 
taken over by the Reds. 

I planned to drive up to Sun Chun 
tomorrow but the latest word is that 
there are pockets of Commies between 
here and there and that they have re- 
taken a place or two, so we'll let wis- 
dom be the better part of valor. 

Cordially, 
HarROLp VOEKEL 


(Ham Hung, Korea), 
November 26, 1950 

The end of a perfect day, or at least 
of a happy and a busy one. The day 
dawned cold but soon the winter sun 
moderated the temperature and it has 
been a delightful day although the fact 
of winter could not be forgotten. 
There’s no getting away from the fact 
that we are quite north here. I had 
a service for a small group in their 
mess hall at nine, and then at ten took 
the Corps service for the chaplain who 
had been invited together with Chap- 
lain Bennett of General Headquarters 
in Tokyo (overall boss) who is visit- 
ing us, to fly up to the Yalu with our 
General, Almond, in his private 
plane(!). I always give the invitation 
and having preached on “Ye must be 
born again” (John 3:7), had a good 
response. This afternoon we had a 
service for R.O.K.’s and Korean em- 
ployees of the POW Camp, so you see 
the day has been a busy one. I’m 
continuing to have a most enjoyable 
time with the POW’s and they now 
know “Only Trust Him” and sing the 
chorus lustily. They were memorizing 
John 3:16 the other day, and I wish 


the Korean Gospels and N.T.’s would 
come. They have been fearfully de- 
layed. For several days our office has 
been advised of the arrival of 14 boxes 
by boat, and we were all sure they 
would be Korean Scriptures or tracts 
but to our keen disappointment they 
turned out to be altar candles. 

I have been expecting to get off each 
day for a trip to Wonsan but the delay 
of the arrival of the Tokyo chaplains 
has held me up. However, there’s 
never a dull moment for something is 
always cropping up. One of my fre- 
quent requests is for workers of some 
kind or another, different departments 
need housegirls or waitresses, carpen- 
ters, electricians, etc. The officers’ 
mess is an entirely changed place with 
these Christian girls serving tables. 
Many have commented on their effi- 
ciency and pleasant attitude. It has 
been interesting for me to notice big, 
hefty officers giving the kids flirtatious 
glances and the girls, in their inno- 
cence, enjoying the admiration. 

At the POW Camp is one lonely 
North Korean nurse whom the GI’s 
have taken right into the family even 
though she is an enemy. She’s a most 
pleasant little thing, very young, and 
quite attractive. She used to go to 
Sunday School in her village, not far 
from here, but got away from the 
church when she went to middle 
school. They have her working in the 
dispensary in the Camp and I noticed 
on Thanksgiving Day that she was in 
the Mess Hall eating turkey and “all 
the fixins” instead of the regular ene- 
my diet. And the jacket she wears is 
a dandy winter one that obviously be- 
longs to the sergeant assigned to the 
dispensary. War has its lighter and 
pleasant aspects. Also, they are issu- 
ing padded clothing and leather shoes 
to the prisoners so that they are better 
clothed than many of the civilians 
right in town. 

Some days ago Dick Underwood 
who is an interpreter in the POW 
Camp mentioned the printing shop 
there and suggested that I might get 
permission for the local Christians to 
use it for printing tracts or whatever 
they might need. When I called on 
the officials with a request to use the 
presses they said I might have them 
since the building needed to be cleared 
out for engineers who were taking it 
over, so the local church groups have 
three presses and a big paper cutter 
and all the type and other equipment, 
The Korean pastors were overwhelmed 
by the gift. It required two big army 
trucks and 10 POW’s (happened to 
be Chinese) to move it. 

Living in the same house with me 
is an United Nations Team of hospital 
people, a Danish doctor, a Canadian 
sanitary engineer, etc. The Canadian, 
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Reg. Bowerling knows Douglas Avison, 
and since this is Canadian territory 
and the Reds burned out the mission 
hospital I urged Bowerling to have 
the Team rehabilitate the hospital. 
They’ve been up there a few times and 
give promises of helping them with 
equipment and medicines “Providing 
the Koreans help themselves.” I don’t 
follow the Team on that score for with 
a burned out building and the economy 
of the country prostrate the Koreans 
can do little. But we'll keep after the 
UN. 

The other day I had the pastor of 
the Central Church give me the whole 
story of the Yun Maeng Whei (Chris- 
tian League) the pro-Communist group 
that all pastors and congregations were 
forced to join. After the local Commu- 
nist officials told the Church leaders 
to get together in support of the gov- 
ernment and got no response a former 
Pyong Yang pastor, a renegade de- 
serter to the Reds who had a top job 
in Kim I] Sung’s puppet government, 
Kang Yang Ook, arrived and gave the 
local men the works. They had antici- 
pated what was coming and went out 
to the hills to talk and pray over it 
with the three possibilities, (1) to es- 
cape south over the 38th parallel which 
would have meant forsaking their con- 
gregations, (2) refusing to join the 
Christian League and inviting martyr- 
dom, (3) signing up. After considerable 
debate they decided to sign up since 
in their minds it was merely a political 
issue and in no way compromised their 
faith as did the Shrine issue. Even so, 
when they faced Kang and agreed to 
sign up he told them in a humiliating 
rampage that they were hypocrites 
(which doubtless they were) in saying 
they would support the government 
for in their hearts they weren’t true to 
the government. The description of 
the brow-beating, fearful as that ex- 
perience must have been, is humorous 
in retrospect because of its ferocity. 
How these pastors can retain their 
sanity after the years of Japanese and 
then Russian torment is a mystery. No, 
it’s a miracle, it’s God’s grace. 


General MacArthur has been in Ko- 
rea again and his promise to the GI’s 
that once they reach the Yalu they can 
go home, or be home for .Christmas 
dinner is puzzling to all of us here. 
There seems so much still to be done 
but no one here is going to argue 
against going home. I can assure you 
that. This army life is certainly a 
change in life for me. Among other 
things I miss, more than I can say, 
privacy. There is absolutely no oppor- 
tunity to get away and be alone. Lack 
of buildings means we are crowded 
together for sleeping quarters, for of- 
fices, so whether you're working or 


Marcu 1951 


trying to rest its all on the wholesale 
basis. It’s impossible to get away for 
a walk to the hills because of the 
threat of guerillas. They’ve been at- 
tacking convoys and all travel, except- 
ing with proper military protection, is 
out. And because of the cold and the 
need for stoves an empty room wouldn’t 
be suitable if you did succeed in find- 
ing one. I'll take civilian life any day. 
-Hung Nam, Korea, 
December 11, 1950 

The last few days have seen the 
Marines on the way out, road blocks 
destroyed, and the decision made for 
us to evacuate. Just where we don’t 
know but the guess is Pusan. Now 
with eighty to ninety thousand Ameri- 
cans plus Koreans, together with the 
enormous amount of equipment, trucks, 
tanks, guns, jeeps, etc., that is required 
to motorize so many men, you can 
imagine the activity that has suddenly 
burst in upon us. 

But with the news that we are leav- 
ing, the Koreans, especially the Chris- 
tians, are crushed. There is a building 
in Ham Hung called the Y.M.C.A. 
where a group of pastors, elders, dea- 
cons, and others is always gathered 
and it is becoming increasingly diffi- 
cult for me to visit it for realizing the 
special target they will be for the Chi- 
nese Communists they are frantic. To- 
day when I arrived they pressed in 
against me, each one asking for help, 
some permission or letter to get on an 
American boat, some guarantee that 
they wouldn’t be left here. The desper- 
ation is terrible and I wish there was 
something I could do. Pilots report 
great streams of refugees leaving Won- 
san and Navy men tell of Korean boats 
loaded with people escaping from 
Iwon, the port to the north. It has 
been bitter cold here, and the thought 
of whole families leaving all and start- 
ing on a trek that will take days with- 
out any assurance ofa place to live is 
dreadful. With Wonson to the south 
in the hands of the Reds and the enemy 
hurrying down from the north and 
west and the sea to the east, the people 
are trapped and there is real reason 
for their fear. My, what fear will do. 
Pastors with whom a few days ago I 
was having a happy fellowship are en- 
tirely different men, and I can sympa- 
thize with them in their anguish of 
soul. Their lives, their families, their 
homes, everything seems to lie direct- 
ly in the path of destruction, and that 
in a matter of days, with no way out. 
I have never been in a situation like 
this in my life before and it leaves me 
weak, and I’m afraid useless. There 
seems to be nothing that I can do for 
them. The situation sends me to God 
of course, and many of the passages 
so familiar in other circumstances have 
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taken on new meaning and new pre- 
ciousness. The Lord gave me special 
comfort in Psalm 92:8,9 “God is most 
high forevermore . . . enemies shall 
perish, all the workers of iniquity shall 
be scattered.” Doubtless the group in 
Seoul and others in other places are 
going through the same thing. Thank 
God for the mercy-seat. 

Yesterday was a great day with the 
troops. I left at a little before eight in 
the bitter cold for the 7th Division’s 
Field Artillery in which they have a 
number of Korean soldiers. The Artil- 
lery chaplain joined me and took me 
right out to the troops where in the 
snow, beside their field pieces, we had 
a service, 17 Koreans and myself. My, 
I enjoyed it. It was a bright, sunny 
day, which tempered the cold some- 
what of course, but the fellowship was 
one I shall always treasure. Then we 
went on farther up the valley, gathered 
a group of GI’s and held a service for 
them. I gave the invitation and had a 
good response. Both these services 
outdoors on as cold a day as we have 
had here. 

For some days now I’ve been seeing 
a “PWE” sign (Prisoner of War En- 
closure) and Saturday did some inves- 
tigating. There they were in the prison 
outside of town, North Koreans, hud- 
dled together in the unheated cells, 
and they gave me a hearty welcome. 
Most of them are from this neighbor- 
hood. I didn’t find many Christians 
among them. I taught them, “Yes, 
Jesus Loves Me,” and had them recite 
John 3:16 together until many of them 
could repeat it, and then gave them a 
sermon. They are always most grateful 
and appreciative and it saddens me to 
think that none of the thousands of 
tracts that I had printed in Tokyo on 
a special rush job and sent over here, 
nor any Korean Scriptures, N.T.’s or 
Gospels have arrived. I have nothing 
to leave with these men who sit there 
all day without anything to read. I 
ought to add that two boxes of Mark 
did come some weeks ago and I dis- 
tributed 300 copies among 600 P.W.’s. 
How eagerly and thankfully they re- 
ceived them. 

Now they are bringing in hundreds 
of captured Chinese and what an un- 
speakably pitiable sight they are with 
frozen feet, so swollen they break open 
in the canvas shoes. Frozen feet, hands, 
and ears. One wretch hadn’t eaten for 
six days, and what a sight he was as 
he gobbled down a can of beans the 
GI’s gave him. What a joy it is to be 
here in these crucial days to be able 
to witness to the Korean troops and 
populace and, of course, to the Ameri- 
cans. It is a rich opportunity and I 
trust, » by God’s grace, a fruitful one. 


THe Enp 
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John Newton 
(Continued from page 21) 


God, in the sanctification and final sal- 
vation of his soul. And if, through the 
weakness of his flesh, he is liable to be 
startled by the first impression of a 
sharp and sudden trial, he quickly 
flees to his strong refuge, remembers 
it is the Lord’s doing, resigns himself 
to His will, and patiently expects a 
happy issue. 

By the same principle of faith, a 
believer’s conduct is regulated toward 
his fellow-creatures; and in the dis- 
charge of the several duties and rela- 
tions of life, his great aim is to please 
God, and to let his light shine in the 
world. He believes and feels his own 
weakness and unworthiness, and lives 
upon the grace and pardoning love of 
his Lord. This gives him an habitual 
tenderness and gentleness of spirit. 
Humbled under a sense of much for- 
giveness to himself, he finds it easy to 
forgive others, if he has ought against 
any. A due sense of what he is in the 
sight of the Lord, preserves him from 
giving way to anger, positiveness, and 
resentment. He is not easily provoked, 
but is “swift to hear, slow to speak. 
slow to wrath;” and if offended, easy 
to be intreated, and disposed, not only 
to yield to a reconciliation, but to seek 
it. As Jesus is his life, and righteous- 
ness, and strength, so He is his pattern. 
By faith he contemplates and studies 
this great exemplar of philanthropy. 

With a holy ambition, he treads in 
the footsteps of his Lord and Master, 
and learns of Him to be meek and low- 
ly, to requite injuries with kindness, 
and to overcome evil with good. 

From the same views, by faith he 
. derives a benevolent spirit, and accord- 
ing to his sphere and ability, he en- 
deavors to promote the welfare of all 
around him. The law of love being 
thus written in his heart, and his soul 
set at liberty from the low and narrow 
dictates of a selfish spirit, his language 
will be truth, and his dealings equity. 
His promise may be depended on, 
without the interposition of an oath, 
bond, or witness; and the feelings of 
his own heart, under the direction of 
an enlightened conscience, and the pre- 
cepts of Scripture, prompt him to do 
unto others as he would desire they, 
in the like circumstances, should do 
unto him. If he is a master, he is 
gentle and compassionate; if a servant, 
he is faithful and obedient; for in 
either relation he acts by faith; under 
the eye of his Master in Heaven. If 
he is a trader, he neither dares nor 
wishes to take advantage, either of the 
ignorance or the necessities of those 
with whom he deals. And the same 
principles of love influence his whole 


Marcu 1951 


conversation. A sense of his own in- 
firmities makes him charitable toward 
those of others. He will not readily 
believe reports to their prejudice, with- 
out sufficient proof; and even then, he 
will not repeat them, unless he is law- 
fully called to it. He believes that the 
precept, “Speak evil of no man,” is 
founded upon the same authority with 


those which forbid committing adul-’ 


tery or murder, and therefore he 
“keeps his tongue as with a bridle.” 

Lastly, faith is of daily use as a pre- 
servative from a compliance with the 
corrupt customs and maxims of the 
world. The believer, though in the 
world, is not of it. By faith he tri- 
umphs over its smiles and enticements; 
he sees that all that is in the world, 
suited to gratify the desires of the 
flesh or the eye, is not only to ‘be 
avoided as sinful, but as incompatible 
with his best pleasures. He will mix 
with the world so far as is necessary, 
in the discharge of the duties of that 
station of life in which the providence 
of God has placed him, but no farther. 
His leisure and inclinations are en- 
gaged in a different pursuit. They who 
fear the Lord are his chosen compan- 
ions; and the blessings he derives from 
the Word, and throne, and ordinances 
of grace make him look upon the poor 
pleasures of those who live without 
God in the world with a mixture of 
disdain and pity; and by faith he is 
proof against its frowns. He will obey 
God rather than man. He. will “have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but will rather reprove 
them.” And if, upon this account, he 
should be despised and . injuriously 
treated, whatever loss he suffers in 
such a cause, he accounts his gain, and 
esteems such disgrace his glory. 

I am not aiming to draw a perfect 
character, but to show the proper ef- 
fects of that faith which justifies, which 
purifies the heart, which worketh by 
love, and overcomes the world. An 
habitual endeavor to possess such a 
frame of spirit, and thus to adorn the 
Gospel of Christ, and with growing 
success, is what I am persuaded every 
believer should not be a stanger to; 
and I am afraid that they who can 
content themselves with aiming at any- 
thing short of this in their profession 
are too much strangers to themselves, 
and to the nature of that liberty where- 
with Jesus has promised to make his 
people free. THe Enp 
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The Administration of Grace 
(Continued from page 16) 


There is no failure now! No longer 
does God depend upon man. It is 
upon His Son He depends. There 
follows the cross, the tomb, the 
throne, the message. And now, we 
the called out ones, objects of His 
grace, we, who were rebellious, sin- 
ful, and wretched, we are to show 
forth His wisdom ‘‘in whom we con- 
tinually have boldness and access in 
absolute confidence through His 
faith’’ (V. 12). 

Every saved soul is dust in the 
Devil’s eye. For not only are we 
saved by grace, we are kept in grace. 
God will never depend upon man to 
keep upright. He has left the chore 
of keeping us to His blessed Son, 
our Lord. The Greek of Jude 24,25, 
is most apt here. The world is in 
sin’s midnight. We, as lights in the 
darkness are doing our work. Our 
Lord, in the Person of His Spirit, is 
the night watchman, telling us ‘‘all 
is well!’’? the morning comes. The 
eternal day begins to dawn. Our 
lights go out as we behold the true 
light in all His glory, and ‘‘He who 
is able to keep us from falling, will 
present us faultless before the pres- 
ence of His glory with exceeding 
joy.’’ The Greek word for ‘‘keep”’ 
is that of the guard of the morning 
watch. It is the word which was 


used of Socrates’ guard in the 
prison, who told him of the coming 
day when hemlock should be his por- 
tion. But we drink not of coming 
death if we drink at His fountain. 
And shall we remain dust in the 
Devil’s eye? Whence is the assur- 
ance of our access to God and our 
boldness now? Not from you, be- 
liever, God knows your faithless 
heart. Our assurance, our boldness, 
our access stems from the continu- 
ing faithfulness of our Divine Lord 
‘‘who ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for us.”’ 

In ‘the light of the foregoing, 
verse thirteen is rather humorous. 
It is as though Paul were saying: 
‘*What, are you worrying about my 
Roman imprisonment? Don’t be over 
wrought. Look what we have in the 
Lord! See what He has done for 
us! What are chains compared with 
His bonds? What is a bound body 
when the soul is free? What is my 
light affliction compared with your 
glory?”’ 

Believer, do you feel the same 
about your circumstances in the 
light of these privileges? Are you 
living under ‘‘the administration of 
His grace ?’’ THE Enp 


Tomorrow 
(Continued from page 17) 
tween myself and Dr. Soltau, as I sat 
at the typewriter, writing as fast as he 
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would dictate, I interjected a question. 
“You speak as though you thought 
there would be some possibility of 
training men by Western authorities 
in democratic forms of government. It 
has appeared to me that Korea is now 
lost to us as much as Poland or any 
of the other countries that have been 
taken over by the Moscow regime. 
There will be training of leaders, but 
Russia will do the training, and we 
must never again expect to see Korea 
—in our time, at least, freed from the 
monstrous oppression which now binds 
the land.” 

Dr. Soltau replied, “While humanly 
speaking the outlook seems dark in 
the extreme, I am still looking to the 
God who promised his servant Abra- 
ham that if there were ten righteous 
men in Sodom he would spare that 
wicked city, to overrule in some way, 
to the restraining of the Satanic forces 
of Communism, for the sake of the 
500,000 Christians in Korea, many of 
whom have suffered the loss of all 
things for the sake of the Gospel, in 
order that the life and witness of the 
church which during the last fifty 
years has been one of the outstanding 
examples of the results of the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, unmixed by the false 
teachings of modernism.” 

To this I answered that both history 
and the Word of God gave us no au- 
thority for such an expectation. The 
Lord did not spare Asia Minor because 
of the faithful remnant that was there, 
but allowed the Mohammedan hordes 
to sweep down and eradicate the 
church for centuries. High as had 
been the life of Ephesus, and true as 
had been the witness of the church of 
Philadelphia, these places are heaps of 
stones in our day, and the crescent flies 
where once the cross prevailed. Fur- 
thermore, the Lord did not spare Rus- 
sia because of the 100,000 faithful 
Baptists who were witnessing in that 
dark land. These were thrust into Si- 
beria, and into Arctic prison camps, 
and have been liquidated. Still further, 


we discover that Russia has eliminated 


‘all Christian leadership in the Baltic 


states, and that the same policy is fol- 
lowed everywhere. The refugees who 
have fled from Soviet Germany into 
the Western Zones bring reports simi- 
lar to those of the North Koreans who 
were able to cross the 38th parallel, 
but there seems no doubt that Russia 
has occupied her part of Germany and 
cannot be dislodged. Moreover, the 
Word of God tells us that evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
and gives us a picture of Satanism at 
the time of the end, which is slowly 
being matched by the progress of cur- 
rent events.” 

Dr. Soltau asked me why I said that 
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events were moving slowly. I replied 
that things were going to be so much 
worse that people would cry out for the 
good old days of 1951 when Koreans 
were killed only in batches of 25,000 
and when their only torture was to 
have wires put through their hands. 
We still have a long way to go to have 
world conditions as terrible as they 
are going to be in the future. Remem- 
ber that in the early days of the Great 
Tribulation, after the Lord has re- 
moved His church from the world, the 
kings of earth, and the great ones, will 
cry to the rocks and the mountains to 
hide them from the wrath of the Lamb. 
This they do when the A B C persecu- 
tions of the first days of the Tribula- 
tion are at hand, and before the real 
horrors of the Tribulation get under 
way. At present the motor is idling. 
After the rapture it will go into low 
gear. But after the middle of the Great 
Tribulation God will put it into high 
gear, and then the days will have to be 
shortened by God Himself in order to 
keep any one from the terrors that 
shall be unleashed upon this earth. 

We agreed, and were able to join 
our hearts together in thought and 
prayer for the tortured land of Korea 
and for the brave church that is pass- 
ing through such an agony. But we 
are sure that trial of their faith which 
is much more precious than gold which 
perisheth, though it be tried by fire, 
shall be found unto praise and honor 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ. 

If we are truly moved of God shall 
we not understand Paul when he said, 
“Who is offended and I burn not?” 
(2 Cor. 11:29). Let us burn together, 
then, for Korea. THE Enp 


A Little While 
(Continued from page 11) 


Christ foretold that His death was 
to have two effects on the people, 
depending upon their attitudes to- 


wards Him. “The world shall re- 
joice. . .” but “ye shall weep and la- 
ment. . .ye shall be sorrowful.” And 


as we survey history, we know that 
this has invariably been the case 
through the years. The world at 
large—those who nailed the Lord 
Jesus Christ to the cross and would 
do it again, if He came back once 
more in humility and meekness— 
this world cares little concerning 
Christ or the Christian Gospel. In 
fact, they maintain a positive hatred 
for Christ and those who stand for 
Him. They laugh to scorn those 
who endeavor to live and walk in 
the Spirit. We who love the Lord 
are mocked and labeled “fanatics.” 
Truly, the world rejoiced when 
Christ was put to death, and He has 
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“Ss; iy oti raised their 
hands in response to my invita- 
tion to accept the Lord Jesus 

Christ as personal Saviour.” 
—H. Geotge Vorsheim, Jr. 
“I personally distributed 
275,000 Gospels and Testa- 
ments to the Japanese people 

who attended our meetings.” 
—Phil Saint 





Sy) 











Send for free copies of the Anderson stories of the Japan 
campaign of Evangelization and Scripture distribution. 


Al DOChET TESTAMENT LEAGUE Acoxponated 


156 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10.NY. # WII HERSPOON BLDG. PHILADELPHIA 7,PA 
NERS AS TS TL TS CS RR LS A TTT A TG TE 


“Regularly 10 to 12 percent and 
several times 40 to 50 percent 
of all my audiences during two 
months in Japan responded to 
the invitation.” 
—lLeymon W. (“Deak'’) 
Ketcham 


“75,000 to 100,000 Japanese 
people attended 61 meetings in 
the two months in which | spoke 
and distributed Gospels." 
—Charles W. Anderson 


“Professors, peddlers, police, 
prisoners, soldiers, students—all 
classes responded alike to the 
Gospel message.” 
—Victor B. Beattie 
“About one million people have 
attended our PTL meetings since 
the start of our campaign. We 
have distributed six million Gos- 
pels and Testaments.” 
—Glenn W. Wagner 


Tee 
WORLD'S LARGEST JEWISH FIELD 


a long-established Mission is facing new opportunities 


@ The TRACT DISTRIBUTION is having a greatly 
widening ministry. Many thousands of these little 
messengers of salvation have gone forth in New 
York, with its two million Jews, and through our 
Postal Ministry to distant places and other lands. 


@ TRIUMPHS OF THE CROSS in Jewish hearts are recorded in our MONTHLY NEWS- 
LETTER. Write for a free copy of the booklet, “HOW TO POINT A JEW TO CHRIST". 


NEW a es 


Ruth Ange Ge neral Director 


: angen TO THE JEWS, 


INC. 





YET IT IS FAIR TO 


Picture yourself the owner of an 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
ASSURED INCOME ANNUITY 


You know a deep sense of security. 
Your Annuity will continue to bring 
you a dependable, unfluctuating 
income for the rest of your life. 


And you have the still deeper 
WRITE TODAY for 





AMERICAN SUNDA 


YOUR PRESENT NEEDS 






satisfaction of knowing that after 
you have gone to be with the 
Lord, the remainder of your An- 
nuity will be put to work for His 
glory, and will bear fruit for 
eternity. 

full details to Dept. E 


Y-SCHOOL UNION 





















45 











taking over? | 


Grave peril faces America today. We 
are surrounded by the relentless forces 
of a system that holds half of the world 
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motivate the inhuman march of Com- 
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free medical care or old-age pensions! 
You'll find such theories cropping up 
in all sorts of unlikely places — perhaps 
even in your Sunday School literature. 
In such insidious fashion do those who 
have forsaken the faith of our fathers 
wreak havoc in the hearts of our 
children. 
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remained dead as far as the world 
is concerned. The true child of God 
has had a heart of sorrow for the un- 
saved as they go their way spurning, 
mocking, rejecting Christ, a sorrow 
that has many times been deepened 
when those rejecting-ones are family 
members or close relatives. Yet, 
Christ has added another confident 
assurance in verse 20: “. . .your sor- 
row shall be turned to joy.” 


Anyone who reads his New Testa- 
ment knows that Jesus Christ died 
a shameful death on a cruel cross 
as a common criminal. To all out- 
ward appearances, as folks gazed at 
the silent figure hanging limply on 
the wooden instrument of death, it 
was a scene of defeat, utter loss. The 
disciples, too, felt that all Jesus had 
stood for, all He had preached 
about, all the good He had done, 
had been nullified by this act of evil 
men in crucifying a good man. They 
felt let down, deflated, and sorrow- 
ful. The faith they had built up in 
Jesus of Nazareth had all but dis- 
appeared. They endured anguish 
and pain as they saw their hopes 
dashed to pieces on the rocks of cir- 
cumstance. 

And then, the unexpected—yet, 
of course, the inevitable—took place. 
Christ arose! “Death could not keep 
his prey... .” Sorrow fled away! 
Anguish vanished! Joy dispossessed 
pain! For’ that which Christ Him- 
self, and the Scriptures before His 
advent, had -promised—but which 
the disciples had not even dared to 
hope for—had become a reality. 
This is the message of Easter, but 
it is not alone reserved for one sea- 
son of the year; it is a daily message 
of resurrection-life, joy and hope 
that every child of God carries in his 
heart. 

However, there is another aspect 
of this same scene—and text—for to- 
day. As never before in its history, 
the lost world is rejoicing. Oh, to 
be sure, there are spots of sadness 
as the world is again in the throes of 
warfare, from which it had barely 


recovered. And as American youths 
are once more sent to be battle- 
scarred and killed, there is a sense 
of sorrow. Yet, in spite of this, the 
world strives today, as never before, 
to satisfy the deep-seated longings 
of the human soul, by pleasure and 
transient allurements. Farther and 


farther into the awful blackness of 


night the world is plunging, while in 
one pleasure-mad, drunken spree 
the world’s inhabitants try to drown 
out their sorrows in one way or 
another of so-called rejoicing. 

For the Christian, today is a time 
of comparative sorrow as we see lost 
men, women, and young people top- 
ple off the brink of time into a hor- 
rible eternity—multitudes of them 
without a knowledge of Christ. 
Then too, it is an hour of compara- 
tive sorrow for the Christian because 
of the absence, physically, of his 
Lord. To be sure, we have intimate 
fellowship with Him in the Spirit; 
yet the true child of God longs to 
see Him face to face. We are still 
in the “little while” of His absence. 
But that “little while” is rapidly 
drawing to a close, and the “little 
while” of His sure return is already 
on the horizon, and those who are 
earnestly looking for Christ’s com- 
ing are watching as never before for 
the appearance of the Morning Star. 
How we, who recognize the promise 
of His soon return, ought to re- 
hearse again the words with which 
Jesus comforted those first disciples 
(verse 33): “These things I have 
spoken unto you, that in Me ye 
might have peace. In the world ye 
shall have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.” The Christ you and I serve 
is a victorious Conqueror—our Lord, 
our King, our invincible Sovereign, 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, our Saviour. 
As we wait, therefore, for Him, let 
us be “. . .steadfast, unmovable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as (we) know that 
(our) labor is not in vain in the 
Lord.” 

THe Enp 
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The Lord’s Supper 


(Continued from page 9) 


Ephrem says; “Taking bread in 
His hands He gives thanks, and breaks 
it IN FIGURE OF His IMMACULATE 
Bopy” (Ephrem—Against the curious 
inquirers into the bedy of Christ). 

“Bread and wine are offered, being 
the figure of the flesh and blood of 
Jesus Christ. They who participate in 
this visible bread EAT SPIRITUALLY the 
flesh of the Lord” (Macarius—XXVI] 
Homily). 

Theodoret: “The Lord has honored 
these visible signs with the name of 
His body and His blood, NoT IN CHANG- 
ING THEIR NATURE, BUT IN ADDING 
GRACE TO NATURE” (First Dialogue 
against the Eutychians). 

And eloquent Chrysostom: “Before 
the bread is consecrated it is called 
bread: but when Divine grace has sanc- 
tified it, through the intervention of 
the priest, then it no longer bears the 
name of bread; it becomes WORTHY 
OF BEING CALLED THE LORD’S BODY, 
ALTHOUGH THE NATURE OF BREAD RE- 
MAINS IN IT” (Letter to Caesarius). 


Thanksgiving and 
Commemoration 

And great St. Augustine: “This sac- 
rifice of the Eucharist is a THANKSGIV- 
ING and a COMMEMORATION of the 
blood of Christ which He offered for 
us” (To the Deacan Peter, on the 
Faith). And in his Christian Doctrine 
he says: “If a commandment forbids 
anything that is shameful or criminal, 
or recommends what is useful and 
good, that command is not figurative. 
But if it commands a bad thing, or 
forbids a good thing, it must not be 
taken literally.” Of all things to use 
in illustration of his teaching, he 
chooses the communion. “ ‘If ye eat 
not,’ saith the Saviour, ‘the flesh of 
the Son of Man, and drink not His 
blood, ye have no life in you.’ It 
looks as though in these words He 
commands a crime; it is a figure then, 
but which we are recommended to 
communicate in our Saviour’s passion, 
by engraving in our memory, in a 
manner at once affecting and useful, 
the killing and crucifying of His body 
for us.” 

Not until the Lateran Council of 
1215 was the matter officially defined 
and the term “transubstantiation” used 
to express Christ’s real presence in the 
bread. The history of Catholicism 
shows, however, that the Roman point 
of view is fraught with grave prob- 
lems. Catholic philosophers have strug- 
gled with the problems and there are 
those who lean heavily on the side of 
the evangelicals. 

But we ask again the question we 
posed in the beginning. Is the Catho- 
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lic Church afraid of its own logic? If 
the Mass is a sacrifice as well as a 
sacrament, and if a sacrifice needs a 
victim, and if in His real presence 
Christ is the victim, does it not follow 
that Christ, for example, is killed in 
St. Patrick’s every morning at Mass? 
The Catholic Church, however, will not 
follow its own logic. In its own cate- 
chism, it attempts to remove itself 
from its blasphemous dilemma, into 
which its unscriptural premise by the 
logic of necessity has forced it. And 
the irony is, it uses the evangelical po- 
sition in this attempt. After stating the 
fact of the bread and wine becoming 
the real body and blood of Christ, and 
after setting forth the office of the 
priest to slay the victim—which would 
be Christ, the catechism asks this ques- 
tion: 
268 Q. “Is there a difference be- 
tween the sacrifice of the 
Cross and the sacrifice of 
the Mass? 

A. Yes: The manner in which 
the sacrifice is offered is 
different. On the Cross 
Christ really shed His blood 
and was really slain; in the 
Mass there is no real shed- 
ding of blood nor real 
death, because Christ can 
die no more; but the sacri- 
fice of the Mass, through 
the separate consecration of 
the bread and wine, repre- 
sents His death on the 
Cross”—(Italic ours) Bal- 
timore Cathechism Copy- 
right, 1933). 


Sacrifice or Symbol 


If the actual sacrifice is merely a 
representation, why the necessity for 
the real presence? Why must Christ 
be produced from the wafer, or “ad- 
duced” from Heaven, if the symbolic 
Christ does the work? The latest re- 
vision of the Cathechism, 1948, sug- 
gests that on the cross Christ died for 
our sins, and there gained merit and 
satisfaction for us, but it is only in the 
mass where this merit and satisfaction 
can be applied. 

It seems rather odd that our Divine 
Lord would suffer so for all mankind 
on the cross, and then wait in Heaven 
with all that obtained merit until the 
church that is Roman made up its 
mind to find a way whereby that merit 
could be applied, at the same time mil- 
lions going to Hell for want of it. But 
such is Roman theology. 

As Biblically instructed believers, 
may we give thanks for Him who died 
for us. Let us give thanks for the Gos- 
pel which brought the good news to 
us. Let us give thanks for the Holy 
Spirit who made that news real to us, 
Let us give thanks for the Lord’s Sup- 
per—our memorial of Him “till He 
come.” THE Enp. 





During last autumn Dr. Barnhouse preached 
a series of sermons on texts that the Roman- 
ists have twisted. These were electrically re- 
corded and are printed on the insistence of 
many people, some of them members of the 
staff. Dr. Barnhouse has consented to their 
printing, somewhat against his will, as his 
heavy schedule has not-permitted their re- 
vision by him. 
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ately needed material aid is the 
service rendered in Jesus’ Name 
to destitute, hopeless, and help- 
less boys in historic LEBA- 
NON through the NEAR 
EAST BOYS’ HOME, a branch of the 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS with its simi- 
lar long-established ministry in China 

You may receive free literature and learn 
about support of one of these needy Arab 
boys — shelter, food, clothing, and school- 
ing, with all activities centered in the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ — 
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The Dying Thief 
(Continued from page 6) 


against God. “Dost thou not then 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
condemnation? And we indeed just- 
ly, for we receive the due reward of 
of our deeds: but this man hath 
done nothing amiss.” 

Then followed his word to Christ, 
“Jesus, remember me, when Thou 
comest in Thy kingdom.” Observe 
the marvel of that word. He had 
recognized the Kingship of that 
dying Jesus, when He said, ““Remem- 
ber me when Thou comest in Thy 
kingdom.” That man, hanging upon 
his cross, was eonvinced that the 
dying Jesus was somehow coming 
into His kingdom. All around him 
they were mocking Him, priests and 
rulers, and soldiers; and even he 
himself a little while before had 
been doing so, because He was para- 
lyzed, unable to do anything. Yet 
this man suddenly saw through it, 
and saw beyond it all, saw that some- 
how Jesus was coming into His king- 
dom. That, to me, is the remark- 
able thing. There came to him a 
great illumination. Himself under 
condemnation and suffering justly, 
he saw at his side One who was sin- 
less, and who had been silent as they 
had murdered Him, One. who had 
prayed for the forgiveness of His 
murderers. Suddenly he knew that 


this was a King, and saw Him com- 
ing into His Kingdom. He knew 
that He would presently leave that 
cross, though not as the ribald mock- 
ing crowd suggested. Spiritual illu- 
mination came to him, following 
upon his repentance, and he recog- 
nized the kingship of the dying One. 

He did more than recognize the 
kingship. He submitted to it. He 
made his appeal to it. He said, “Re- 
member me.” This was not a plea 
for mercy, though I have no doubt 
that in the soul of the man there 
was a sense of the need of mercy. It 
was simply the submission of his life 
to this dying King. It was not a re- 
quest for reward after His attain- 
ment to the Kingdom. Surely here 
was apprehension of the nature of 
the rule of Christ. Confessedly just- 
ly condemned by the earthly court, 
admittedly suffering the just deserts 
of his sin, not asking to escape there- 
from, he appealed to the One whom 
he had heard pray for His murder- 
ers. His soul reached out into that 
larger realm that lay beyond all 
earthly kingdoms and courts and 
judges, and he committed it to Jesus 
within His great Kingdom, the spiri- 
tual kingdom, the moral kingdom, 
the kingdom of righteousness and 
peace and joy. This man made his 
appeal, not against his punishment, 
but to some tribunal beyond, where 
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peradventure he might find forgive- 
ness. Had he not heard those lips 
say, “Father, forgive them”? He had 
climbed upon the prayer of Jesus to 
a new apprehension of God, as One 
to whom appeal could be made for 
forgiveness. Can you put that prayer 
into one word? Surely yes. Faith. 
That was faith. Amazing faith, to 
me. Everything was against Jesus so 
far as appearance was concerned. 
“King of the Jews”! Pilate put it 
there to madden the priests. “This 
is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” But 
that dying malefactor, steeped in the 
sin of years, grasped the spiritual 
verity and flung himself from his 
bitter cross into the realm of the su- 
preme kingship of the dying Jesus. 
It was a great act of faith. 

And it was answered. There was 
a double response to the double 
word of the man. Response to the 
submission, ‘““Today shalt thou be 
with Me in Paradise.” Response to 
the repentance, “With Me in Para- 
dise.” 

First of all, response to the sub- 
mission. That was the word of the 
King. He assumed—I do not think 
my word is well chosen there, I will 
change it—He expressed authority 
in the realm that lay beyond death. 
Surely that is what the man was 
seeking. He knew the end of his 
own crucifying. He knew that pres- 
ently, according to custom, when the 
sun was set, soldiers would come and 
break their legs and take them from 
the cross, to make impossible their 
escape. He knew the end of his life 
was near. What was going to hap- 
pen to him when this life was over? 
“Jesus, remember me when Thou 
comest into Thy Kingdom.” He real- 
ized when this life was over, life was 
not over, that there were other 
reaches and other values lying be- 
yond. To that cry Jesus replied, 
“Today thou shalt be with Me in 
Paradise,” expressing His authority 
over the realm which is beyond the 
article that men call death. 

That had always been our Lord’s 
attitude. In words that I personally 
am never tired of quoting, because, 
incidentally, they reveal so marvel- 
ously His own outlook on life, He 
had said once to His followers, “Be 
not afraid of them that kill the body, 
and have nothing more that they 
can do.” That is the finest piece of 
satire of materialist ideals of life on 
record. Kill the body! If a man 
kills my body, he has killed me! No, 
said Jesus, No. All that the man 
does who kills My body, is to para- 
lyze his own arm so that he cannot 
do Me any more harm. He has killed 
My body, and it lies there, but in 
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Sparrow; My Soul, Bless Thou Jehovah. 
Only $3.94, taxes included. State whether 
you wish 78 RPM or 45 RPM. 


3. Low Voice No. 5. 
Includes such choice selections as: Hiding in the Shadow 
of the Rock; Just a Closer Walk with Thee. Large 
Octavo size. ‘th 50e 





to Cross Jordan Alone. 2-color cover. 


2. Singspiration No. 6. 
Includes great Hymns such as: Everybody Ought to 
Know; Isn't He Wonderful........ .--35¢ each. 3 for $1 


Scugepcratiou=™’ a 


FREE LITERATURE of Singspiration’s Best selling 
songbooks, hymnbooks and chorus books loved by young and 
old. Send postcard for Free information. 


WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
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DESPISED AND RECTED OF MEN 


ee if : = ~~ A 
Even as their suffering Saviour, so also His Jewish brethren who dare to 


believe on Jesus are despised and rejected. They walk the lonely path of heart- 
break and sorrow, despised by their own and rejected by the world. Only their 
Lord knows and cares. Do you? 

Will you help us to be true friends to God's believing Israel? 


The hungry must be fed; the widows and the children cared for; the destitute 
helped; and Christ proclaimed and exalted wherever sin and godlessness cast 
their dark shadows upon hearts and horizons. 


Shall we enjoy His salvation, our blessings and our daily bread without 
sharing it with the needy? Forbid it God! Help us to carry the message of undying 
leve to His own brethren across the face of the earth. 


A world-wide Christian ministry waits for your prayerful and warm-hearted 
self-denying support. 
a “In all their affiiction He was afflicted”’. 


Fhe Friends of Israel Missionary and Reliel Society. Ine 
728 «'1 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


President General Secretary Treasurer 
Rev. Victor <—— Tg T. Britan 

T lor Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar, B.A., B.D. 

7 estes 1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario, Canada” 
Quarterly publication—ISRAEL MY GLORY—Informative, Scriptural, Challenging 
Sent to all contributors and also on request 


































' ET phy offers the latest in Easter Supplies 
iS RESURRECTION MORN 


AN EASTER STORY FOR 
THE FLANNELBOARD... 


Resurrection Morn. A new Flannel- 
graph interpretation of the Easter 
story presenting Christ as the answer 
to all of life’s problems ...... $1.00 


RESURRECTION STORY 
< COLOR BOOK 


The Resurrection story in original 
sketched outline pictures for crayon 
and water coloring. Below each drawing is verse which it 
pictures. Includes an attractive blue pictorial cover and comes 






































The design covers the com 
Easter story. The outline of the 
8 crosses is shown in the dis- 









for mimeographing. 100, $1.75 
finish card stock. Size 2%x gaster Envelopes. To match 

4% inches. Dozen, 20c; 100, $1.25 _pulleti ote et ot inches. ‘Specify 

Easter Program Beeks. Con- design desired. ........... 100, 70c 
recita’ acros- 


tain exercises, 
tics, drills, tableaux, tomimes acter Grecting Cards, Sex Assortment 
dialogues differen Binds in box with appropriate senti- 
a a - 350 ment and scripture text. Envelopes in- 
cxeen 





WM. H. DIETZ, INC. 


ovth Wabash Avenu C 








holy laughter My Spirit passes on 
and says, “There is nothing more 
that you can do.” 

That was Christ’s outlook, and 
here He expressed it with kingly 
majesty for Himself. Dying? Yes. 
But you have asked My help, oh 
dying man at My side? It is granted. 
“Today thou shalt be with Me in 
Paradise.” That was the word of the 
King over all the vast realm that 
stretches out beyond this life. Not 
a victim was He, dying on the cross, 
but a victor, tramping the rough and 
rugged Via Dolorosa of unfathom- 
able sorrows, to the throne of eter- 
nal and imperial kingship over all 
the affairs of God. “Today shalt 
thou be with Me in Paradise.” 

In Paradise. He was talking the 
language of the Hebrew religion. 
The world of the departed spirits 
was Sheol, and in all Hebrew think- 
ing Sheol was divided into two re- 
gions, the region where are the 
spirits of the wicked, and the region 
where are the spirits of the just, and 
that region was called Paradise. So 
that our Lord not only expressed in 
that answer His sovereignty over the 
whole realm that lies beyond what 
men call death, but He claimed His 
right to swing open before men the 
gates of Paradise and to admit them 
to the beatific state that lies be- 
yond. 

Jesus died before the malefactors. 
When the soldiers came, mark the 
significance, He was dead already, 
dead already. Therefore this dying 
malefactor heard other things that 
passed His lips. He heard him, al- 
most immediately after He had told 
him that he should be in Paradise 
today, say something that. showed 
the tenderness of His love. He heard 
Him commit His mother to the 
keeping of a friend. After that, for 
three hours, the man hung beside 
Jesus in the darkness without a 
sound. All in silence and in quiet- 
ness in the darkness, and never a 
word. Then, he heard that haunting 
cry, that goes down the centuries 
with the sob of the ultimate agony 
in it, “My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?” Then that 
listening man heard Him say, “I 
thirst,” And immediately following 
he heard Him utter that one great 
word that you and I most treasure 
—"“It is finished.” Far more than, 
It is ended; it means. It is com- 
pleted, it is rounded out, it is done. 
And then he heard Him speak once 
more, “Father, into Thy hands I 
commend My Spirit.” 

He had first heard Him say, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do”; and the last 
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thing he heard was, “Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My Spirit.” 
Then, I think, probably he would 
turn his own head and look and see 
the head of Jesus fall forward, ob- 
serve the tremor of the body—and 
He was dead. He hung there after 
Jesus was dead until they came to 
break his bones. Presently, taken 
down from the cross, he paid on the 
earthly level the uttermost penalty 
of his crimes. Then he, too, closed 
his eyes and there was the tremor of 
his body as the spirit passed out. As 
he passed out into that larger life, 
his King met him, and led him into 
the region of the just made perfect 
—into Paradise. 

There is no more wonderful in- 
stance of faith on record. Its oppor- 
tunity was created by Christ. The 
glory of this story is that it ends 
right there, with humanity in its ul- 
timate degradation, suffering the 
just reward of its sins, and by its 
side, Jesus in the ultimate degrada- 
tion in which He bore the sin of the 
world. 

There was another malefactor. He 
had the same opportunity. So far 
as the records reveal, he did not re- 
spond to it. If that story teaches 
anything, it teaches that in the pres- 
ence of Christ there must be per- 
sonal response. Repentance is not 
something that comes to men. God 
commandeth men to repent. Re- 
pentance is an act of volition. So is 
faith. 

No story proves more perfectly 
than this that nothing must be su- 
per-added to repentance and faith, 
as necessary to salvation. This man 
had no time to be baptized. He had 
no time to take the Lord’s Supper. 
He had no time to observe any rite. 
There was no possibility of this man 
doing good works; none whatever. 
There was no period of holy living 
on earth possible to him. None 
whatever. But Christ said, “Today 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” 
The moment you or I add to repen- 
tance and faith, anything as neces- 
sary to salvation, we wrong the 
glory of our Saviour’s mighty work. 


Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling. 
I am not going to Heaven because 
I have done good. I am not going 
to Heaven because I have preached 
for fifty years. When I reach the 
life beyond, and pass through the 
gates into the Paradise of God, | 
will go merely because that dying, 
redeeming King opens the gates and 
lets me in. We must not, we cannot, 
we dare not add anything to that. 
Repentance and faith. 
The old lessons must never be for- 
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gotten. Our fathers used to say, and 
to say accurately, you have one ac- 
count of a death-repentance in order 
that no man need despair; you have 
only one, in order that no man may 
presume. 

Whether then the decision of a 
dying man was made 10, 20, 30, 40 
years ago, or whether, as in the case 
of this man, it is made in the article 
of death and in extremis, both enter 
Paradise the same way, through the 
authority of the dying and the re- 
deeming Christ. There is no other 
way. 

You are not a criminal, not a ban- 
dit. Why not? Some of you would 
have been if you had been born the 
way these men were born, and others 
of you would have been if you had 
had the pluck. No, you are not a 
criminal, not a bandit, but you are 
a sinner in the sight of the holy 
purity of God. We have all sinned 
and come short of His glory. One 
of the most insidious and deadly 
poisons of the age in which we live, 
is this light handling of sin. _ 

Lady Macbeth, moving round her 
house, and when there was no water 
always washing her hands. Lady 
Macbeth, suddenly pulling herself 
up, and looking at her hand, and 
saying— 

Out, damned spot! Not all the 

perfumes of Araby 

Can sweeten that little hand. 
That is the sin sense. Are you con- 
scious of it? The Man on the cross 
was there for you, was there for me. 
You and I are taking the highest 
action possible to human life when 
we fling ourselves out into the realm 
over which He reigns, redeeming 
King on His cross, asking nothing 
but that He shall adjudicate our 
case, and take it out of the hands of 
others. “Jesus, remember me when 
Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.” 

No man ever made that prayer in 
spirit, but there quickly came to 
him the Kingly answer, “Thou shalt 
be with Me in Paradise.” Yield to 
Him now, and you will have the an- 
swer now. If you are not condemned 
by the courts of law of your land 
because you have not violated any 
law of the land, you are condemned 
by the holiness and purity of God 
for sin against Him. Therefore fling 
your soul out into the realm of re- 
demption over which Jesus reigns. 

He opens the kingdom of Heaven 
to all believers. 





This sermon was preached by Dr. Morgan 
in Westminster Chapel, London, and ap- 
peared in print in England serially under the 
general “The Westminster Pulpit.” lt 
is reprinted here by arrangement with the 
trustees of his estate. 


A VACATION 
SCHOOL PLAN 
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] AND DIRECTOR'S FREE 


Soar to new heights in your 
Vacation Bible School this 
year—‘Ceiling Unlimited” 
shows you how. Covers your 
DVBS flight in seven logical 
steps...Includes a brand new 
section of director's helps, 
with tips on general theme, 
closing program, etc. 

This 48-page book also gives you full 

information on the course that’s 

COMPLETE to the last detail — 


MWB ible 
VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS 
ee than a million teachers 
pupils to 
the many fine on TALL 
BIBLE VACATION SCHOOL 
1 lessons. But the one thing that 


De 


in chat 
“complete to the last 
detail.” 


PLEASE RUSH TO ME___FREE 
copies of the 1951 DV8S book of ideas, 
“Ceiling Unlimited” by Bernice T. Cory. 
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Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real bur- 
den and will promise to pray with us 
for,all of the requests set forth here, 
write to us. We will assign a number 
to your request and print it. 

When you know that God has an- 
swered, tell us and we will give Him 
the praise together. Let us share with 
you in your thanksgiving that His 
name may be glorified and that the 
faith of many may be strengthened. 


49 
A reader asks for prayer for her 
daughter who is saved but has had 
a nervous breakdown and has made 
an unfortunate marriage. 


50 

“I am a Christian who has con- 
secrated her life to Christ and 
through His grace I mean to serve 
Him all the days of my life. Pray 
with me for my husband as he drinks 
and he can’t see any harm in it al- 
though he claims to be a Christian. 
Also pray for my people and my hus- 
band’s that they will come to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and be saved.” 


51 


A reader who is active in Chris- 
tian work among the Jews of Syra- 
cuse, New York asks that we pray 
for that work. 
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The mother of one of our readers 
who is in the Army writes to change 
his address from one camp to another. 
She says, “He is a child of God. I 


know He will take care of him.” 
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from CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS 





TEN 


This attractive award is de- 
for use with the Ten 
Bi Bees. Bee hums when 
whirled. Memory work is 
easier to learn when the child 
is working for an award such 
as this. Printed on Bee's back 
ore references for the ten spe- 
cial scripture verses 
oo a with the lesson in 
the Ten Bible Bees Course. 10¢ 





CHRISTIAN 


BIBLE BEES 


Bible Course for Boys and Girls 













PUBLICATIONS INC 





1528 N. THIRD STREET, HARRISBURG, PA. 
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A reader in Duquesne, Pennsylvania, 
asks for prayer for her church 
which has little spiritual life. They 
have no prayer meeting and no 
evening service in spite of the fact 
that many workingmen find it impos- 
sible to come to the morning service. 
She is also concerned about her 
daughter that she might be saved and 
be led to win souls for Him through 
her singing. 


34 
A Wonderful God 


In November a reader requested 
prayer that the way might open for 
her son and his wife to go to their 
misison field. In a recent letter she 
writes: “My children have set Febru- 
ary as the date they plan to leave for 
Guatemala, Lord willing. Passports 
are in hand but visas are still not 
forthcoming and funds are still lack- 
ing. They are so badly needed but 
the Lord knows all about it and 
truly we have a wonderful God. I 
do appreciate the prayers in their 
behalf. I am remembering the prayer 
needs as listed in each issue.” 





German Bibles 


The project announced in our 
September issue for sending Bibles 
to Germany has received 447 vol- 
umes. The director writes to urge 
“all who possess idle German Bibles 
to send them in now the need being 
urgent (what is done had best be 
done quickly or Europe will be 
closed to the Bible).” Immediate 
contributions are needed. Send them 
to 

German Bible Collection, 
730 Spink Street 
Wooster, Ohio 


Spanish Literature 


In response to our request in No- 
vember for funds for Spanish Bibles 
and literature we have received the 
amount of $75.00. eo 


A House Available 


A reader in Thomaston, Conn. 
would like to rent or share or sell a 
six-room house a mile and one-half 
from town. She will consider applica- 
tions from consecrated Christians 
only. 


ETERNITY 














Two breat Eternity Bible Conferences 


ON THE WEST COAST 
Aucust 5-12, 1951 





Mount Hermon, in the-heart ot the redwoods of 
California is the Christian Conference center of 
the West. Two well-equipped modern hotel units 
—and several rustic lodges with modern furnish- 
ings will give you the véry finest in Bible Confer- 
ence accommodations. During the last five years 
close to $100,000 have--been spent to make this 
scenic spot the most attractive Christian Bible 
Conference center in the West. 

There are splendid facilities for recreation ‘in- 
cluding recently eomengns swimming pool, boat- 
ing, etc. ; 


ON THE EAST COAST 
Jury 2-8, 1951 





Sandy Cove’is situated: on, a bluff, over-looking . 
beautiful-Chesapeake Bay, on -the historic-East- - 
ern Shore of Maryland, four miles below North 
East. The main building is’ a spacious lodge 
with large porches, airy dining room, cheery log- 


- burning fireplaces, up-to-date kitchens- serving 


the finest food you have ever eaten at any Bible 
Conference. ‘There are twin beds in guest rooms, 


electricity, and other modern conveniences. Close 


by the main building are cozy cottages or cabins, 
which offér facilities for groups or families who 
prefer accommodations by themselves. 


This year five newgcabins have-been completed 
each with private bath and the finest furnishings. 


There will be dormitory style facilities for young 
people at + ape, reduced rates. 


Paul Beckwith and Mary Bennett will be ‘the 
counselors and “Dr. Barnhouse will meet with 
the young people - special evening “meetings. 
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SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Dr. DonaLp Grey BARWHousE, Editor of Eternity 
Rey. Ratpu-L. Kerper, regular contributor to Eternity, former pastor, and now Professor of Greek at Bible Insti- 
tute of Pennsylvania. 
Dr.” Rosert -R. Fritscu, Author of Eternity’s Sunday School Lesson Notes. Professor Emeritus Muhlenberg 
.» College and well-known Bible Conference Speaker. 


Rev. Paut W. Beckwitu, popular Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship extension speaker will be in charge of 
the music. 


Miss REGINA RoseErTs, competent and lovable Children’s Worker, will be in charge of Children’s Work. 
Pie Me eis en el eiieniiiel len elie lire lie limieniiiineiiiien mn eniiii siti 


For further information and illustrated brochure on either of these conferences write: 


ETERNITY BIBLE CONFERENCE 
BOX 2000 PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 








Sve Harper, Michigan (Christian Education Course), 
and Philip Gammon, Africa (Pastors Course), are 
typical of the more than 1,400 students enrolled an- 
nually in Day School. The student body represents 43 
states, 15 foreign countries and 82 denominations. 


The concentrated and thorough Bible study that 

Moody students get, plus the many “extras” that Moody 
alone gives, is just the training the future Christian 
worker needs for these critical times. Moody Bible 
Institute, long a bulwark of evangelical teaching, 

stands ready to give you this training, which will enable 
you to take your place alongside the thousands 

who have gone before, to stem the growing tide of 


apostasy and liberalism. Write today for the catalog of 


the school that offers intensive Bible study . . . 
PLUS! Address dept. ET 217. 


N. LA SALLE STREET ¢ CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
, president Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 





